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FIVE:DEAD IN FIRE PANIC.

Five More Ma"y" Die of Hurts—Shirt-
walet'Makers Leaped from Windows,

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 19.—Five per-
sons, four girls and one man leaped to
their death to-day in a panic caused by a
fire in the four-story factory.building.at
208 and 216 Chancellor Street, near Second’
and Walnut Streets. Five others received
injurfes from which they will probably
die and many more were less seriously
hurt. The dead are: . o

Morris Pessan, aged 28, fractured skull;
Clare Swartz, aged 18, crushed by fall;
Ida Greenburg, aged 20, burned and
crushed; Rebecca Xaufman, aged 19, frac-
tured skull; Hlizabeth Chachkin, aged 16,
burned and crushed. The probably fatally
injured are Rebecca Chachkin, aged 14,
fractured skull, internal injuries, and:
burns; Hyman Belokin, aged 25, both ]egs‘
and arms broken and probably Internal
injuries; Sarah Cohen, seriously burned
and prohably internally injured; Philip,
Poklos, arm.and both legs fractured, and
an unidentified workman, overcome Dby
smoke and flames. ‘

Nearly all of the dead and severely in- |
jured were employed in. the shirtwaist
factory of Joseph Chacnkin, which occu-
pled part of the fourth floor of the build-
ing. Chachkin himself was injured. One
of his daughters is dead and another dy-.
ing. Chachkin's force of operatives was
greatly reduced owing to the shirtwalist
strike.

The flames, which originated in the ele-
vator shaft on the fourth floor, are sup-
poused to have heen caused by the short-
circuiting of the electric motor which ran

the elevator. The girls and men in Chach-
kin's factory jumped wildlY from the
fourth-story windows. Men in the street
spread blankets and an awning, but in the
dense smoke which filled the narrow
sireet many fell to the pavement before
these improvised fire nets could be ex-
tended. The building was equipped with
fire escapes, and nearly every window had
a rope. One man jumped from a window
with the loose rope end in his hands. He
died with a fractured skull. Others had
their hands burned to the bone by their
rapid descent on !the ropes.

STETSON TRUSTEES RESIGN.

Quit Christian Science B‘oard Follow-
ing Defeat of Their Friends.

The last vestige of Influence exerted by
Mrs. Augusta E. Stetson over the affairs
of the First Church of Christ, Scientist,
was eliminated last night by the resigna-
tions from the Board of Trustees of the
remaining four members, who all along
had championed the cause of the deposed
and excommunicated leader. Those who
resigned were Edward F. Hatfield, Chair--
man; John D. Higgins, John Franklin
Crowell, and Adelph Rusch. |

Although no reason for their resigna-:
tions were given last night, 1t was at-
tributed to the defeat of their friends
on the board for reelection at the church
meeting, which began on Tuesday night
and ended in the early hours of yes-'
terday morning, as announced in yester-
day’s TIMES. . :

There was some talk last night in Chris-
tilan Scientist circles that the Trustees
who have resigned and those who were
defeated at the election on Tuesday night
may bring legal action in an effort to
declare the church election illegal.

As to what Mrs. Stetson will do now is
a question which most of the First Church
members are discussing. Many believe
that she will dispose of her residence next
door te the church and leave New York:

Treasurer Whitney's report showed that
the church expended on the special inves-
tigation of Mrs. Stetson $2,408, divided as
follows: Counsel fees, $730; Secretary;
$208; stenographers, &c., $1,063; printing
and distributing the report, $345.

Coachman Shot by Burglars Is Dead.

Willlam O’Keefe, coachman for Henry
Decker of Dongan Hills, S. 1., who. was
shot four times early on Christmas.morn-
ing by burglars whom he surpriged in the
home_ of his employer, died yesterday in
the Smith Infirmary. No trace of the
burglars has been found, and O’XKeefe
was able to give only the most meagre
description of them.
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QUICK GRAND JURY -
 FIRE INVESTIGATION

District Attorney, a Witness of

Police Numbering the Bodies in the Street.

the Horror, Takes Steps for
" an Immediate Inquiry.

CONFERS WITH CHIEF CROKER

Fire Department Head Says All Loft
Buildings, Once Tenanted, Are
More or Less Fire-Traps.

i .

A Grand Jury investigation of general
conditions prevailing in the so-called loft
and office building section between (anal
and Twenty-third Sireets is to be started
at once by District Attorney Whitman
as a result of a preliminary inquiry he
made late yesterday afiernoon at the
scene of the disaster on \Washington
Place. .

This Grand Jury inquiry, the District
Attorney says, will be to detcrmine,, first,
if the laws providing for the safeguarding
of human life in the loft buildings are
adequate to meet the present-day condi-

.tlons and the overcrowding of the sweat-
shops and factories. and, second, to deter-
mine whether existing laws are being ob-
served.

The inquiry will also take into consid-
eration Fire Commissioner Waldo's pro-
posal made in his first report to Mayor
Gaynor, in which the Commissioner urged
that a separate bureau of fire prevention
be established in the Fire Depariment,

.2nd that the supervision of fire escapes
angd other life-saving property-saving ap-
pliances on office, loft buildings, and ten-

* €ments be withdrawn from the Tenement
House and Building Departments nnd
transferred to the proposed new bureau.

District Attorney Whitman says that
the appalling nature of vesterday's disas-

- ter has emphasized the immediate need of
- an mvestigation to determine whether
more adequate safeguards can be pro-
vided. He was in his apartment at the
Hotel Iroquois when news reached him
that a fire attended by great loss of life
. hed occurred in Washington Place. and
that the pavement in front of the burning
ding was littered with bodje$ of the

Whitman Sees Croker, |

M Whitman called a taxicab and has-
temed to the scene, arriving there béfore.
tbe fire was out, and even before the

. bodles had been removed from the side-
"walks. Forcing his way through the fire
lines, he hunted out Fire Chief Croker to
learn the extent of the fire damage and‘1
loss of life and to question the Chief con- ;

' cern’ what had already been done.'
Briefly Chief Croker sketched the circum- |
wmtances of the fire and told the District'
‘Attorney that although there had appar- '
ently been one fire escape in fhe building, |
S0 great was the panic among the em- |
Yloyes when the blaze started that few, if
any. managed to escape that way.

. “There are few fire escapes in any of
these office and 'oft buildings of the so-
. cajled modern fireproof type.” said Chief
, Croker to the District Attorney. “ In this
case there seems to have been one only,.
and that not in the front of the building.
: I have said over and over again that this
thing wa$ sure to happen—and it will hup-
en again. The overcrowding "of these
oft buildings is a menace to life which

.the present conditions surrounding the
bujldings themselves do not overcome,

““These buildings are not firenroof, al-
though they are called such. They are
fireproof, yves.: when the huilders get
1through and before the tenants move in.
But after the tenants are in they are
only slow-burning huildings. They are
safe so far as properiy: damagze is con-

«erned, but not so far as human life is
concerned. There are more fire traps in
the loft and office building section than.
You can realize.” ]

** What, office buildings?™ asked the
District Attorney. '

Not Strictly Fireproof.

“ Yes, office buildinzs, too, in this nart
of the city,” replied Chief Croker. * They
are fireproof in name only. Of course the
stanfpipes, sprinklers, and other devices
for checking fire are of great importance,
and fire escapes are equally so. . The grave
peril to human life in these loft and office
buildings cannot he too strongly put. This
disaster emphasizes what I say. The fire
itself has been restricted to the three top
floors and the property damage is '¢om-
baratively slight to what might have been
In one of the old rookeries built of highly
inflammable material.” .

Even while the Fire Chief was talking
his men were carrying the bodies-of men
and women from the pavements to the
waiting ambulances and patrol wagons.
placmg.the mutilated bodies in rude wood-
en coffins and carrying them away. Now
and then Chief Croker paused in his talik
with Mr. Whitman and gave hurried di-
recdons to his man. Some of them were
already on the fioors whicn had been
burned out and the work of recovering
hodies and lowering them down to ihe
sireet level with ropes had begun.

A few feet from where the District At-
torney and Fire Chief stoud talking wus
.4 hole in the asphalt pavement. Chief
"Croker explained that it had been made
-by falling bodies and that half a dozen
which had plunged through the break in
‘the pavement were lving at the bottom of.
the hole. Several were dragged out while
the Disirict Attorney stood by,

*“ This is horrible, horrible! ™ exclaimed
Mr. Whitman. * But what ¥you have told
me, Chief Croker, certainly seems to call
for an investigation. not ouly of this fire
and possible .negligence. but of 1hose con-
ditions which seem to prevail in other
buildings of a like character. where the
lives of hundreds of thousands of young
W Mmen, men, and even children are risked
+.ery day. If the laws goveraing the
sa.teguardl_ng of life in such buildings are
adequate, it is the duty of the authorities |
10 learn whether they are observed; and
if the laws are not adequate, then it is
the duty of the authorities to see to it
that adequate laws are enacted. and that
quickly.” . :

The District Attorney added that. while
the horror of the disaster was appalling.
and while he disliked to talk about an
official investigation at such a time, the
Very pature of the case seemed to de-
mand immediate action of some kind.

Inquiry to Begin at Once.

Leaving Chief Croker the District At-
torner hastened to a near-by telephone
and called up his assistants, Charles F.
Bostwick and Robert H. Manley, and in-
structed them to start an investigation
at once along lines he indicated. He toid
them to pay especial attention to the
question as to whether {ie requirements
of the Building ard Fire Depariments
had been complied with to the letter and
to report to him on Monday. Mr. Whit-
man also communicated with the Coro-
ner’s office and instructed the clerk in
charge to summon every available Coro-
ner to the scene. Coroner Hellensiein ar-
rived while Mr. Whitman was using the
telephone. and he and the District Attor-
ney conferred as to what was best to be
done.

Mr. Whitman learned from Inspector
Schmittberger that the Mo¥gue was al-
ready overcrowded with bodies and that
other arrangements would have to be
made for the accommodation of the re-
aining bodies, numbering fifty or more.
The District Attorney suggested that the
recreaiion pier at the foot of Twenty-
Tifth Street be converted into a tem-
porary morgue, and instructidns to that
effect were issited by Coroner Hellen-
stein. - |

The District Attorney also questioned
First Deputy Police Commissioner Dris-
coll, Inspectdr Daly, and Capt. Hayes as
to what they knew of conditions prevail-
ing on the scene when they arrived. From:
them the District Attorney learned that
more than .{ifty men. women, and girls
had jumped from the windows of the
eight, minth, and tenth floors, while the
blaze was at its height and had been
killed by the plunge of nearly 100 feet.

Acconipanied by the Coroner, Mr. Whit-
man sought out the elevator mer who
were on duty when the fire started and
took part in the work of rescue. Joseph
Zlto was one of the elevator men and he
was soon found. He came here from
Italy nine vears ago and lives

93] > proved
:theidisds

e
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scene told Mr. Whitman what_occurred in
the elevator shaft when the fire started. |

Elevator Man's Account of It.

Zito and the other elevator man, Joe
Jaspare, were on the first floor when the -
alarin ssunded from above. Seated on a
bench in one of the near-by offices Zito
gave the District Attorney this account:

“1 had just brought several emnloyes
downstairs and was waiting for a ring
from the upper® floors when I heard a
erashing of glass apparentiy on the eighth.
floor. A siower of glass came down the
shaft and landed on the top of my car.

‘1 started the car up at once. At the
eighth floor I found a group of glrls
screaming andg pressing up. against the
door. Looking through the bhroken glass
was Mr. Harris, The girls were all around
him and badiy scared. Mr. Harris was
telling them to keep back. Some of the
men enmloyes}i'ere also crowding around,
and Mr. Harris was telling the men to
keep back and let the girls down first. -

*1 couldn't see any blaze then, but' I
guess it was right behind them. While Mr.
Harris held the men back about twelve
|or . fifteen girls scrambled into the ele-

vator and I carried them down to the
street’ level. Up 1 went_again, and the
same conditions prevailed at the door of
the elevator on the eighth floor. The girls
’fought each other to get in. )
1 made about_twenty trips in all, . I
I think., Sometimes T would go to the ninth
floor and sometimes.to the tenth, alwaxs
getting as many as.l could into the
and letting her run for the bottomy.,

n
ithe last fes trips I,could.see the Firg;all
ll'ight, 1t -was- spurting out .from the . €le-.
vator .Aoors on -ihe ninth-and -the, tenpu
floors; and on the two last trips. I thought
the flameg might eat through the glevagor
cables and piftch us all to the hottom,of

he shaft." . R T W
e While I was doing this. the. qther pas-
senger elevator also was making trips.
but 1 believe that after the -first- few a
college student was running that. car. But
'T didn’'t have any time to watch what was
|going on anywhere but in my own ele-
{vator. There was enough excitement there,
and to spare. Some of the girls would
faint on the way down and have to be
dragged out at the bottom. There were
zeveral men. too. who crowded their way
into the car in spite of the girls. .

Eodics Down the Elevator Sllafﬁ -

. - On my last trip tlie flames began:
breaking into the upper part of the ele-
vator shaft, and it would have been mad-
ness to:venture up again, so JI could do
nothing more. Hardly two minutes after
I reached the bottom after the twentieth
trip. and even while the passengers were
scrambling out, a body struck the top
of -the elévator cage and bent the iron.
An instant later another followed.

“Then the car went down to the bot-!
tom of the shaft and the bodies kept on
plunging down. Oh. it was horrible! I

vi Y et the sight out of my mind.
? llslhgg;de x‘tﬁink thatgat least thirty-five
men and women plunged down the ele-
vator shafts from the eighth. ninth, and
tenth floors to death. Some of their
clothing was burning as they fell, and I
could see the streaks of fire coming

'n like rockets.”’

dow“'{:ilel he was telling his story to:the
District Attorney, Zito was nursing an
injured leg. He .had been jammed ug
against the side of his car by the crus
of women and men on one of the last
trips, and could not stand on that leg.
Zito had been arrested by one of the
policemen, but after hearing his story
and its corroboration by other witnesses,
District .Attorney Whitman suggested that
Zito te released and sent to a hqsplt_al.

