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The PR E FACE o the:x R hA DER.

T was on Tuefday Feb. 1. 1675. inthe aftérnoon, wheh the Narrhaganfors
Quarters (inor toward the Nipmug Country, whither tl:'cy were now re-'
tived for fear of the Englith Army lying in their own Coumry ) were the fe-
cond time beaten up by the Forces of the United Colonics 5 who therenpon foon
betook themfelves eo flight,  and were all the next day ffr'fued;(; the Englifh,

Jome overtaken and deftroycd. But on Thurfday Feb, 3. "the Englilh baveng now
been fix: days on their Marchy' from their Head-quarters as Wickford,” in the Nar-
rhaganfet Country, toward, and afier the Enemy, and Provifion grown excecding
hore’y infomuch that they were fasn to kill fome Forfes for the ﬁq:fly, efpecially. of
their Indian Friends, shty were neceffitated to confider what was beft to be done ; and
abont moon (having hitwcrto followed the Chaft s havd a5 they might ) & Conncil
was called, and though fome few weve of another mmindy yée . was.concluded by far
the greater part of the Comicil of War, that the Army jio'uld defiftshe pufuity and
retsre = The Forces of Plimouth and the Bay to the nexs Town.of the Bay, and Cons
necticut Forces to their ewn néxct Towns : which determination was immediately pue
in excontion,  The confequent whereof,, as it was not difficult to be forefeen by zﬁ;ﬁ
thas kyew the canflefs enmity of thefe Barbarians againft-the Englifh, " and the ma~
licions and révéngeful [pirit of thefe Heathens [o st foon proved difimal. -

The Narrhaganfets were #ow droven quise from theiv own Country, - and all theiy
Provifions there hoarded up, towhich they durfF not at prefent retwrn jand being fomu-
mieyous as they were,foon devosred thoft 1o whom they went,whereby both the one and the
other were now veduced to extream feraits, and fonecefficatcd rotake the firft and beft
opportunity for [upply, and very glad no doube of fuch an opporeunity as this, to pro-
de for themfclves, aridniake spoile of thé Englith at once 5 and feesng themfelves.
thus difcharged of - their purfiers, and a listle vefroflicd after-their flight, the wery
uext week oz Thiirfday Feb. 1o, they fell with mighty force and fury spon Lanca-
fter s “which fuall Lown, remote from aid of others, and not being Garrifon'd as it
might the Army bting now come sn,and as the time indecd vequired (the defigy of the
Indians qgain/f;(mr place being kyowa to the Englifh fome teme before) was ot able to
make effectisal vefiftance s but norwithftanding the utmoft endeavorir of the Inhabitants,
anoft of the busilding s weveturned ino afles s many Pesple ( Men,Women and Children)
flain, andothers captivated,  The moft folemn and remarkable part of this Tragedy,
maythat juftly be reputed, which fell upon- the Family of that Reverend Servant “of
God, 24r. Jofeph Rowlandfon, the faithful Paftor of the Chirch of Chrift in that
place, who being gon down to the Council of the Maffachufots, o Jeck aid for the de-
feuce of the place:, ar bis return found the Town in flames.or fmoke,bis vivn boufe being
Jet o fire by the Enemy, through the difadvantage of a defeclive Forcification) and
allin it confumed : His precious yoke-fellowyand dear Children, wounded andoaptivan
ted (as the sffug cvidenced,and following Narrative declares ) by thefe cruel and berbas
rius Salvages.od Jad Cataftrophe | Thiss all things come alike 1o all : Nonc kows cirlher

‘ A2 _ . Aove




The Preface to the Reader.

may be yeckoned with thi nive Leprs, of whem it is Juid, Were there not ten
cleanfed,where are the nine # but o turnin to v God thanks, Let fuch fuyn
ther kyow, that this was a difpenfation of publick i ¢ 5 ard of Univerfal concers.
meuts and [0 much the more,by how much the neacr th s\ e.:tlcoman Stood related to
that faithful Servang of Godwhofe capacity and coploy,oent 1 i publick jin the Houfe
of Gody and bis Name on that account of very fweet favicer in the Chivches of
Chriff. Who is there of a true Chriftian $irity that did rot laok, upon bisifelf much
concerned in this bereavement, this Captivaty inthe time thercof, and in this delive-
rance when it came, yea more than in anany others ? and how many are there to
whom, [0 canserned, it will doubilef be 4 Very acceptable thing, to fee the way of
God with thas Gentlewoman-in the aforefaid difpenfation, thus laid ont and poutrtray-
td before thesr eyes,