I believe the poor fellow's leg is
broken,” said Mr. Whitman, who was
deeply moved by what he had heard. “I
will see to it that he gets the best of at-
tenion, for he is a real hero. I dare say
there are some elevator men who would
not_have done the half that Zito has done
to-day. yet there is nothing of he boast-
ful about him, and he did not even men-
tion his own injury. He is-a hero, every

of him.” :
mﬁ}izter some further inquiry the District
Altorney gave instructions that no imme-
diate arrests be made unless for some act-
ual crime, such as robbing the bodies or

isord t {th~ scene. .
dx‘s.olrt 3‘21? be time to make arrests, if any
are needed, after an inquiry developy
whether this disaster was due to c}"imlmzl
negiigence on the part of any one.

Mr. Whitinan, however. ascertained the
name of the owner of the bmldmg, J. J.
Asch of 733 Bradway, and of the two
members of the firm, Max Blanck and
Tsaac Miller, for the purpose of calling
them to testify in the investigation that
is to be made. .

Question of Responsibility.

The investigation by the District At-
torney's office will be independent of the
| Coroner’s inquest, although Mr. Whitman
! will be represented at the inquest. But
the facts bearing upon c¢riminal respon-
sibility, if any exists, will be gathéred in-
dependently by Mr. Manley and Mr. Bost-
wick, although they will be submitted to
the Coroner before the inquest.

The Grand Jury inquiry will follow the
Coroner's inquest, and any facts bearing
upon the question of responsibility will
also be considered by that body. But the
Grand Jury inquiry will have a far
broader scope than’ the actual disastér
of yesterday. Iis main object, in fact,
will be to, determine whether the loft
building' in’ which the -disaster 'occurred
is typical of hurdreds of others, and
what, if: anything, cam be done to guard
against a repetition. of the Horror. = *

With the Grand Jury investigation in
‘view, the District Attorney, while on the
scene, made inquirles as‘to, the number of
elevators in operation in the building, the,
number of staircases, the character of
 the building -itself, and everything bear-
|Ing on_the causes for the great loss of
jlife. He was informed by Chief -Croker
rand others.that there were four stajrways
rand four elevators, .two passenger -ele-
{ vators on the Washington.Plage side and
i two freight elevators on @ he Greene- 3

and the work of handling freight had
ceased for the day. As for the stairways,’
the District Attorney was informed, few
if any of the employes of the Triangle
Waist Company used them as a means of
escape. So great was the panic and so
dense the throng that packed around the
passenger elevator shafts that few of the
men and women seemed to remember the
stairways. '

Chief Croker told Mr. Whitman that
some of the men and women in the top,
floors jumped to the street after he ar-
rived. When the fire chief got there sev-|
eral filemen were holding a life net for |
thcse who jumped. but so great was the
height that the life net sagged as each
body fell and could not save a life. |

Shortly before the. District Attorney!
quit the scene Chief Croker made a per.-‘
sonal inspection of the burned floors, and
upon_his return to the street reported to!
-Mr. Whitman- what he had found.

** It is lkely that hetween 150 and 200
men and women perished,’ Chief Croker
said to the District Attorney. ** The floors
-up, there-are a frightful sight. Bones are
there that are burned to a crisp. the
'flesh- having been -burned away. Fifty-
five persons must have jumped out of the
-windows, -and at least thirty-five plunged
down the elevator shafts. There must
‘have -bean- seventy or more trapped on
-thé three floors and burned there. Heaven
j knows how many died right there on the
floors. - Perhaps the number of bodies
| there may reach a hundred.” X .
~Phere was a strike of the shirtwaist
' makers several-months ago. Prior to that
Ftime Jewish -help had .been employed
almost exclusively. But after the strike
ended this company. so Mr. Whitman was
informed, refused to take back any of;
‘these employes, preferring instead to hire
Itdlans, Irish, and Americans.

I .Employes Questioned.
<" Tn his, investigation-ofthe premises and
of the eonditions surrounding the disaster
the District' Attorney talked with other
.employes of the building besides 'the two
relevator men. - LI

He was informed that there were about
11,500 machines in operation by the Tri-

angle Waist factory, and that about 2.000

,employes were on the payroll.” The ma-|

chines were working full' time, he was
told. but had the fire occurred an hour
Jater every one would have becn out of
the bullding. The- company on the sev-
‘e'n’th ﬂoqr had quit work at 4 o'clock, and
the last of the employes there had reached
tlie street-beforé the shower ‘of glass down
‘the elevator shaft warned Zito and his
fellow-elevalor, man, that something was
‘w1jongron the ‘eighth fl?or.

. The District Attoriiey. was also informed
that there was great difficulty in iden-
tifying the bodiés, as many of them were
.burned past recognition. In several in-
;Stances, the police reported to him, wo-
;men: Had been ifentified by their pay
‘checks, for the Triangle Walst Company
employes had all been paid. off at noon.

When Mr. Whitman was asked what
~witnesses would probably be called before
"the ‘Grand Jury to be examined along
the lines-of criminal negligence, as well
as. along the general line of conditions
prevailing in the loft building district, he
said that architects, builders, city officials
and tenants would doubtless be called.
Officials of the Fire -Department, Build-
‘ing Departmient, Tenement House De-
partment, and other branches of the city
government will be among the witnesses.
Commissioner Waldo is likely to be omne
of the most important, and Chief Croker
“’f[]‘ll be ainolner. ¢
. There is no Grand Jury at
which would have time t? 20 h?tll-)esgg;
investigation of general conditions sur-
rounding the safeguarding of human life
in factory and luft buildings, but it is
likely that one of the April Grand Juries
which will be sworn in next week before
the Judges of General Sessions will take
up the inquiry.

* It seems apparent from a cursory in-
spection of the scene that the great loss
of life was-due to panic rather than to
the nature of the building itself,” said
thé District Attorney as he made his way
to his taxicab. ' In spite of all the ad-
vances in building construction and the
fireproofing of city structures it seems
impossible to overcome the human ele-
‘ment in fire danger. From what I have
learned from Chief Croker, it would ap-
pear that one can make a building very
nearly fireproof but not panic proof. But,
of course, it is absolutely necessary to
determineé if the laws concerning the safe-
guarding of human life are observed, and
tf they are, what new laws are required.”

‘ Mr, Bostwick’s Statement.
' . Assistant District Attorney Bostwick,

who arrived at the scene of the disaster

%shortly after District Attorney Whitman,

said: :
, * This disaster only bears out the state-
;ment made by many, which was that
some day New York would suffer from
some horror on account of the present
'law in regard to fireproof builldings. So
ffar as I have been able to learn in the
short time I have been here,. this build-
ing complied in all respects with the law,
| which requires only one fire escape.
| My chief, Djstrict Attorney Whitman,
‘has told me that I am to.take up the In-
vestigation on.Monday, and I intend to
make it a thorough oné. At pres-
lent I am not in possession of suffi-
| cient facls to'say what this investigation
might lead to, but if it appears to the Dis-
trict Attorney and myself that there has
. been a violation of the law thé matter will
- be' presented ‘to the Grand Jury. -At pres-
ent I can'say no more about the-case and
'will not be able to do so until I am fur-
‘nished with other facts about it.”

. Deputy . Police ‘Commissloner Driscoll,

who was at the scene of the fire, said
that it was his opinion inere was no ex-
cuse for the great number of lives lost.
He added: o

“ It is my belief that this is the, greatest
ity. ,Off

disaster in, the history of our city.
~€ourse more lives-were lost in the .Slo

o0ss’of lifé, and-

is. possible. thatin
lost: gt-all)’ y
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The Flames Spread with Deadly$
_Rapidity Through Flimsy Ma-
terial Used in the Factory.

600 GIBLS ARE» HEMMED IN

4

When Elevators Stop Many Jump
to Certain Death and Others
Perish in Fire-Filled Lofts.

STUDENTS RESCUE SOME

Help Them to Roof of New York
University Building, Keeping
the Panic-Stricken in Check.

ONE MAN TAKEN OUT ALIVE

Plunged to Bottom of Elevator
Shaft and Lived There Amiid
Flames for Four Hours.

ONLY ONE FIRE ESCAPE

Coroner Declares éuilding Laws
Were Not Enforced—Building
Modern—~Classed Fireproof.”

JUST READY TO GO HOME

Victims Would Have Ended Day’s
Work in a Few Minutes—Pay...
Envelopes ldentify Many.

MOB STORMS THE MORGUE

Seeking to Learn Fate of Relatives
Employed by the Triangle
Waist Company.

Three stories of a ten-floor building at
the corner of Greene Street and Washing-
ton Place were burned yesterday, and
lwhlle the fire was going on 141 young
men and women —at least 125 of them
mere girls—were burned to death or killed
by jumping to the pavement below.

The building was fireproof. It shows
hardly any signs of the disaster that
overtook it. The walls are as good as
ever; so are the floors; nothing-ds th
worse for the fire except the furnitute
and 141 of the 600 men and girls that were
employed in its upper three stories.

now

Most of the victims were suffocated or
burned to death within the building, but
some who fought their way to the win-
dows and leaped met deatly as surely, but
perhaps more quickly, on the pavements
below. .

All Over in Half an Hour.

Nothing like It nas ween seen in New
York since the burning of the General
Slocum. The fire was practically all over
in half an hour. It was confined to three
floors—the eighth, ninth, and tenth of the
building. But it was the most murderous
fire that New York has seen in many
years.

The victims who are now lying at the
Morgue waiting for some one to identify
them by a tooth or the remains of a
burned shoe were mostly girls of from 18
to 23 years of age. They were employed
at making shirtwaists by the Triangle
Waist Company, the principal owners of
w!':ich are Isaac Harris and Max Blanck.
Most of them coyld barely) speak Eng-
1ish. Many of them came from Brook-
iyn. Almost all were the main support
of their hard-working famifies.

There is just one fire escape in the
bujlding. That one is an interior fire es-
‘ca‘pe? In -Greene Street, where the ter-
‘ritled unfortunates crowded before they
began to inake their mad leaps to death,
the whole big front of the building is
gul]tless of one. Nor is there a fire
escape in the back: 4
. The building was fireproof and the own~
ers had put their trust in that,” In fact\
after- the flames had done their worst
last night, the building hardly showed a
sign. Only the sto.k within it and the
girl employes were- bumed

A . heap of corpses lay on. the sidewall
for more than an hour., The firemen weore
too busy dealing with ‘the ﬂre to pay any

a.ttentlon to people» whom ‘they supposed

ET STREWN
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N WAIST FACTORY F

TON PLACE

%E; .
UILDING:

- DEAD

The Burning Building at 23 Washington Place.

beyond their aid. When the excitement
had subsided to such an extent that some
of the firemen and policemen could pay
attention to this mas's of the supposedly
dead they found, dbout half way down in
_the pack, a girl who was still breathing.
! She died two minutes after she was fad.

The Triangle Walst Company was the
only sufferer by the disaster.
“dther ¢oricerns in the building, but it was

Blanck, however, “Wwere busy and their
girls—and some men-—stayed.

Leaped Out of the Flames.

At 4:40 o’clock, nearly five hours after
the employes in the rest of the building
had gone home, the fire broke out. The
one little fire eascape in the interior was
never resorted to by any of the doomed
“victims. Some of them es.ca.ped by running
down the stairs, but in a moment or two
this avenue was cut off by flame. The
girls rushed to the windows and looked
down at Greene Street, 100 feet bélow
them. Then one poor, little creature
jumped. There was a plate glass protee-
tion over part of the sidewalk, “but she
crashed through it, wrecking it and
breaking her body into a thousand pieces.

Then they all. began to drop. The
crowd yelled ‘ Don’'t jump!’’ but.it was
jump or be burned--the proof of which is
found in the fact that fifty burned bodies
were taken from the ninth floor alone.

They jumped they _ crashed through’
broken glass, they crushed themselves to
death on the sidewalk. Of those who
stayed behind it is better to say nothing*
except what a veteran policeman said as
'he gazed at a headless and charred trunk
on the .Greene Street sidewalk hours after
the worst cases had been taken out:

«§ gaw the Slocum disaster, but it was
nothing to this.”’

.+ JIg it & man or a woman?’ asked the

reporter.

“It's human, that's all you can tell,”
answered the policeman.

It was just 2 mass of ashes, with blood
| congealed on what had probably been the
neck.

Messrs. Harrls and Blanck were in the
'pbuilding, but they escaped. They carried
. with them Mr. Blanck's children and a
governess, and they fled over the roofs.
' Their employes did not know the way,

‘because they had been in the habit of |

. using the two freight elevators, and one

' of these elevators was not in service when
the fire broke out.

| Found_ Alive After the Fire.

The first living victim, Hyman Meshel
of ‘332 Bast Fifteenth Street, was taken

trom theé ruins four hours after#the fire
'was di;}“overed He was fcund paralyvzed
with fear and whimpering like a wounded
animal fo the basement, Immersed in
water to his neck, crouched on the top of
'a cahle drum, and with liis head just be-
i low the floor of the elevater.

Mearnitime the remains of the dead—it is
hardly ypossible to call them bodies, be-
cause that word sugsgests something hu-
man, and there was nothing human about
most of these—were being taken in a
steady stream to the Morgue for identifi-
caticn. First Avenue was lined with the
us;ialf curious’ ée.st side crowd, Twenty-

There are,;

Saturday and the other companies had let
their people go home. Messrs. Harris and |

sixth Street was impassable. But in the
Morgue they received the' charred rem-
nants with no more emotion than they
ever display over anything.

Back in Greene Street there was an

 other crowd. At midnight it had not
decreased in the least. The police were

holding it back to the fire lines, and dis-
cussing the tragedy in a tone which those
seasonea“wiﬁ'_resi’é's“ﬂf death seldom use.

“It's the worse thing I ever saw,” said
one old -policeman.

Chief Croker said it was an oulrage.
He spoke Dbitterly of the way in which
the Manufacturers’ AssociationVhad called
a meeting in Wall Street to take meas-
uyres against his proposal for enforcing
better methods of protection for employes
in cases of fire.

3
No Chance to Save Victims.

Four alarms were rung in fifteen min-
lutes. The first five girls who jumped did
g0 before the first engine could respond.
That fact may not cdnvey much of a pict-
ure to the mind of an unimaginative man,
but anybody who has ever seen a fire can
get from it some idea of the terrific ra-
' pidity with which the flames spread.

It may, convey some idea, too, to say
that thirty bodies clogged the elevator
shafts. These dead were all girls. They
had made their rush their blindly when
ithey discovered that there was no chance
to get out by .the flre escape. Then they
found that the elevator was as hope-
less as anything €lse, and they fell there
in their tracks and died.

The Triangle Waist Company employed
about 600 women and less than 100 men.
' One of the saddest features of the thing
!is the fact that they had almost finished,
for the day. In five minutes more, if
the fire had started then, probably not a
‘1ife wculd have been losl. .

Last night District Attorney Whitman
started an investigation—not of this dls-
. aster alone but of the whole condition
‘which makes it possible for a firetrap of
}such a kind to exist. Mr, Whitman's in-
tention is to find out if the present laws
cover such cases, and if they do not to

'frame laws that will

| GIRLS JUMP TO SURE DEATH.

Fire Nets Prove Useless—Firemen
Helpless to Save Life..

The fire, which was first discovered at
1:40 o'clock on the eighth floor of the
ten-story building at the corncr of Wash-«
ingtmi Place and Greene Street, leaped
through the three upper stories occupled
by the Trlangle Waist Company with a
sudden rush that left the Fire Depart-
ment helpless. .

How the fire started no one knows.
On the three upper floors of the building
were 600 employes of the waist com-

pany, 500 of whom were girls. The vic-
tims—mostly Italians, Russians, Hun-
garians, and Germans—were girls and

men who had been employed by the firm

of Harris & Blanck, owners of the Tri-
angle Waist Company, after the strike
in which the Jewish girls, formerly em-
ployed, had become unionized and had
demanded better working conditions.®The
building hag¢ experienced four recent
fires and had been reported by the Fire
Department to the Building Department
as unsafe, on account of the insuffi-
~ciency of its exits.

The building itself was of the most mod-
ern construction and classed as fireproof.
What burned so guickly and disastrously
for the victims were shirtwaists, hanging
on. lines above tlers-of workers, sewing

. - N
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machines placed so closely together that
there wasg hardly aisle room for the girls
between them, and shirtwaist trimmings
and cuttings which littered the floors
above the elghth and ninth stories.

Girls had begun leaping from the
eighth story windows before the firemen
arrivedl. The firemen had trouble bring-
ing their apparatus into position be-
cause of the bodies which strewed the
pavement and sidewalks. While more
bodies crashed down among them. they
worked with desperation to run their
ladders into position and to spread fire-
nets.

One fireman, running ahead of a hese
wagon, which halted to aveid running
over a body, spread a firenet, and tw»
more Sseized hold of it. A girl's body,
coming end over end, struck on the side
of it, and there was hope for an instant
that she would be the first one of the
score who had already jumped to be
saved. -

Thousands of people, who had crushed
in from Broadway and Washington
Square and were screaming with horror
at what they saw, watched closely the
work with the firenet. Three other girls.
who had leaped for it a moment after the
first one, struck it on top of her, and
all four rolled out and lay still upon
the pavement.

Five girls who stood together at a win-
dow close to the Greene Street corner
held their places while a fire ladder was
worked toward them, but which stopped
at its full length two stories lower down.
They leaped together, clinging to each
other, with fire streaming back from their
hair and dresses. They struck a glass side-
walk cover and crashed through it to
the basement. There was no time to aid
them. With water pouring in upon them
from a dozen hose nozzles the bodies
lay for two hours where they struck, as
did the many others who leaped to theu'
deaths.

One girl, who waved a handkerchief aﬁ
the crowd, leaped from a2 window adjoin-
ing the New York University Building on
the westward. Her dress caught on a
wire, and the crowd watched her ha.ng‘
there till her dress burned free and shef
came toppling down.

Many jumped whom the firemen believe
they could haVe saved. A girl who saw
the glass roof of a sidewalk cover at the
first-story level of the New York Univers
sity Building leaped for it, and her body
crashed through to the sidewalk.

On Greene Street, running along tha
eastern face of the building, more people
ieaped to the pavement than on Washing~
ton Place to the south. Fire nets proved,
just as useless to catch them and the lade
ders to reach them. None waited for the
firemen to attempt to recach them with
the scaling ladders.

All Would Soon Have Been Out.

Strewn about as the firemen worked,
the bodies indicated clearly the prepon-
derance of women workers. Here and
there was a man, but almost always they
were women. One wore furs and a muff,
and had a purse hanging from her arm.
Nearly all were dressed for the street.
The fire had flashed through their work-'
room just as they were expecting the
signal to leave the buillding. In ten min-~
utes more all would have been out, as
many had stopped work in advance of
the stgnal and had started to put on their
wraps.

What happened inside there were few
who could tell with any definiteness. All
that those who escaped seemed to re-
member was that there was a flash of
flames. leaping first among the giris in
the southeast corner of the eighth floor,
and then suddenly over the entire room,
spreading through the linens and cottons
with which the girls were working. The
‘girls on the ninth floor caught sight of
‘the flames through-the windows, up the
stairway., and up the elevator shaft.

On the tenth floor they got them a mo-
ment later, but most of those on that
floor escaped by rushing to the roof and
then on to the roof of the New »York
University Bullding, with the .agsistance
of 100 university students who had been .
dismissed from a tenth story classroom.

There were in the building, according to
the estimates of Fire Chief Croker, aliout
600 girls and 100 men. The bodies of those




" xiiled ®nd burned to death were found
principally on the ninth floor, where over
50 perished in front of a closed door-
way, which they had jammed shut; in the
two elevator shafts 30 or more were piled
up in the bottom after the elevator had
ceased running; at the bottom of a single
jron fire escape in an air shaft in the
building's rear and on the fire-proot
stalrways between the eighth and ten
storlés, up which the fire from the burn-
ing_sewing machines on the eighth floor
went with a rush of air toward the roof.

«
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When the Fire Was Discovered.

wrarmpe woe

Samuel Bernstein, the walist factory’s
i foreman, and Alax Rothberg, his first
assistant. were standing together on the
< eighth floor when the screams of Sirls

attracted their attention to the south-

east corner of the large room. They rang
: for the clevators, of which two were in

. the south side of the building, and Roth-
- berg teleph\oned to the Fire Department
2nd Police Departments. Two hundred
girls were working on that floor, most of
them still at their machines {n the narrow
aisles that gave them hardly room to
move about. Dynamos, used to operate
the sewing machines were in the corner
from which the fire was spreading.

The two men attacked it with buckets
of water, feeling confident at first they
would be able to put it out. In the meai-
time the girls, screaming Joudly and in a
penic, rushed for the elevator shaft and
the staircase, where they encountered a
clesed door.

Dora, Miller of 10 Cannon ‘Street got the!
door part way open, vut it was jammed’
shut again by the press of people behind:
her. She struck a glass panel in it with
her fists until she had made a hole large
enough to climb through, and. she es-
caped. Twenty cthers followed her be-
fore the flames reached them, and the
rest of those caught on the floor were
only discernable as a mass of charred!
bones when the firemen at last worked!
their way up the staircase.

Bernstein and Rothberg escaped by way
of the elevator on its last trip to the
floor.

I

Factory Owners Escapc.

The two partners, Harris and Blanck,
were both in the building, Harris being
on the ninth floor and Blanck on the
eighth. With Blanck, according to a
statement of Joseph Zito,” an elevator
man, were his two daughters and a gov-
erness. He was telephoning for a taxi-
cab to. take them home when the alarm
was sounded.

Blanck told Zito, the latter declares, to
keep his clevator running and take out
the women first.

The two passenger elevators, in charge
of Zito and another operator named J.
Gaspar, made several trips, but never
went above the. eighth floor® as they
found more than enough people surround-
ing the entrance on that floor each time
they reached it.

One of the men—which one was not
made clear in the various versions of the
affair offered—deserted his elevator and
ran away, cryving ‘ Fire' as he ran.

Max Steinberg,- a New York TUniversity
law student, saw him running through
YWashington Place, and at the same iime
saw a girl leap from an eighth story win-
dow. XHe pulled a f've alarm box in Wash-_4
ingfon Square East and then ran to the
building, where ne entercd the deserted
elevator and ran it for four more trips
hefore the heating of the cables put it
out of commission. -

Trapped on the Ninth I‘loor.

On the nin,.h storv which like the
‘elghth was fillad with sewing machines
and was used for-cutting and isewing
shirtwaists, the gu-ls fared worse than
those on the floor below. They crowded
about the elevator shaft, but no cars re-
sponded- to their frantic' ringing of the
bell. Time after time they saw thé cars
approach, only to be filled at the eighth-
and go down again.

Girls who rushéd to the staircase were
met with flames which bore them down
before they could retreat. Those who
reached the windows and waited there
for firemen saw the ladders swing in
against the building two stories below
““THe one litile ‘iron fire escape, leading
from a rear window. was pitiably inade-
quate, and it was {rom this floor that
most of those came who fell like paper
doills, end over end, to the pavement.

There were about 20 men on the ninth
floor. Calmer than the girls. they lined
the southerly tier of windows first and
tried to force the girls back to prevent
them from jumping. Several girls they
dragged back, after they had reached the
window sills, and some they induced to
lift themselves in again after they had
cHmbed outside and were clinging only

with their hands. i

Zito, the elevator man, said that on his .
last trip down he could hear the thud of
bodies striking the roof of his car as
women jumped from the ninth floor after
giving up hope that he would reach them.
He heard the rattle of silver from their
pay envelopes as it came through the iron
grating into the car.

The loss on this floor was not known to
.the fircmen and police until nearly 7
o'clock, when Deputy Fire Chief Binns
Teached it on the concrete stairway, which
rTemained perfectly solid and unharmed.
Binns found the bodies of fifty or more
‘women, those who had not been burned
‘beyond recognition seeming to be mere
\girls. They were lying in heaps upon the
floor, as il they had huddled together
Tiear the stairway and the elevator shaft,
and had been overtaken there by the
flames. Money from the pay envelopes
-was strewn about ciose 1o them,

The.tenth floor was the only one on
which men were employed in any num-
ders. On this floor was the packing room,
where the finished shirtwaists were pre-
pared for shipment, and the showroom,
where customers were made welcome.

f
Students Save Some Lives.

* The men and women on this floor rushed
- for the roof. The smoke issuing from the
windows was seen by Prof. F. Somner,
"-who was teaching twenty-five young
the ‘principles of the New Jersey Code. on
‘the ténth floor of the law school.
~ Prof. Sommer ordered his students to
rush to the roof ang lower ladders to the
.roof of the factory building. The New
- York University building is one story
higher than the waist factory building.
One ladder was procured and a -student
. named Kremmer descended on it to the
roof of the building on fire. Another stu-
. dent, at the top of the ladder, grasped
. the women as they climbed toward the
< .top, while XKremmer kept them from
blocking the bottom rungs.
;, Men, panic-stricken, fought with the
. women to get to the ladder, but Kremmer
.-shoved them away and let the women out
of the danger zone first. Over 100 women
and 20 men escaped this way. Another
" hundred reached a building north of the
iburning one, whose roof was only five
-feet higher and could be reached without
ia ladcer.
r. How many reached the streets through
i-the stairwayvs nobody knew, as they were
$foreigners who spoke little English and’
i-Tfled for their homes in the lower east
:L,?,side as soon as they gained the sidewalk.
. Thg task of the police and firemen out-
side the building was hardly started be-
ore the fire had caused its full damage in
oss ot life. The three _burned stories,
gtglé!g:};was all over a.nd,Fir Department

;ppeated on the receipt of information
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One Hour After This Picture Was Taken Two of the Victims Were Discovered to be Alive. =

wooden window trim and “wooden floor
coverings. Red tiling flashed the search-
light glow back to the street below from
all the ceilings, and steel and concrete
layers made the floors as firm to the
tread of the firemen as if they had been
newly built. | .

Police and Firemen Arrive.

The call to the police reached Head-
quarters over the telepligne in’ a. brief
message that said girls were jumping
from the Triangle Waist Company win-
dows. The police were familiar with
the place, as it had played a centre
role in the opening phases of the shirt-
waist strike.

Headquarters, from First Deputy Com-
missioner Driscoll and Chief Inspector
Schmittberger to the last clerk and door-
man, emptied itself, at Driscoll's orders.
into the fire zone. Inspector Daly and
twelve Captains reported to Schmittber-
ger a few moments after he arrived.

Capt. Dominick IHenry of the Mercer
Street Station had preceded Driscoll and
Schmittberger, and was attempting to es-

tablish fire lines when they arrived.
Twenty-five patrol wagons from ail the
downtown precincts and 150 men came
into the fire zone. They made one line on
Washington Square East, forcing tlie peo-
ple to the west side of the street, another
line at Broadway, and cross-street lines
at Waverly Place and on Fourth Street. |

The second, third and fourth .fire alarms
were turned in before any apparatus had

at Fire Headquarters that there were
twenty or more dead on the sidewalks.
Chief Croker arrived in time to see his
men spreading hopelessly their small and
one or two large life nets, and saw many
jump to their deaths.

Ambulances from Bellevue and New
York and St. Vincent's Hospital—twenty
or miore in number—lined the street in
Washingion Square East and in Wash-
ington Place.

Ten surgeons .from Bellevue, under Drs.
Byrne, Read, and Kempf, thredded! their
way among the firemen galhering up the
dead. ‘They *orked at this task fron 6
o'¢élock until 7, and then policemen came
to, their assigtance., The bodies found on

Greene Street were taken to the east side-
walk, while those in Washington Place
were laid m lines on both sidewalks.

Tdrpaulms. laid over them, px‘otected
them somewhat from the deluge of water |

‘which, pouring from the high-pressure

towers like a miniature niagara, flowed'
down the side of the building and into
foot-deep flood along the pavement.

The surgeons could offer little aid ex-
cept to cover over the bodies of the dead.
Here and there from near-by stores re-
ports came of injured, and -a few am-:
bulances drove away with these to the
hospitals. Mostly all there -was to do was
to determine that life was extinct in the
bodies on the pavement, and cover them
over.