To conclude, Whatever any coy phant afies may deem, yer it highly concerns thofe
that bave fo deeply safted haw good the Lord is, to enquire rritZlDavid, What
fhall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to e ? Pfal, 116, 12, He
thinks nothing 100 great : yea, being fenfible of his omn difpraportian to the due
praifes of God, hecalls in'help;, O magnifie the Lord with me, lct us exalt his -
Name together, Pfal. 34. 3. Andit is bur reafon, that onr praifes fhould bold pro-
prtion withs our prayers s, and that as many have belped togcther by prayer for the
dheaining of this mercy, fopraifes fhould be returne by many o this bihalf ; and
forafmuch as not the general but particular kyowledge of things mukes decpeft im=
preffion upon the afﬁé’i’om, this Narvatsve particularizing the feveral paflages of
this providence, willnor a little conduce thereknto : and therefore Holy David, in or-
der to the attasnment of that end, acoouts bimfelf concerned to ﬁclarﬂ what God
bad done_for bis Soul, Pfal. 66. 16. Come ‘and hear, all ye that fear Gad,
and I will declare what God hath done for my Soul, 4. e. for his Lifc: See
Ver.9, 10, He holdeth our foul in life, and fuffers not our feet to be mo- -
ved; for thou our God haft proved us: thou haft tricd us, as filver is tri-
e, Life-mercics are heart-affecting-mercies 5 of, great smprefion and force, 10 en-
large pioss bearts inthe praifes of God, fo that fuch know nie how but to talk_ of
Guds alks, and 1o Sfeak, of andpubliflc hix wonderful works. Deep tronbles, when
the waters come in unto the Sul, are wont to produce wows : Vows muft be pard, 1t -
is better not vow, thantovow and not pay, J may fay, that as none kyows
what it is vo. fight and pur{ie fuch anenemy as.this, but they. thas bave funghe and
pirfued them ;. fo none can smagsne, wha it is to be captivared, and enflaved to

The Preface to the Rcad;r. e
. im. it no new thing for Gods precions ones to
[uv_a . lm‘zt’d o aget'{:”o? rz;;?g:ph;}‘ commojx szlnmifty : tal e:]njl- Lot I( yet ngu-
drink as deep as ot c7b’eﬁ Je others. Bt it is not my bufinefs to ilate o nej‘ig ;n %
f./.m'd ) ft{r mﬂnf:or,d’ introdulbively to preface to the fullnwing [mg.:, n uc})*u‘a
l).“’.! ’;:‘:);;,Z (',ff?z)e n‘oﬂdcrfkuy aw M[y wi €y hol)’, POW&'ﬂif‘ and fé,‘dcf‘sl‘.ljz;‘o:’ée I ;
of God. tor, d thas worthy and precions Gentlzwonap, 0t dear Con, ,' o f; 4 §
o qo,‘)d’a’“;lyrRo' landfon, i her Children with ber,as wn cafting o zer:h x:,%m
e it fo el fipurting e caryingth b o e rcin
i;mm :{J‘ b enl{gbll’e dxﬁzn;lu':’: and difconfolaencfs, andat loft de :'wr:zg o ot o
;‘,1L.1r[l,vm;/i‘>m [mrviw’h Children alfo. It was a flrange Qﬂda”;f-’l'{‘," Sper :”’1 o
e e i S
. z1 g . 3
e bt Cprvay, sravesy and bavdfups € i
» ’ ot be did, and ar length de 4 .
el i el g the Wt 1
il b i s, and shrouglstheivers, thy (e D1e g T,
:v;\cn thou walkef through the Fire, thou l‘)‘lalt I‘}’f’l Hec :‘mi-ntl deth. and his
flamc kindle upon cths, Jai- 43.Fer: 3- 48 B0, (08 el Mihere
hands make wholg, He fhali- deliver thee In ﬁxﬁfe“m th,e'eyfrom death ; and
P17 Mallno evil touch thee: In Famine be fhall x /