Deputy Police Commissioner Driscoll

. sent in an order at 6:30 o'clock for sev-

enty-five coffins, and later another order
for seventyv-five more. It was nbt known
to the firemen and policemen at first that
the death roll would reach a.nvthmg like
its final proportions.

How Many DPied.

A tihirteen-year-old girl hung for three
minutes by her finger tips to the sill of a
tenth floor window. A tongue of flame'
licked at her fingers, and she dropped to
death.

A girl threw her pocketbook, then her
hat, then her furs from a tenth-floor win-
dow. A moment later her body came
whirling after them to death. .

At a ninth-floor window a man and a
woman appeared. The man embraced the
woman and kissed her. Then he hurled
her to the street and jumped. Both were
killed. Five girls smashed a pane of
glass. dropped in, a struggling tangle, and
were crushed into a shapeless mass.

A girl-on the eighth {loor leaped for a
fireman’s ladder, which reached only to
the sixth floor. She missed, struck the
edge of 2 life net, dnd was picked up with
her back broken. TFrom one window a
girl of about 13 years, a woman. a man,
and two women with their arms about one
another threw themselves to the ground
in rapid succession. The little girl was
whirled to the New York Hospital in an
automobile. She screamed as the driver
and a policeman lifted her into the hall-
way. A surgeon came out, took one look
at her face and touched his hand to her
wrist. ’

*“ She is dead,” he said.

One girli jumped into a horse blanket
held by firemen and policemen. The blan-
ket ripped like cheesecloth, and her body
was mangled almost beyond recognition.

Another dropped into a tarpaulin held
by three men. Her weight tore it from
their grasp and she struck the -street,
breaking glmost every bone in her body.

Almost at the same moment a man
somersaulted down upon the shoulder of
a policeman holding the tarpaulin.- - He
glanced off, struck the sidewalk, and was
picked up dead.

Chief Croker thought at first it would
not go over twenty-five, Then he placed
the numiber at sixty-five—the total on the
streets and reported from the inside. At
7 o'clock, over two hours after the fire-
men had comfe, the dead on the ninth
floor were found, and those in the ele-
vator shaft, each find sending the total
up Leyond the largest estimates previously
made. - ) '

In getting out the bodies, the task proved
so formidable that it was late in the night
before it was reasonably complete.

Taking the Bodies Away.

Coroner’s Physician O'Hanlon,
Coroners Ho.tzhanser and ILehacne,

with
ar-

rived at 6:45. 0% !ock along:"thh:])'s‘ir

icared for the dead from the Slocum dis-!
\a.ster on the recreation pier, and it would'
be better to handle these in the same |
manner, as the Morgue would prove hope-
less to the task of accommeodating them.
He said he had still some of the tags such’
as were .used in the Slocum disaster, and
he proposed that each body be tagged vx-

actl; where it lay, and that records be
made by number. He was told by Coro-"
ner Hoitzhauser to proceed in thic man-
ner, and did so with the assistance of 100
or more policemen.

As fast as bodies had been looked over
for identifications and tags fastened to|
them, coffins were brought from a sup-
ply depot established in East Washing-
ton Place. Tn these rude wooden boxes.
coverless, the bodies were placed in patrol
wagons and driren away.

At 7:45 o’clock the searchiigits from four
Fire Department engines were playing
in the upper windows, and a glow came
out. of them from torches carried within
by firemen. Suddenly a black shadow
swung out of the ninth-story window, ard
the crcaking of pulleys and a rope and
tackle began, as the black mass descend-
ed speedily toward the ground. .Fircmen
in windows on the lower floor guided the!
ropes. It was the beginning of the work!
of bringing out the bodies from. the’ floor |
where the death roll was the largest. i

The pulley system worked for an hour,
each body being lowered after it had,
been wrapped- in black” cloth .and tied se-!
curely untjl it resembled just such pack-
ages as go up and down daily in the Dhus-
mess district, rope-and-puuey fashion.

~ Coroner’s Statement.

The scene was more than Coroner
Holtzhauser could stand. Sobbing like a
child, the Coroner,*who was first to oyen
the fireplace where Ruth Wheeler's body
was incinerated in the Wolter flat, said
thet that scene was .easy to stand com-
pared with this. )

“ And only one miserable little fire €s-
cape!” he said. ‘I shall procded against
the Building Department along with the
cthers. They are as guilty as any. Tﬁey‘
ha.)@ft bqen inslstent enough; and. these
poor, ‘girls”'who were (,arried up i the’
elevafor- to work in the morning-—‘-now
they come down on the end of a rope. Y

That investigations from many céntres
would be started was early made appar-
ent. Building Department officialsy who
arrived at 7:20 o’clock, said they Would
begin one this morning. Fire Marshal
Beers sald he would begin another.” The
District Attorney made a'. list of wnt-
nesses that he will question.

Chief Croker's Vicew.

Fire Chief Croker, after the fire had
flickered down to a few embers still
glowing ‘here and there, spoke vigorously
against the men who have opposed his
plans for better fire protection.. ‘‘ Look
around everywhere,” he said, “ nowhere
will you find fire escapes. They say they
don’'t look sightly. I have tried to force
their installation, and only last Friday a
manufacturers’ association met in Wall'
Street to oppose my plan and to oppose |
the sprinkler system, as well as the addi-
tional escapes.

“ This is just the calamity I have been
predicting,”” said Chief Croker. ‘' Therc
were no outside escapes on this building.
I have been advocating and agitating that,
more fire escapes be put on factory. bmld-
ings similar to this. The larfge loss ot/
life is due to this neglect.”

He said that there was only one ﬁro
escape from the building. An old-tune;
perpendicular affair, he said, leadiag to\
the courtyard in the centre of the block of :
buildings, which would only allow of one
person’s escape at a time. \Vher) he ex-
amined this escape, he said, he riound
on the upper floors that it had become
very loose, and it was a dangerous mdtter
to escape by that route

*¢ A repetition of this disaster Is likely
to happen at any time in similar Build-
ins,” he said. He advocated balcony fire
escapes with a wide iron staircase.

‘The staircases in the building, the Chief
said, were of the ordinary three feet six
inches wide tvpe, but he belieyed that if
escape had Deen sought by that route, the
death list would not have Dbeen so ap-
palling. ’

There were rumors that the fire started
by a gasoline explosion, but the survivors
sajd that they had heard no exploslon

Fire Commissioner R. Waldo being out
of town yesterday, the fire was in charge
of Deputy Commissioner Arthur J.
O'Keefe, in charge. of Brooklyn and
Queens, who is taking the Commissioner’'s
place

He and Coroner Holtzhauser had a dls-
pute concerning the.cause of the fire at
11:20 o'clock. Holtzhauser remarked that
there was terrible responsibllity for the
Fire Department to meet.

* And for some other departments, too,”’
O’Keefe replied. * Commissioner Waldo
to my <«ertain knowledge had repori:ed
this place to the Building Department
within the past three months as-a build-
ing unsafe for.use as a factory, since

there. were insufficient means of egress!
by stairways, and,there were not suffi-
cient fire escape facilitics.

“ Oh, that makes a difference,
Holtzhauser concluded.

Winfield R. Sheehan, Commissioner
Waldo's secretary, joined the group at
that juncture. Iie said that he person-
ally had mailed the protest to the'Build-
ing Department and knew of Commis-
sioner Waldo's anxicty because ol the
unsafe condition of the building and his
inability to force the making of changes.

Alfred Ludwig-: of the Department of
Buildings was acting in the capacity of
Superintendent during ‘the absence of

|
i
|

‘Lhen,"

)out o. )

Sup}: Rudolph P. Muler who was
lt:own ‘1ast night.

- The building which was burned, it \va.s
I'sald by one of the members of the de-
partment who,stands near to tife Com-
missioner but who' refused to be quoted,
was one of several thou-and which had
been recommended by tiae Fire Depart-
ment for additional fire eseapes.

“ Phese recommendations,’” sald the of-
ficial, * were made several weeks a;o
after a’ thorough investigation by mem-
bers of the Fire Department of all office,
manufacturing, and loft buildings in the
five horoughs. These investigations were
made by the IMire Dcpartment at the re-
quest of (Commissioner Wuldo, although
according to-law this department had no
control over the construction and means
of escape on the many large factory
buildings in the city. !

“ There was not one huilding in the city
which escaped the eyes of the Fire De-
partment, each place being investigated
by the foretnan of the engine company in
the district in which it was situated.

““The investigation lasted weeks, and
after a report had been made to the Com-
missioner it was forwarded to the Build-
ing or the Tenement House Departiment.
Many of the recommendations which were
made by the. Commissioner were at once
attended to, but this.one seems to have
béen neglected.”” :

Fire Chiefs and‘others connected with
the department seemed to believe that
the -large loss of life could have Dbeen
avoided had the operators not become
panicstricken. The work of the elevator
men was spoken of by members of the
department with praise, who seem to
think had they not kept their heads the
total loss of life might have been doubled.
l The building, Chief Crokeér said, was all
that cdulg he wished for in the way of
fireproof construction. *° But it isn't the
Luilding that's going to give us fireproof
)L-.onditions.“ Croker said to the dripping
firemen and others crowded around him.
Phe lesson of the fire is that a building
is just as fireproof as the stuff within it—
fireproof walls, fireproof floors, and fire-
| proof stairways—then rooms packed with
i flimsy cloth and trimmmings and run by
electric dynanios about which waste and
oil were allowed to accumulate.™

The ¥dison Company strung lights be-
tween 8 and ¢ oclock through every
fleor in the building, fo aid the fire-
men in their search for bhodies.

'“\e cloud of smokc fmm the fne was

visible in all parts of Manhattan. It rose
straight in the air above the roof, and
then for a time between 3 and 6 o'clock
tongucs of flame illumined the darker
mass above. Tke firemen could not reach
it with their hose streams, and even the
high pressure towers had difficulty in
throwing their sireams above the ninth
floor. No water went over the roof un-
til firemen made their way up the stair-
case after the fire fighting had become
w matter of detail and small burning scc-

tions.
1t leaped across an onpn areaway into
the New York TUniversity Law School.
destroying the l7aculty room and dam-
aging two classrooms. Students carried
many valuable books to safely out 01'3‘
the library and helped with Dbuckets to';
wet down woodwork that was bcgn'nn'mg‘]
i

to smoke in the intense heat.” H

Nowhere in the building except on the
three upper floors were people at work.'
The other concerns in the building had

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

disniissed their forces at 3 o'clock, and
only the shirtwaist makers were contin-
uing at work. These were Meyer, Crows
& Wallace, clothiers, on the sixth and
seventh floors: Morris Blum, clothier, on
the fifth and sixth floors; Harris Broth-
ers, clothiers. on the third and fourth
floors, and the Hatters’ Exchange. and
Alartin Bates, Jr., on the first and sec-
ond floors.

The superintendent of the building, whe
refused to give his name, or identify hims
self other than that he was emploved by
' J. J. Asch of 735 Broadway, the owrier,
said there were two freight elevators in
the rear on which the owners had partly
i depended to get the shirt waist makers
| out in case of fire. \Whether anyone had
tried to usc¢c them, or if anyone had comy
down on them lie did not know.
| rI'he building,was roped off at 10:3(
o'clock, and the police lines withdrawn,

Continuned on Page 3. i
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Continmage 2.
except for the streets immediately sur-
rounding it.

Relatives of the dead were not allowed
to come near while the work of the fire-

men and surgeons was going on, hut were
taken under police escort to the Mercer
Street Station, where a vast crowad con-

gregated throughout the evening. Broad-
way at 11 o'clock, in the vicinity of Wasn-
ington Place, was' thronged with women,
walking up and down and wringing thelr
hands*while calling.the names of their
kinfolks whom they had lost.

SCENES. AT THE MORGUE.

Men and Women Gather in a Frantic
Throng in Quest of Loved Ones.

A few minutes after the first load of
fire victims was received at the Bellevue
Hospital Morgue the streets were filled
with a ctamoring throng, which struggled
with the reserves stationed about the
building in an effort to gain entrance
to view the bodies of the dead in the
hope of identifying loved ones.

The frantic mob was reinforced as the
hospital wagon brought more of the dead
to the institution. The sobbing and
shrieking mothers and wives, and frantic
fathers and husbands of those who had
not been accounted for struggled with the
police and tried to stop the wagon that
. was bearing the dead on its trips to the
Morgue, Mothers and wives ran frantic-
aliy through the street in front of the
hospital, pulling their hair from their

" heads and calling the names of their dear
ones.

A few of the surging mob who viewed
" the situation in a calmer manner attempt-
,ed to calm the excited ones, but in vain.
_The police were abused because they
. world not allow the surging mob in the
1 Morgue, and in mary instances they were
. threatened and had to resort to the use
10! tkeir nightsticks to keep the struggling
'(mass from breaking in,

Two members of the throng who suc-
(ceeded in gaining entrance to the Morgue
‘were Mrs. Josephine Pannel of 49 Stanton
Street and her son-in-law, who came in
&earch of her daughter, Mrs. Jane Bucalo,
U8 years old. She was last seen strug-

ling to get into the elevator on the eighth
|floor of the building. Mrs. Pannel walked
up and down the aisle that was formed
between the rows of the unidentified dead
and looked in vain for her daughter.

| She was filled with bope, however,
when an attendant announced that the
wagon had just arrived with another load
of the fire victims. The newly arriving
dead were brought into the Morgue and
stretched out, and Mrs. Pannel and her
son-in-law ran frantically up and down
the lines trying to find the one they
sought., When thé mother found that her
search was.in vain, she ran shrieking to,
her son-in-law and began tearing out her
hair. Bucalo stood as a man in a trance,
gazing at the rows of blackened bodies.
Suddenly he reeled and fell to the floor. |
He was assisted to his feet by the attend-
ants. ;

Presently Mrs. Pannel became ea.]mer,f
and, seelng that there was no body |
among the dead that would answer the
description of her daughter, she grew
more composed, and thought it was prob-
able that her daughter had &scaped from
the burning building alive.