inks this di-
4 in War from the power of the fiwords 70"-;- 18, ;197 ga.vi ﬁﬂ’ D,z{a'niel, ol
/ wfation doth bear fomse refemblance t0 thofe of Jofephs O mith the excelmt
/zjd of the three Children too, the Rories whercof do ‘”P"‘ﬁ",’c nd truly fs b
iy cexctures of divine providence, chrions pieces of dﬂ””‘z P el 1o 1N
' this, and therefore not to be forgottens but worthy 1o be ¢ e o, d
9 dy "and pondeved by al, that difdin nas to confider she qporation of L an cial
} e )7{;; ng?lu of the Lord (not only of Creation, but of Providence alfo, efpecially

i thofe that do more pecubiarly concern bis dear ones, that are as the apple of his eyty
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bis eyes, and, the objelk of his senderest

s hand, the delight of ; .
:::1)3 ff:ﬁ:f:f?‘ﬁiglf:‘;:’n’of all rbofe that have pleafure therein, And of thefe, ve

raly this ;\}m]m qﬁﬁz:}i"ﬁmd by this Gentlewoman ber felf, tobetober z Meﬁ}mg‘
iy G“Z‘ﬂ;“u” with ber, thar [be might never forgets 5“’/’;’”{4’”’ ;’_" ‘: Wa}:?cg
du{xin r‘;f . ! cs’rc;ogmﬂnnce: theveof, all the daies of her life. Pz"“’, :;Pu,ﬁ e of
“ Je‘fzwgiommmd‘uionand smitation. Some Friends having obtain mﬁ%{mce
‘_L“ﬁrvelxd ct‘ e o nch afidted it the many paffages o[ morll;t_n_a {:r et
i, c.M. dmh o, as togudge it worthy of publick view, and a toget .er d’:’he o
e ”2"; hould be hid from prefens and future Generation : ;:e” :'mdl
fuch rmrl_qocf mewu modsfty would not thr uff it ino the Pref, 5" ! ;gzij ¢ bt
:f;o,‘;gg;j” m:Z; ber not ’mrd/y Pey[wadable to ler it pnﬁ, thae God might 4
2

' il as ber felfe.
due glory, and thers benefis by it as we SHion wpon this Gentlewornan, onthe foore
T hope by this time none will caft any refelti d, donbelefs they
of rbup;»z;‘mnm of her Affiittion and Deliverance. If any [houdd, iy

<&

Jich Arheiftical, proud, wild, cruel, barbayous, brutifly, (sn one word ) dicbolical
Creaturcs as thefe, the worft of the heathen 5 nor what difficultics, hardfbips, ha-
2avds, forrows, anxicties, and perplexitics, do unavoidably wase upoifuch a con-
ditign, but thofe that bave tried it. No ferions Spiriv then (cSfecially kyowing asiy .
thing of this Gentlewomans Pinty)) can imagsne bus thar the vows of God ave npon.
ber, Excufe ber thenf fhe contc ths into the publicky 10 pay thofe Vows. Come
#idhear what fhe hath to fay. '

F an




&1 The Preface to the Reader.

ine Providence, will ever vepent his time and
but will judge them worth pernfing agasn and

I

A Narrative of the Captivity and Refto~
ration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandfon,

‘ 1 am confident that no Friend of dv
B pains [pent in veading over thefe fheets
BN azdain, . . ) .
. B Here Reader, you may fee aninflance of the Sovergignty of God, who doth what
J e be will with bis own as well as others 3 and who may fay to lmn,’ whatdoft thou?
P g heve you may fee an infkance of the Faith and Parience of the Sants, under the mof

heart-finking Tryals : burcyois may Jeey the Promifes are breafts full of Confolation, "N the tenth of Febyuary, 1675. came the fudians with great