At the door of the Morgue Mrs. Pannel
met a reporter, and told him of her mi-
raculous escape from the burning build-
ing, and the cause of her frantic search
for the body of her daughter. According
1> her story, she was in the reading room
of the factory when the fire was dis-
covered. She, with others, ran to the ele-
vator shaft, and when the car reached the
eighth floor they fought to get into it.
She said that she seized her daughter by
the skirt before leaving the cutting room,
and as she was being carried into the
elevator by the frantic mob that was
surging behind her her hold on her
daughter’s dress was torn away, and she
remembers seeing the terrorized face of
her daughter as the car was started down-
ward. She called to her daughter, and
thought that she saw her reel and fail

-0 the floor as the car shot downward.

Mrs. Pannel described graphically the
surging throng that clamored in the hall
of the eighth floor and the struggle of
the employes to gain entrance to the el-
evator car. She told of the rush of the
occupants of the car when the elevator
reached the ground floor on its last trip.
She said she had a dim recollection of
‘persons being trampled under foot by
the excited mob as they dashed from the
‘car to the entrance of the building, and

relicts were sett to work arranging them !
in rows, and latgr putting th'em in the
rough wooden ‘boxes’ that serve as coffins
‘nightly at the Morgue. But the supply of
boxes was soon exhausted, and Commis-
sioner Drummond of the Department of
Charities was obliged to send over to the
storage warehouse. on Bla{Ekwelljs Island
for more. Presently, there steamed up to
the pier from the island a large double-
decked launch, bringing stacked up on its,
deck 100 more boxes.

“Them boxes wasn’t brought here since
the Slocum fire,” said one old attendant
at the Morgue, amid a tense silence,’ Other
attendants nodded- reminiscently. ‘

Cousiderable -confusion was caused on|
the pier in numbering the dead. The po-!
lice of the various precincts had recelved
from the Charities Department small,
colored tags bearing numbers %o tag the:
different boxes as soon as the bodies were
laid in them. There turned out to be
three separate systems of numbers, and
the enumeration had to- be ‘done all over|
again. . o

At 11:30 o'clock, with the mob - still
storming more and more’ qutside, the" po-
lice had counted in the Morgue and on the
pier 136 bodies—thirteen men gnd 12
women. Fifty-six of these were burned
beyond all but human semblance dnd ‘may-
never be identified. The thousands of;
clamorers outside could not have identl-’
fied them, even if the police had let them
swarm in on the pier.

As the maddened throng swarmed
around the ghastly laden patrol wagons
,and improvised hearses their misery’
wrung even the hardened habitual han-
dlers of the dead in the Morgue, making
them frequently turn away from their
work. There were hundreds scantily clad
and shivering, despite thelr raving, in the |
cold night air. Many of them had no
money. Their week's funds were in the
pay envelopes, found in dozens, on the
scorched and irrecognizable bodies on the
pler. One woman, her head charred to
a mere twisted blurr of black, carrled in
her stocking 3600 in tightly crumpled bills.
Dozens of the girls whose bodies were
1aid out on the pier were found to have
carrieddtheir scant savings in this way.

Clang Together in Death.

Two girls, charred beyond all hope of
identification, 'and found in the smoking
ruins with their arms clasped around each
other's necks, were conveyed to the pier,
still together, and placed. in one box.

Horrible cries had burst from the mis-

‘where burst anguished croes for sister,

that she believed many who were
trampled upon perished in the bottom of !
(the elevator car. ‘
. She also sald that when fhe car left|
‘the eighth floor, some of the employes'
{fmade a vain attempt to leap on the’!

stop of the car and that a few, being:
pushed forward by the ‘struggling mass :
!behind them, fell down the shaft through J
the open doorway of the shaft on the
elghth floor and were dashed to death.
Jupon the roof of the car.

N Police Work Desperntelf. \
. A hndred policemen, most of thenm zsher
iand with wrembling lips, worked at the
theart-rending task of keepilig back, with-
‘out undue roughness, the maddenwd thou-
‘sands.

| * For God's sake,” one cried to a re-
Jporter, who was wedging his way out of
ithe mob, * get me a drink!"

. The pour bluecoat needed it

, Every few minutes a patrol wagon or a
hastily improvised morgue wagon that
had done duty as an auto truck earlier
in the day appeared at the head of the
mob at First Avenue and Twenty-sixth
Btreet, and the reserves of six precincts
‘had to force open a narrow path through
the crowd for it. As”svoan as the path
‘was opened in front, however. the crowd
surged in benind it. At the sight of the
Lodies the crowd broke into fresh weep-

g and screaming, each seeming to see
in the charred and often unrecognizable
Temajns a loved one.

« Twelve patrol wagons {rom #s many
istations, besides dozens of hastily im-
pressed dispensary wagons of the Police
epartment and the Department of
blic Charities and a few auto trucks
ere used in transporting the dead from

e fire to the Morgue. The Morgue it-
%elf became too crowded, early In the
evening, for further storage of budies,
amnd the Charities Department decided to
throw open the long public dock adjoining
3. Here, as night settled over the city,
the bodies were tdken from the wagons
and laid out, side by side, in‘ double

yws along either side of the long docks.

Besides the thirty attendants regularly
ati the pier, twenty derelicts who had ap-
plied at the Municipal Lodging House in
East Twenty-sixth Street for a night's
resi, were pressed into service for tke
ghastly work. -

Ity the narrow lane 1éft between  the
dodlle rows of the dead on the dark
pler, the patrol wagons and rude dead
waglons crept slowly. to where the lines
had ifreshly ended. 'They. depositpd their

. freight, backed slowly out, and returned
the scene of the'Zira for more bodies.
8 {fast as:the dead wkere brought to

{ pier the BTy YpARRAGAIErS dna de-

- N T

ery stricken mob outside when these two
were carried through the narrow ane in
the street, and a few of the clamorous
throng had forced their way to the wagon
and lifted the dark tarpaulin. Every-

mother, and wife, a dozen pet names in
italian and Yiddish rising.in shrill agony
above the deeper moan of the. throng.

Now and then a reporter,’. the way
cleared before -him by a broad, - white-
faced policeman, forced his ‘way to the
nearest telephone, to send to his office a
report of what was happenlngj there.,
Each time -a ‘hundred faces wére turned
up to him imploringly, .and a hundred
anguished voices begspd of him tidinga
of those within. "Had h¢ seeh a little girl
with black hair and dark-brown’ cheeks?
Had he seen a tall, thin man, with
stooped shoulders? Could he describe
any one of the many he had seen in
there? The poor wretches were hunting
for a * story,” too.

Pitequsly they pleaded with the pol}ce-_
men to et them—only them— past, so
that they might see whether: their loved’
ones were on the pier. -They would only
lok around, one short glance, and céme
straight out. The policemen,: strugglifg:
with their .own ~énibtlobs: more, roughly:
than with thé growdt-could onty put ti&m;
off. Presenfiy, they said, in a very Iittle.
while now, ‘they would let them all™i. =

When finally the pleadings and strug-
gles of the angulsh-wracked muititdde’
bade fair to drive them through ail liges
in a hungry swarm over the pier and
into the Morgue, Inspector Walsh, Capt.
Cray of the East Thirty-fifth Street Sta-
tion, Commissioner Druramond, his Dep-
uty, Frank J. Goodwin, and Coraners’
Physiclans Weston and O'Hanlon neld a
hurried consuitation behind the barred
‘doors of the Morgue. They decided to
number each body anew, to make sure
of the count; to turn over the valuables
or money found with the bodies to Lieut.
Sullivan for safekeeping, anad then to
let the throng, in small parties, into the
place. As soon as a body was idenfified
they would place the lid on the coffin
and remove it to one side.

The mere announcement, Spreading
through the crowd outside, that the po-
lice would let them through and open
the doors at midnight threw the mob into
a wild hysteria of almost joy. Several
women had to be taken to Bellevue for
treatment, laughing and crying and
struggling all the way,

Inside, as they heard the savage cries
of the mob, they sickened and paled at
the thought of what would follow when
tie Jdoors were opcned.

“ Fifty-six! " mutiered Inspector Walsh,
turning his face away. They call him
* Smiiing Dick ™ Walsh, but his averted
face was. not smiling. He meant the
fifty-six vodies that were burnt or
crushed beyond recogniticn; fifty-six
that would certainly be buried in un-
named graves. Dozens of them had every
sittch of clothing burred off them. Oue
body—that of a young girl—was headless
and burned to a crisp.

Commissioner Drummond realized that
wilen the mad throng was let into the
Morgue and on the pier, many of them,
already crazed by uncertainty concerning
their loved ones, ‘aight at the sight of
the dead throw themselves into the river.
He therefore ordered that every opening
in the Morgue building and on the ‘cov-
erzd pier be/boarded up at once, and that
no space should be lift which would per-
mit of the passage of a body.

At midnight, by order of Capi. Gray,
the door of the Morgue was opened for
a brief moment, and the foremost of the
surging mob outside, to the number of
fifteen, was allewed to enter. The police
squad at the doors could hardly  keep
the rest back, with promises of letting

them, too, presently enter in groups of
fifteen. :

Each . group, shivering and clamoring
and weeping, was lned up at the door
and allowed slowly to file between the
rows of boxes. 'wo policemen accom-
panied each of them, ready to support
them jf they should faint. And more
than half of them did. They looked
around with an air of frightened bewil-
derment at the ghastly array of dead,
and then, one by one, looking down at
the nearest box: at their feet, where the
mangled bodies lay, with heads prepped
up on boards for the light of the attend-
ant beside the box, they collapsed with
cries of terror. Such were carried to
cne side and revived by physicians from
Bellevue, and later warmed with coffee
handed to' them by attendants and pan-
handlers at the pier.

Scores of men and women thought they
saw in the ghastly bodies propped up in
the boxes the relatives they were look-
atrixg Iiox-, but could not identify them post -

vely. N

Around several bodies gathered men
end women in small knots, eakh Insisting
putifully that what was proppéd up there
beloniged to.them, and ecalling the un-
Tecognizable mass with tender pet names,

One man, William Mantes of 35 Second
Avenye, came there seeking for his sis-
ter Sarah, aged 15;. his sister Lucy, 19
years, and his mother, all of whom had
worked in the same shop. He couldn’t
find any of them and broke down com-
pletely,  Another, Dominick Leone, " of
444 East Thirteenth Street, .came to find
three cousins-and a niece, who hadn’t re-
turned home: He did not find them. .

At 1 A M. eight bodies had been iden-
tified by relatives and set aside in sealed'
boxes.” The relatives filed into the im--
provised Coroner’s office in the morgue
%nd tearfully stood in line for their slips.

ermitting them to. have the bodies re-
Juoved.-  There was a competitive mob-of

%Qe_r.talagrﬁ‘ih}..t!zxtshéimyasms .at’ thel
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PARTNERS’ ACCOUNT
- OF THE DISASTER

3lanck and Harris Tell of Their
Escape in the Maddened

Throng of Employes.

CHILDREN OF ONE THERE

Fled to the Roof When Other Avenues

Were Cut Off' and Thus Es-
_ caped with Their Lives.
1

Max Blgnck went to the home of his
partner, Isaac’ Harris, at 824 West 101st
Street, last night, and there told his story
of what happened.

Two of -his six children and their gov-
‘erness had .come to visit him at the fac-
tory yesterday afternoon, and he was so
shaken with- the terror of the moments
when it looked -as if he and they would
share the fa’f?é of the sereaming hundreds
he knew were” perishing on the lower
floors that it ‘was ohly a fragmentary ac-
count he‘could give of the minutes before
he and the children fol.mtl their .way to

safety. Co .

Mr. Blanck is an average type of the
successful business man—short, stocky,
.and. unemotional; but he sat in the re-
ception room of his partner’s home last
night barely able to hold himself together
while he answered questions. His partner,
Harris, with. his right hand bandaged

from injuries received while he was help-
ing some of his employes to safety, paced
the room .and pcc_asionally ‘interjected

facts. . o e .
* Mr. Blanck's six 'children are all under
13 years of age. His wife and four of
the chidlren went to” Florida for their
'health some weeks ago. Yesterday Hen-
rietta, the oldest, and Mildred, 5 years
ald, went with their French governess,
‘Mlle. Ehresmann, to their father's office,
and were waiting to accompany him home
when the fire began, Mr. Blanck said
that he was waiting for a taxicab when
he heard first' a rumble of voices, and
then shrill screams, which seemed to come
from the street. R
Panic Soon Began.

e ran to the front windows, looked
out, and saw upturned faces through a
haze of smoke drifting out from the sec-
ond floor below. He threw open the door
to the.front stairway and:met one of his
employes running up yelling, ** Fire! ” His
voice was almost drowned in a’roar from
the hundreds of girls and men, who were
already beginnfng. to pile into the stair-

way. . P . ..

Fearing that it would not Be possible to
'take his children out that way, Mr, Blanck,
|ran ‘for, the regr, but'as sbon as the rean
'doors to the stalrway were .opéned the
rush-of heat and@ smoke .drove back the
throng of thirty boeokkeepers, clerks, and
operators who:.:shared: the tenth - floor
with the offices of- the'partners.- - It was
then' that the first- elevator: which had
'answered the frantic pushing of the tenth
|floor - button appeared at that level. |

Mr. Blanck had marshalled his children
and the governess.in the private Office,
and he and his partner were-endeavoring
to get the panic-stricken operators into
some order. They had separated the men
and women,  and with the help of the:
bookkeepers' managed to squeeze about'
ten women into the passenger elevator;
and get the door closed. . 1
|”The elevator never came up again as
far as Mr. Blanck could tell last night.'
The smoke and heat’were becoming suf-,
focating on the_ténth floor by that time, '
and Mr. Blanck turned to his office, ol
find his two ‘children and the governess
out- on the -window sIiL - :

e was.about to join them when he
‘heard the volce of his partner Harris
,shouting from the rear: - :

“The roof! Follow me to the roof!”

Blanck and the office force who were
gathered in ihe private office with the
children and the governess groped their
way -‘nofrth through the” smoke-filled
sample room to-:a stairway boxed off
near .the centre of the building. The
door ‘was open and Harris had gone
thrcugh pushing a group ‘of  the fright-
ened operators before him.

' Guarded His Children.

Blanck kept his children out of the
crush and sent the remaining office force
and clerks up a stairway before he went
himself. * A. salesman, E. T. Tischner;
who was.about to start on a.trip and had
come to the office to pack his sSample
cases was in a state of cquapse from
panic and “Blanck' and his’ bookkeeper
‘stopped- to.~help” him up:~the stairway.
The smoKe 4nd heat were s6°great behind
them that it seemed:the fire 'had finally
burst into the tenth floor. T
+-On’ the roof ‘Harris took tlie lead and
marshaled the women, Dishing ~ them
toward the northeast cotner 'of the build--
ing, where it joins a factory building at
Wooster: Street -and  Waverley' .Place:
This 'building’ adjoins the rear of thc
Triangle “Waist -Company’s’ factory™ for
onyl about one-quarter of its length. The
‘rest of .the wWay.to-the westward the
two buildings are separated from-'each
other by _a narrowg-weil, for part of its
length only ten feat wide, "This was
spouting {lames 'and embers, which rained

i oz e
therTrianz:
Wa erley;
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|to the latter's roof. Harris, who is &
ismall man, and frail, as were most of his
male operators and bookkeepers, had
great difficulty in getting the women out.
The two dauvghters of his partner and
the governess had been passed to safetv,
but the remaining forty or fifty operators |
and girls were running wildly about in
the smoke, and for a.few minutes it
secimed as if scme would jump to the
street. .

Some of the men had managed to clam-
ber up on the roof of the American_Book
Company, which joins the Triangle Walst
factory building on the west side of Wash-
ington Place, and extends along the block
front” of East Washington Place. This
building houses on its upper floors the
law department of New York University
zg.nd is amply equipped with fire appara-
us.

Ladders were let down from its roof to
the roof of the Triangle Waist Bullding
and many of the girls and men were car-
ried up. It was about fifteen feet hi?her,
and the ladders were crowded with fight-
ing, jostling girls and men, who most of
the time were showered with sparks and
choked with hot gases, but it is belleved
all escaped either to the American Book
Company Building or the Waverley Place
factory. : :

Blanck told his story in disconnected
sentences, chlefly in response to questions
and was hazy as to who had escaped, with
him, except.his children and their gov-
erness. He remembered that ‘his niece,
Esther-Harris, 18 years oid, a bookkeeper
on the ninth floor, had been badly burned,
and sent to one of the hospitals, but was
not sure how she escaped. -

H> also remembered that Diana Lip-
schitz of 405 Miller Avenue, Brooklyn,
had beerr asked for in the throng in the
street, but neither he nor his partner had'
any account of her. He remembered, too,
that a shipping clerk named Smith had
been.one ©of those wno got up to the roof,
but in his state of nervous collapse could:
not name any others of the eighty who|
were waiting for the machinery to stop
when .the fire began. |

Harris, Who was pacing up and.down'
with his wife during most of the inter-.
view, nursing his injured hand, told some-
thing of the escape, but he was most in-
terested in explaining the precautions
which the partners had taken to avold
just what had happened.

Harris Led Them to the Roof. |

He had nothing to say of his own part
in leading hig partner and the rest to the
roof stairway which had at first been for-
gotten, and it was only when he was
questioned that he remembered that he

had cut his hand breaking-in.the skylight
of the Waverley Place Building. .

He said that when he and Smith climbed
up the eight-foot separating wall and
saw that the last of those waiting below
had been pulled to safety.they found the
doorway leading into the Waverly Place
factory building locked. There was a big
skylight cloge at hand, 4nd while Smith
kicked frantically at the locked door_ he
beut on the skylight with his fists. His
right hand crashed through and was se-
verely cut. Through the jagged hole he
and the girls screamed for help and event-
ually those inside openeq the door and led
downstairs those who were on the roof
half choked with smoke.

Blanck was asked what precautions he
had taken about fire and what were the
means of escape. He said the Building
Department and factory Inspectors had
all passed his lofts, and the only require-
ments in recent years had been certain
guards ordered by the Building Depart-
ment on the machines on_the eighth and
ninth floors, and an additional window
in the woman’s dressing room. He said
‘he had already installed the guards and
other safety devices before the orders
came' from the authorities.

The extra window to the dressing room
was put in for llght and air'and was inci-
dental to the increase in accommodations
made after the strike of last Summeér.
He explained that he and his_partner
had been tenaunts in the building for
twelve years. It was looked upon as a
model builaing for loft purposes when
they began manufacturing there. e
had kept pace with improvements ever
since and in many respects, he said, had
gone ahead of the requirements.

Second Fire in the Building.

Nine years ago, while the factory occu-'
pied but:one floor of the building, there
was a fire at night. Since then,  Blanck
said, he had employed a watchman night
and day to look out for violations of the
rules. One-of the recognized dangers from
fire was sparks from the motors. Since |
the factory has occupied three floors of
the building—for the past three years—
they have had seven motors most of the
time in use.:

Mpr, Blanck said that as an extra pre-
caution to avoid fire danger from the
sparking . of - armatures he employed two
negro ° engineers whose duties were 1o
keep the motors in order, and two extra
armatures were constantly kept in steck
so as to have perfect apparatus always at
hand in case a machine .should get to
. sparking. - Four of these motors were on
. the ninth floor, where most of the ma-
chines and about 330 operators. were em-
}ployed. and two of them were on the
’eighth flocr, where about %00 operators
were working yesterday.
|- The eighth  floor is the main cutting
i room, ang Mr, Blanck, in answer to ques-
i tions, seemed to think that it was here
.that the- fire might easily have started.
!He said that there was a large stock of
i material on this floor, most of it cut into
i shapes and piled up in stacks ready for
, the-machines,
| "He also admitted that this material,
being .mostly lawns and other light cot-
ton goods, was of a highly inflammable
nature, and in the sewing rooms, where
the flimsy. stuff was being basted to-
gether and made ready for the operators,
there must have been great stacks of
fluffy material lying about on the. ma-
- chines. . .

Neither' Mr. Blanck nor. Mr; Harris
could tell anything: definite: about the
.origin of the fire. ‘They admitted under
questioning that it was their, belief that
it. started probably in the rear of the
building_and on their premises, although
they said they believed.all of the building
was occupied éxcept.the sixth floor, from
which the tenants were moving out.

The rear stairway was cut off at the
tenth floor. by smoke and flame, while
the front stairway and front elevator
were still running. Both partners agreed
'that they saw no elevators reach the
. tenth floor.

Fire 'Escnpes Cut Off. ,
' .which.were on

the partners. left thelr private .office when
escape was possible that way. Mr. Blanck
said that when he reached the roof the
entire well betwen his premises and the
rear of the Waverly Place bulldings
seemed a roaring furnace with tlames
and glowing cmbers leaping high above
the roof. He did not think that any one
on either ihe eighth, ninth or tenth floors
could have escaped that way.

Mr. Blanck was asked about the ele-
vator service and the stairways. He sald
that as nearly as he could calculate the
two front elevators,. which were .used all
day long for passengers, easlly carrled
ten passengers each. The two freight ele-
vators in the rear were of iron construc-
tion and were also used as passenger ele-
vators morning and evening when work
|began an dended. These, ‘he sald, would
carry twenty persons each. The elevator
boys on the freight elevators were accus-
tomed to carry passengers during the rush
period morning and evening each_ day.

l The halls were fireproof, Mr. Blanck
!sald, and the stairways iron and stone.
;The elevator shafts were cut off from
'the factory premises by fireproof wire
' glags partitions, and the doors leading
into the halls were sheathed with iron.
He repeated over and over again that
he knew the doors into the hallway
were always unlocked. He said that the
keys were tied to the knobs, and that
he made it his personal duty every morn-
ing to go to each door and see that it
was open. .

Blanck & Harris have two other fac-
tories in New York, at which they employ
some 200 more operators. One is at 11
Unlversity Place, which is an overflow for
the business of the Triangle Waist Com-
pany. Here about 120 operators are em-
ployed. In Canal Street, at an address
which Mr., Blanck could not recall last
night, the firm operates the H. & B.
Waist Company, with about fifty or sixty
employes. .

After the shirtwalst strike of last Sum-
mer the Harris & Blanck factories were
about the first to start up and, in fact, Mr,
Blanck saild the Waverley Place.lifts were
the second in the city to resume work,
At that time every demand of the strikers’
committees had been complied with, but,
the only improvements which they had to
ask for were additional accommodations:
in the women’s dressing rooms.

It was only two days ago, Mr. Blanck’
said, that he had made an Inspection of
the entire premises and saw that all the
fire buckets, of which there were 100,
.were_ full of water. This water was or-
dered changed every other day, 8o as to
make sure that the buckets were kept
full. There was also a fire alarm box
on each floor. :

Mr. Blanck could not remember whether
ft 'was the Bullding Department or the
Fire Department which had last inspected |
the place, but he said that about eight|
days ago an official from some city de-!

|
|

partment had been through the premises
and reported everything perfect.

Fle said he believed the stock was worth
about $200,000, but neither he nor his part-
ner could be sure how much the insur-
ance aggregated. :

Unless the payroll was put in the safe
on the tenth floor in the afternoon, the
partners explained, the full roster of the
dead may not be known. The only other
records of the 700 employes were kept
on card indexes on the several floors
where they worked. These cards con-
tained the names and addresses as well.
The payroll contained only the names,

"The card indexes were undoubtedly de-
stroyed, both partners agreed. and they
thought it extremely doubtful that the
payroll had been put in the safe. It was
pay day and the peyroll was in use. In
the ordinary course of routine the book-
keeper would have had it on his desk
until the closing hour.

OTHER NOTABLE DISASTERS.

Yester'day's Fire Stands Among Those
in Which There Was Big Loss of Life.

Factory fires in and around New York
have not cost so many lives as disasters,
of other descriptions. On Nov. 26, 1010,
fire swept through a four-story factory
building at High and Orange Streets,
Newark, and twenty-five girls and women
were. burned to death or killed by jump-
ing ffom windows. Forty more were in-
jured. The building was fifty years old’
and was long considered a firetrap. Be-
tween 200 and 300 women were employed
on the four Tfloors, and they had no
chance for their lives. - i

The burning of the excursion steamer,
General Slocum on June 15, 1904, heads:
the list for 1o§s of life in any one acel-|
dent in this city. Between 1,000 and 1,100 !
persons were burned to death or drowned
on that occasion. J

The Iroquois Theatre fire in Chicago on
Dec. 30, 1803, also furnished an appalling
list of dead and injured. The record of
known dead after three days was 382,
with a.missing list of 386, and 160 injured.
In the Brooklyn Theatre fire on Dec. 5,
1876, 294 persons lost their lives. At the
Ring Theatre fire in Vienna on Dec. 8,
1881, 580 known dead were -found, while
917 persons were reported missing. At
the Grand Ducal Theatre fire at Carls-
ruhe in 1843, 100 lives were lost. At the
Yeris Charity Bazaar fire on May 4, 1897,
the revised list of dead totalled 150.

One of the first of American fire hor-

rors was the burning of a theatre at
Richmond, Va., in 1811. when 75 persons
were killed. Loss of life has been_great-
est in disasters around New York. During
a panic caused by a false alarm of fire
at St. Francis avier’'s Church in 1876
7 persons were trampled to death. The
burning of the North ‘German Lloyd
steamships and docks in Hoboken on June
30, 1900, was ‘one of the serious disasters
in the history of the city. The death list
reached 150. .

On_ Feb. 7, 1892, the Hotel Royal, at
Fortieth Street and Sixth Avenue, burned
to the ground and seventeen bodies were
‘recovered, while of the thirty-eight who
were reported missing only a few were
ever accounted for. On Dec. 10, 1872, fire
partially destroyed the old Fifth Avenue
| Hotel. The guests got out safely, but
,twenty-two servants who were asleep on
the top floor.perished. The Windsor Hotel
fire, at Fifth Avenue, between Forty-sixth
‘and Forty-seventh Streets, furnished a
death list of nearly thirty.

Prior to the burning of the General Slo-
cum there were three steamboat disasters
that stood out in American history. The
first was the burning of .the Erie steam-
boat On Aug. 9, 1841, while on its way iv
Chicago from Buffalo. Two hundred per-
sons lost their lives on this occasion. As
many more were burned to death_ or
drowned when the Ben Sherrod burned to
the water's edge on the Mississippi in
1837. On ‘June 28, 1880, the steamboat
Seawanhaka was burned in New York
ﬁlarbor and thirty-two persons lost their

ves. .

Coming down to more recent events, ten

ersons_were killed in an explosion of gas
n thée New York Central Substation, at
Fiftieth Street and Lexington Avenue, on
Dec. 20, 1910. _On Feb. 1 last between
'twenty,—ﬂve and -thirty persons lost their

n_a-Central’
t*Communi-

lives in a dynaniitérexplosion
Railway of Newj Jersey:pl
Paw. e ] %
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LACK OF FIRE DRILL
HELD RESPONSIBLE

Company Advised to Train Its
Workers, Says Industrial En-
gineer, but Ignored Him.

DANGER IN OTHER FACTORIES

i Only a Few, Hq.Asserts, Have Emer-
gency Drills and Escape in
Many Is Cut Off.

According to two of the ablest fire ex-
perts in the city the great loss of life at
the shirtwaist factory fire can be ac-
counted for by the lack of adequate in-
struction of the girls in the way to con-
duct themselves in time of fire.

These men, H. F. J. Porter, an indus-
trial engineer, with offices at 1 Madison
Avenue, and P. J. Mcleon, a fire preven-
tion expert, who is now delivering lect-
ures at Columbia University, are both fa-
miljar with the building which was de-
stroyed and had advised the owners of
the factory to-establish somé kind of a
fire drill among the girls and put in bet-
ter emergency exits to enable them to get |
out of the buildirig in case of fire. Mr.
Porter sald last night, when told of the
fire by a TIMES reporter:

, ‘I don't need to go down there. I know
Just what happened.” .

Two years ago Mr. McKeon made an
insurance inspection of the factory, among
others, and was immediately struck by
the way'in which the large number oI
girls were crowded together in the top
of the building. He said last night that
at that time there were no less than a
thousand girls on the three upper floors.