PR WA ¢ o Mt s it
Pl when il she World befides is empty, and gves nothing but forrow. ~ That God is in- numbers upon Larcafter. Their firft corni
é, i'\ deed the fupream Lavd of the World: ruling ghe amoft unn}lj, weakgning the _»mﬁ riling, HIe)gring théﬂ i of fOI;‘lC é(;l:;ugw\galsogﬁggt 33;1-
bt gruel and [alvage : grantin bis People mercy in the ﬁ}&hto {he moft u{:)z;ep:cxful ; {everal Houfes were burning, and the Srﬁokc aferdin t’
(-S o curbing the ufts of the mojfg filthy, holding the bands "of the violent, deh'vgmg th Heaven, There werc five erfons taken in one H(;u & gth?:
g prey from the mighty, and gathering together tht out-cafts of Ibﬁ acl. G Z’e ’;”d Father, and the Mother, and a fucking Child they knock’d on the head ; the
& again, you have beard, but kere you ma Jee, that power bclw}gcr unto God: that W (e’ two they took, and carried away alive. There were two others wh

v bh ooy Godis the God of Salvation : and to kim belong the iffues from Death. That o being out of their Garrifon upon fome occafion, were fet upon ; on’e vho
o .‘; God is in the Heavens, and doth what ever plmﬁ:; him. Here you have Samfons knock’d on the head, the other efcape 4. Another there was wh(; mnn‘i‘;as
Riddle exemplifiedy and that great promife, Ron. 8. 28. werified : Out of the W ;10 was fhot and wounded, and Pl down he begged of them his Lifé

promifing them Money (as they told me) ; but they would not hearken to
bim, but knock’d him on the head, ftripped him naked, and fplit open his
Bowels. Another feeing many of the Indians about his ﬁarn,_ ventured and
went out, but was quickly ot down. There were three others belonging
to the fame Garriton. who were killed. = The Zudians getting up upon the
Roof of the Barn, had advantage to fhoot dewn upon them aver their For-
tification. - Thus thefe murtherous Wretches went on, burning and deftroy-
ing before them.

At length they came and befet our own Houfe, and quickly it was the
dolefulleft day that ever mine eyesfaw. The Houfe ftood upon the edge of
aHill; fome of the Indians got behind the Hill, others into the Barn, and
others behind any thing that would fhelter them: fromall which Places they
fhot againft the Houle, fo that the Bullets feemed to fly like Hail : and
quickly they wounded one Man among us, then another, and then a third.
About two Hours (accordin% to my obfervation in that amazing time) they-
had been about the Houfe, before they could prevail to fire it, (which they
did with Flax and Hemp which they brought out of the Barn, and there be-
ing no Defence about the Houfe, onely two Flankers, attwo oppofitc Cor-
ners, and one of them.pot finithed.) They fired it once, and one ventored
out and quenched it 3, but they quickly fired itagain, and that took. Now
isthat dreadful Hour come, that I have often heard of; (in the time.of the
War, as it was the Cafc of othcrs)but now mine Eyes fee it. Some in our
Houfc were fighting for. their Lives, others wallowing in their Blood; the
Houfe on fire over our Heads, and the bluody Heathen ready to knock us on.
the Head if we ftirred out. Now miight we hear Mothers and Children
ttying out for themfelves, and one another, Lord, what (hall we do! Thenk
took my Children (and cag of my Sifters, liets) to go forth and Icave the

Houfe.:.

ks ‘
! i Eater comes forth meat, and fweetnefs out of the ftrong The worft of cvils
i working together for the beft good,  How evident is it that the Lord hath made this
L Gentlewoman a gainer by all this Affiiétion, that fhe can fay, s good for ber,yes
' better that be bath been, than ould not bave been, thus affitted.

Ob how doth God fhine forth in’ fuch things as thefe ! ‘

Reader, if thow getteft no good by fuch a Declaration & this, the fault mift
needs be thine awn, Rcadthere%org, perufe, onder,, and from hence lay up fore-
shing from the experience of another, again/{ thine own thrn comes  that o thow
alfo thraugh patience wid confolation of the Seripture mayeft have hopes
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