“1 Inquired If there was a fire drill
among gw girls, and was told there was
not,” said he. ‘‘ The place looked danger-
ous to me. There was a fire-escape on the
back and all that, and the regulations
seemed to be comglied with all right, but
I could see that there would be a serious
panic if the girls were not instructed how
to handle themselves in case of a fire.

“I even found that the door to the
main stairway was usually kept locked.
I was told that this was done because it
was so difficult to keep track of so many
girls. They would run back and forth
between the floors, and even out of the
building the manager told me."”

Fire Drill Suggestion Ignored. I
Mr. McKeon impressed the manager |
with the fire-drill idea, and recommended
him to Mr. Porter, who has taken yp this |
work with Industrial concerns all over

the country. He spoke to Mr. Potter him-
self about it, and the latter wrote the
factory people this.letter:

June 19, 1909.

The Triangle Walst Company, 28 Wash-

ington Place, New York City.

Gentlemen: I have been advised by Mr.
P, J. McKeon, Fire Insurance Inspector,
who inspected your premises, that your
manager spoke to.him in regard to having

. a fire drill installed in your factory, and
that he was requested to agsk me to com-
municate- with vou.

I write to say that I have installeg a
number of fire drills’ in this city and else-
where, and would be pleased at any time
-that would sult your convenience to call on
you and look over your premises in order to
make vou a proposition,

If you will kindly let me know when it
would be convenient I will arrange to he on
hand at the time mentioned. As I live in
your immediate neighborhood it would be
convenient. for me to visit you before 9
o’clock on any morning or after 5 o’clock
in the evening. Yours very truly,

" H. F..J. PORTER.

Mr, Porter never received an acknowl-
edgment or reply of any kind, he said
last night. .

Mr. Porter was very emphatic in talk-
ing of the fire last night.

“It is.a wonder that these things are
not happening in the city every day,”
said he. ‘ There are only two or three
factories in the city where fire drills
are in use, and in- some of them where
I have installed the system myself the
owners have discontinued- it.

Cites Other Instances.

“ One lné(ta.nce I recall in point where
the system has been discontinued despite
the fact that the ‘Treasurer of the com-
pany, through whose active co-operation
it was originally Installed, . was himself
burned to death with several members of
his family In his country residence, and
notwithstanding that the present Presi-
dent of the company, while at the opera,
nearly lost his children and servants in
e fire which recently swept through his
apartments .and burned off the two upper
floors of a’ building which wag and still
is advértised as the most fireproof and
expensively equipped structure of its char-
acter in the city.

“The neglect of. factory owners of the
safety of their employes is  absolutely
criminal, One man whom I advised to in-
stall a fire drill replied to me. ‘ Let 'em
burn up. They’re'a lot of cattle, anyway.’

‘“The factory may be fitted with all
the most modern fire-fighting apparatus
and there may be.a well-organized fire bri-
gade, but there is:absolutely no attempt
made to teach the employes how to handle
themselves in case of a fire. This is par-
ticularly necessary in case of ?roung wo-~
men and girls, who arways go-into panic.
They can be easily traineg to - handle
themselves in a fire drill, however.”

Criticises Fire Hscapes,

. In Glscussing’ these matters in a recent
article in The Survey, the weekly publi-
cgtl_on ~o£-‘th§‘ 'Chg.ritjf Ozzgaa:iiza.tlon Sq—

B

i~ . .
i6d to, bulldings |
rilofion ag t

reconsist of outside iron balconles, one at
each floor, connected by means of ladders.
the lowest balcony having its ladder de-
tached and hung up, so as .to prevent
people from entering the building from
the ground. These ladders are at an angle
of 50 or 60 degrees, and in order to des-
cend people have to turn around and go
down backward, witih others crowding
down on top of them. )

* In* cases of emergency when both men
and women have to descend by such
means, and especialiy in Winter weather
when the iron is cold and perhaps covered
with snow or ice, these so-called escapes
are prolific of hazards which add to
rather than take awa) the dangers- at-
tendant upon a fire. At the lowest bal-
cony the ladder is often 2 long one.
correspondingly heavy. and the combined
strength of several men is necessary to
handle it. This is particularly true if it
Is out of place, as it {requently is.

Men are not necessarily the first -to
reach the landing where it is located, and
if not they cannot well get there after
women have crowded down ahead of
them. On such occasions a jam .results,
crewding those who are near the open-
ing to a fall." The ideal tife escape has
no ladder whatever, but is .merely a bal-
ceny running from ong building to an-
other, separited by a fire wail.

Doors Ofien Closed too.

‘ Although against the law of many
States, it is not infrequent that factory
doors used by the employes are kept
locked during working hours. In one
such case, of the 400 girls locked in on
the fifth floor of an underwear factory,
some leaped into nets held by firemen
and_ otners were taken dow: on the fire
ladders; many were more or less injured.
all nervously shocked,

**In. the many. factories which I have
examined at ine request of the proprie-
tors; to satisfy them that they were doing
all they could for the salety of thely em-

ployes, I have -failed to find any. Which,

in one way or another. had not introduced

l

. s s
some obstruction to the availability of
their fire escapes, and had not allowed
some of their fire extinguishing apparatus
to go uninspected until it was absolutely
| Leeless,

i, ‘*Many factories give no thought to the
‘subject, -and on one occasion my ques-
tion to-the Superintendent-as to what he
wouldl,do " In."case\a’ fire: oc¢curred, rignt
ithen was:met’ by the dmaszing reply that
"he 'would "think “oi some way to get his
jemployes ' out. - IWheh pressed to think
‘then, while hé& had: plenty of:time, of a
wdy to do so,»le ‘was: utterly ‘unable to
say. haw, ,ynder .conditions as they ex-
isted, -he would, getthem out.- -

SIt is onlyby: going through the ma-
-noeuvres which woulgd.occur It case of an
‘actual-fire that . the.efficlency of; the es-
capes and appliahces can he.tested. A
fire drill will do"tlils;,'and. once introduced,
its desirabjlity. I8 o -evident ‘that one
would suppose:it, would, néver ‘be- discon-
tinuad. . T

“ Yet owing to the fact that it. develops
such conditions 'in a: fgctory. that a fire
or panic is:practically impossible, the em-
plover,” after. a2 considerable continuance
of this immunit¥, often ‘forgets that the
immunity is'simply.an. effect,”not a cause:
and when & busy seasont arrives he beging
to, postpone the practice, and then lets it
crop. Inito total disuse.” S

| Newark Fire an ~'le‘xumple.

Also writing for-The Survey, Mr. Mc-
Kéon says this of fattory fires:

“ An investigdtion of-the recent factory
fire in Newark, N..J., in.which twenty-
tive employes were killed and injured,
shows it-to, Have been-identical with many
others’ wlilchiocenr with peériodical regu-
larity, and which have.to-a greater or
yless extent ‘the  same sttendant circum-

stances. It i8 the same Story of danger-
|ous processes carried on in unfit build-
ings, the same crowding of these build-
ings with hundreds of workpeople, the
isame neglect of fire alarm facilities, the
same omission of panic or exit drills,
the same failure to provide safe and suf-
ficient exits, the same failure to use mod-
ern mechanical appliances for checking
and extinguishing fire, the same failure
of laws and public administration to. pre-
vent controllable combustion -and unneces-
sary death. »

. I factories are to be maintdined as
fire traps and the workers compeiled to
stand at windows calmly waiting the re-
sult of g race between the flames and the
firemen, then they should be instructed
how to remain calm and cool amidst
blinding’ smoke and choking heat.

* Factory conditions in New York are

undoubtedly bad.
testify to this from personal observation,
and the larger number of factories mea:
2 greater number of people endangered,
New York has nearly 30,000 industriai
establishments. with close to 700,000 work-
ers in them. These are distributed among
12,000 buildings, only 1,000 of which are
of fireproof construction. The remaining
11,000 factory buildings are of ordinary
non-fireproof construction, with the same
wood stairways and outsida fire escapes
thlch made the Newark factory a fire-
rap.

‘“The State Factory JInspectors of the
State Bureau of Labor. who particularly
supervise the factory conditions. are
working under a fire escape law which is
as defective us the New Jersey law. It
readas:

Such fire escapes as may've deemed neces-
| sary by the Commissioner of T.abor shall be
provided on the outside of every factory in
this State, consisting of three or more
stories in height.
“ In practice this leaves it to the dis-
cretion and competence of the taff to
decide whether ~fire escapes shall bhe
needed, and it is therefore proper to in-
quire what instruction or training in fire
prevention science is given these Inspec-
tors. As a matter of fact, however, in
New York City. the State Bureau of
Labor refers all fire escape matters to
the. Municipal Bureau of Buildings, be-
cause the Appellate Division has ruled
that the Bureau of Buildings has exclu-
slve jurisdiction over fire escapes in
G{'éater‘ New York,

*The Fire Department is able to do;

little to make factory buildings safe
against fire, an argument for the reor-
ganjization of this department urged by
Commissioner Waldo. The Fire Depart-
ment company commanders, on their
semi-annual inspection of buildings, make
recommendations that fire escapes e
placed on structures which in their judg-
ment require them, :

't This 1mportant duty is performed by |

subordinate officers, and, as a general

rule, the Fire Department recommenda-

tion has the purpose of providmeg:a -means
of .entrance for .fireman 1n_their work of
extinguishing the fire, and not a. means
of exlt for the occupants of a building.
The recommendations for fire e&schpes

‘made by the: company commanders are |

forwarded to the Chief of the.department;

Any Flre Inspector can.

who is expected to send tnem to the Bu-
reau of Buildings for action.

‘“ All the. means of exit that the law
provides for :factaqries are thus focused
on the fire escape provision of the Build-
ing Code, which reads as foilows:

Every ‘factory, mill, manufactory or
workshop ¢ * * shall be proviaed with such

" good and sufficient fire escape stalrways.
or other means of egress in case of fire, as
shall be directed by the Department of

Bulildings.

‘“ The application of this law is made
by inspectors who are required to be com-
petent in construction ‘detalls, but it is
a question whether their experience and
training fit them to pass upon fire con-
ditions, and_the special problems con-
neeted with discharging great numbers of
people from a building on fire.

Stricter Laws Urged.

‘“ Some improvement can be secured by
legisiation. If theatres and tenements
can effectively be safeguarded, so can
factories. But the laws will have to be
based on sound principles of fire safety
and. will have to take heed of what fire
prevention science has already established
as necessary precautions. They will have

to set standards for new constructions
and they will have to recognize the
changed demands which changed occu-
pancy, processes, and populations make
on structures, The application of the laws
will also have to be made by compete’t
Inspectors; either special fire prevention
Inspectors will have to be employed,.or
the: regular Inspectors will need instruc-
tion and tralning in fire prevention sei-
ence, .

* And responsibility for the enforcement
0of the law must be centred inescapably
upon a public agency commissioned and
equipped to carry out its full purpose. My
belief is that this agency should be the
State Factory Inspection Department in
each State; and that in cities where pro-
fessional fire department.: are maintained
it should logically be turned over to this
department, particularly organizeda to
protect life and property from fire,

* The State Labor Department and other
interested departments should co-operate.
It should be in position to call on the
Building Department to see that struct-
urally new buildings meet its standards,
but the power and responsibility for con-
stant Inspection and enforcement should
be concentrated. The Fire Department is
expected to extinguish fire; why not Lo
prevent it? "’

New Bill in Legislature.

The City Federation of Women's Clubs
took up the question of making fire driils
in factories compulsory a year ago and
tried in vain to get the Aldermen to pass

an ordinance to this effect. They finally
had a bill drawn to bring it about, and
it was recently introduced to the Legis-
lature. It says in part:

The owner, or the manager. Superintend-
ent or other person in charge of every
such factory or mercantile esiablishment
shall instruct and train the employes there-
of by a system of weekly fire drills where-
by such employes In case of fire or alarm
of flre may leave the building quickly
without confusion or panic. Tf the owner,
manager, Superintendent or other person
in charge of any such factory or mercan-
tile establishment shall neglect to cause
the same 10 be equipped with a suitable and
adequate fire alarm system as required by
this section, or to comply with an order of
the Commissioner of T.abar in respect
thereto, within the time prescribed by this
section, or to maintain weekly fire drills
in such factory or mercantile establishment
as required by this section, he shall be
lable to a penalty of $50 per day for each
day he shall fail to equip such factory or
mercantile establishment, or to comply with
such order of the Commissioner of Labor.
and to a penalty of $30 per week for
each week in which he shall fail to com-
ply with thy provisions of - this section in
respect to fire drills. - Such penalties may
be recovered by the Commissioner of Labor
in the name of inis. office, and shall be
curmulative, and more than one penalty may
te recovered in the =ame action in any
court of competent jurisdiction.

The State Labor Commissioner has sald
that he belleves this bill to be unconsti-
tutional, however. and’the Association for
%ﬁ]hor Legislation is now drawing another

After the fatal Neéwark factory fire the
New Jersey authorities considered taking
steps of-this kind and the State.Labor
Commissioner had some correspondence
with Mr. Porter on the subject. He said
last. night, however. that he believes
nothing’ ever came of it. ’
_Former State Lgbor Commissioner Sher-
man. recognized ille value of fire drills
In*cropded factoiles and once said: “Even
the bést fire escapes are frequently use-
less. A panic among women employes .
can easily make Lhem so, and all fastofy '
owners should have a system of Yorough
instruction of their employes.“n the way
-;r'l wilch to Jleave the buil%ing In case of
ire.” .
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LIVED AMID FLAMES,
BUT NEARLY DROWNS

Hyman Meshel, First Person
Rescued from Ruins, Tells.of
His Fight for Life. * 7

¥

CAME DOWN ELEVATOR:CABLE

Up to His Neck In Water for Foun
Hours, Yet Surrounded. by
Blazing Debris.

At five minutes to 9, four hours aftepr |
the fire in the Trilangle Waist Company
factory was discovered, the first living
person was found in the débris. He was
Hyman Meshel, 21 years old, and single,
of 332 East Fifteenth Street, who worked
on the eighth floor and was on that floor
when the fire threw the garment workers
of the walst company, by whom he was
employed, into a panic. .

The rescue party found Meshel crazed
by fright and blackened by soot in the
southwest corner of the basement. He
was sitting helplessly on the elevator !
cable drum. with his body immerse(.i‘a'.l-
‘most to the neck in water, which® was
| slowly rising in the basement. The flesh
of the palms of his hands had been tornt
from the bones by his sliding down the:
steel cable in the elevator, and  hig,
knuckles and forearms were full of gl 4
splinters from beating his way through*
the glass door of the elevator shaft.,

Ambulance Surgeon Flanagan rushed;
him to »t. Vincent's Hospital, where it
was said that he might recover if pneu=«
monia did not set in. Meshei was weak:
and chilled from his four hours’ immei«
sion in the cold water of the basement/
His legs were paralyzed, and it was a dif.
ficult task to restore the circulation, ™

About 8:45 Battalion Chief Worth andj
| several firemen who were working on the!
ground floor of the burned bullding nga.{g
the Greene Street entrance, heard fa,in't
cries for help. They listened intently, a;n;d{
decided that the sounds came from below,

them. The firemen got & lantern, and uUn-
der Chief Worth organized themselves;
into a rescue party. <

‘Who the Rescuners Were.,

The men in the group who started)aoﬂq
to rescue the unknown prisoner consisted
of Firemen Wolff, Boucher, and Levy -Hf
Truck 5, and Firemen Rubino and Céx}ng |

of Truck 13, When they entered . thi
basement, led by Chief Worth, they found)|
themselves splashing in water up to thelm
knees. ‘Their lanterns proved of little;
value, and they were ovliged to groypal
their way over a great many obstacle
and among a number of floating boxes.” °
As they groped about they set up comnw
certed shouts with the view of learning
the prisoner’s location by his answexs.
They {inally located his cries as cqmingi
from the southwest corner of the huﬂiia

8;

i
B

ing, to which they made their way, .
their haste to reach the victim_ they)
knocked down three partitions and hate
tered in an iron door in the cellax,
‘When they reached the main eleyaXo:
shaft in the southwest corner of thei
basement they saw a man’s head just
above water directly above the location
of the cable drum on which the elevator:
cables were wound. A little above thal
man's head was the floor of the ‘elevator®
of the building. :
The man’s eyes were bulging from his
head, and he whimpered monotonouslyj
like a timid and spirit-broken animal.
His face was swollen from heat .andi
looked charred as if it had been scorched
and then rubbed with soot. .
“Get up, we've come to get youl €
shouted Chief Worth. :
Victim Unable to Rise. -

The man did not reply, though the-mek=
sage was repeated by Chief Worth ard
echoed by his companions. At last the
firemen seized him bodily and carried him
out of the building over the same tortu--
ous route by which they had entered.

It was not till he had been taken to

the hospital, placed in his bed, ‘his
weunds treated and his body massaged
that Meshel was able to give any, ac-
count whatever of how he hud reached
hiis strange position. -

iHe sald he had been on the eighth-
floor when the fire started and that he
had run over to the elevator shaft. There
he beat in the glass upper portion of the
shaft door with his fists and swung
himself over the wooden lower. half
into the shaft, going down hand over-
hand for several floers on the cable,
though in the process the flesh was torn
from the bone. Just before he got to
the bottonr he became faint from pain
and exertion’ and dropped onto the ropt
of the elevator. .

When he regained consciousness, hp
said, he had to break his way out of the
shaft again. He said that a man or sev-
eral men and a woman had fallen onto
the top of the elevatar down the shaft
near him, and that he was afraid he:
would be killed if he remained where hé
was. His statement to this effect hags
not vet been verified by the firemen.

Driven Back by the Flames.

Once out of the shaft Meshel said héi_
was driven back into the elevator well
by the flames all about him, and kep
himself under water as much as possiblé
to avoid being burned. The heat, .hel.
sald, was unbearzble. N

As the water rose in the basement{
Meshel began to fear, he said, that hq"
would be drowned, and he climbed up on:
top of the cable drum and sat there, with
his back braced against the wall, while
the water crept slowly up to his necky
The cold so paralyzed him then that he.
was unable to move, and the feardt}l_g.g'

teaiorenm.n

after suffering so much he woul

drowned mad= him_semi-conscious.
After Meshel had told his_story h
became irrational again and shouted,
“My sister! My sister!”’ When quieted}:
he explained that his sister Annie had
been working on the same floor with|
him, and he had not seen her in  th
group of panicstricken shirtwaist operéag
|

fives when the shouts of fire were tak
up on his floor and the mad rush for th
windows began. .

It was not known at the hospital wha%

had become of his sister, though efforts/:-
were made to bring Meshel some encour<;
‘aging news. .

CROWD AT POLICE STATION. '
Mercer . Street Is Turned Into a l'
Emergency Hospital. i

" The Mercer Sireet Police Station, onlﬁ
two blocks from the scene of the firel'
was the centire of a great deal of the pos<!
lice activity in the early part-of the |
disaster. As soon as its serious natur
was known the reserves, under Capt:
Henry. left for the doomed factory. The
first few of the injured were taken to
the station, and it was the headquarter:
until it became evident that this was far;
too large a matter for any one precinct, .
to manage.

The first person brought there w
Kate Uzo, a 25-year-old Russian girl wh
had jumped from one of the windowg-
She was found to have serious internal
injuries and was removed in a Bellevu
Hospital ambulance. Then an unidentf-
fied man about 25 years old was brought
in. The policemen then brought in Anna
Weitre and Anna Niesoles. They wefe
jater treated in the police station aled
removed to St. Vincent's Hospital. :

Then the orders came that a field hbs-
pital was to be established and no more
injured brought there. The staff fromthe,
Cororners office also made the arra%"geq‘

ments here for the disposal of the bodies.
As soon as the news of the disaster jhad
circulated on the east side, relatives and
friends thronged to the station.: anyiou
to learn the fate of workers in the build-
ing. There was a crowd in froht of the
station for several hours: A file of To=
licemen--was stretched across the .st€ps s/
o tell..all . inquirers, -that 'no_‘bodies ny
‘been; taken there and fthat -identifi
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DOORS WERE LOCKED,
~ $AY RESCUED GIRLS

Workers Huddled Against Them
as Fire Spread, According
to Strike Leader.

MASS MEETING OF PROTEST

Arranged by Women’s Trade Union
League—Triangle Employes Under-
pald, Miss Dreler Charges.

’ Speaking to delegates from twenty
philanthropic organizations and settle-
ment workers, who met yesterday in the
headquarters of the Women's Trade
Union League to plan a mass meeting
to discuss problems suggested by the
Triangle Waist Company's fire, Leonora
O'Reilly, a leader in the strike in the
company's  plant last year, . declared
that to her certain knowledge the doors
on the eighth and ninth floors of tha
.building were locked fast Saturday after-
noon. . I

I have just come from a luncheon we
prepared for the unfortunate girls who
escaped,” Misg O'Reilly declared. *‘They
all told me one thing—that the doors
were locked. Eighteen of our workers
have been going the rounds of the fam-.
flies of those having employment. In:
every family they tell the same story.

“And while at first this thing may seem
strange to you, I assure you it is not}
strange at all. The girls are locked in|
while they work in nearly every factory.
We exploited thig fact when we declared-
the strike in the Triangle plant, and
ljater saw it grow into the revolt of the
entire trade.

“And since that strike the rule about
keeping the doors locked has been en-
forced more strictly than ever. It had an
economic basis and it was to the ad-
vantage of the employer In more ways
than one.

“In the first place, employvers do not
trust their help. In many factories they
search them at night to see that they do
notd carry off the shirtwaists they have
made. .

Planned to Prevent Tardiness.

“To enforce rules regarding tardiness
the idea of locking the doors was first
inaugurated. It was found that if girls
understood they could not get into the

factories after the minute of commenc-
ing work in the mornin% they would be
more sure to comae on time.

S'But, in trying to lock the late-comers
out, they .overlooked the fact that they
were also locking those in who.were at
work. After the strike the locked doors
gave another grotectlon, for it was when
agentg entered the rooms of all shirt-
waist factories simultanecusly that the
girls all walked out to join the revolt.
The locked.doors were a permanent guar-
antes that there would be xio more¢ sudden
notices to .cease work passed simultan-
eously to all factories.

*The girls with whom Y lunched to-day
were very excited, and could tell but little
with definiteness.  But they did say that
they had seen ldrge numbers of girls
huddled against the locked doors, and the
reports of the fire agree that girls were
found in just this position on the eighth,
end especially on the ninth floor.”” .

The meeting Miss O'Reilly addressed

asged resdlutions denouncing the admin-
strative policies which did not provide
better ‘means of egress. It also appointed
committees to confer with labor organi-
zations and employers and see if & co-
operative plan cannot be worked out to
bring ebout an improvement of exit facili-
ties in loft structures.

Miss Mary E. Drelery President of the
“‘Women’'s Trade Union League, who was
arrested:in the sirike while doing picket
duty in front of the Triangle Waist Com-
pany's place of business, said she recog-
nized among the dead many who had

passed with her through the strike ex-
periences. .. . — .
“The worst of dll the firms we had to

deal with wag that of Harris & Blanck,” |
Miss Dreier declared. ‘“When both sides |
had been wearied by the long struggle’
and it seemed they could get together,
Mr, Blanck came to our representatives
and pleaded with us that he had a busi-
nesgs reputation to sustain—that he didn’t
want it to seem that we had beaten him
into making changes. Me said if we!
would only help him save his face and‘
let the girls go back he would see that
the improvements were speedily made and 1‘
every sanitary regulation suggested was
complied with. ‘

“Hlg words were reassuring. We]
thought he had seen the justice of our
demands for decent working conditions.
He was the largest man in the business,
controlling factories in Newark and Phil-
adelphia, as well as in New York. We
tr‘\.'\sted him, and let our girls go back.

They found that each experienced ‘girl
was required to teach six Italian giris all
she knew about the business—these six
being seated near her machine to see her
sew. Then we found the experienced
girls, as soon as they had done the in-
st'r‘ucth\g necessary, were dismissed.

'All who had joined in the strike as.
leaders were dismissed, one by one, when-
ever excuses, however slight, could be
found. 7The union girls were put exclu-
sively on the eighth floor. after others
had been instructed to do their work, and
thus it is that there are so many em-
ployes other than Jews who met their
death. The employes, up to the time of
the strike adjustment, were nearly all
Jewish.”

S5ays Girls Were Underpaid.

Miss Dreler recounted the manner in
which she was arrested in front of the
place, and then received apologles from
the police when her identity became
known and reproaches from the police-
man who had taken her into custody for
not telling him who she was, 8o that he
could have avolded the ‘‘ mistake.” She
said that in every union shop the giris
were paid 60 cents a dozen for doing
werk for which the girls in the Triangle
shop got 35 cents a dozen, and that it
was because of this low rate that the
girls were still at work at an hour when
employes had left off work in nearly ail
the factories of the city.

Yy

‘ The poor Italian girl,”” she said, ‘ has
no conception, when she first arrives, of
how short a distance $6 a week will go in
this country. She thinks the wage is
fair; her more experienced sisters”know
that $10 a week is less than needed to
keep decently alive. And there you have
the game Harris & Blanck played—they
exploited the newly arrived and unso-
phisticated and turned out those to whom
they Pledged that they would change
conditions in their shop.”

Ida Rowe, a field worker for the league,
told of her experiences trying to get the
Mayor and the Building Department to
take action.against known firetraps, fol-
| lowing the Néwark disaster.

‘““ We found the authority scattered all
through the City Government,” she said;
‘“the Building Department referred us
'to the Fire Department, and the Fire De-
partment to the Factory Inspectors, and
so it went.

“* Chief Croker told me how anxious he
wag to ria.m complete control. I think we
are anxious to see him have it, or see it
centred in his department, since it knows
more than the others about the toll in
death lists that the tmproper facilities

,have. T think a monster mass meeting,
~which we are here to provide for, should
put itself on record as in favor of sugh
consolidation and revision of the laws.’

| To Seek Data from the Workers.
“ The question of gathering information
‘about conditions in factories was brought
‘up by Morris Hillquit. Miss O’Reilly
said that it was more than any girl's
- head was worth to speak openly about
/the conditions of her employment. I

propose that we name a committee,” she
“said, ** which will advertise that it will
 guard as secret any information brought
Ito it.”” S8he proposed that the girls of all
, factory buildings be asked these ques-
‘tions:
} Do you work in a fire trap?
Are the doors locked while you work?

‘ Are there bars on the windows?
' Arvre there fire escapes on all floors?
' Are the ercapes readlly accessible?
\ Are scraps or waste allowed to accumu-
| late near the motors or steam plant?
) 1f so, you work in a fire trap. You may

secrélly deseribe your conditlon by calling
} Stephen
Leonora
Beard,

at the homes or writing to Mrs.
IWise, 23 West Ninetleth Street:
|  O’'Rellly, 680 Seventh Avenue; Mrs.
' 501 West 120th Street; Mrs. Olleshelmer,
| b Kast Filty-eighth Street, or Helen Marot,
| 43 East Twenty-second Street.

Circulars * as suggested were ordered
sent out, the data gathered to be turned
over to a steering committee of twenty-
five citizens to be named by the mass
meeting's Chairman, to plaun for a general
assembly on Thursday or Friday night in
the largest hall available.

Rabbi Stephen Wise declared that he
was willing to take no man’s word—espe-
cially no officlal's word—about what the
facts of the shirtsvalst fire were. '‘* We
have seen,” he said, °‘ the terrible evi-
dences of what officials can do in the
way of avolding the search for facts in
the case of the recent legislative investi-
gating committes, which passed so skill~
fully all opportunities really to find out
the scandals of race track gambling.:

“ I want the citizens of New York to
find out for themselves, through the me-
dlum of a committee named at a general
mas3 assembly. If this thing was avoid-
able I want to see those responsible pun-
ished. 1f it was due to some corrupt
fallure to enforce the law I want to sea
that determined. And T do not trust pub-
‘lic officials to determine it for us; it is
our own task as citizens to do that for

‘ ourselves.”’
The Resolutionsa.

Benjamin C. Marsh of the Mayor's Com-
mittee on Congestion of Population, Will-
iam J. Schieffelin, President of the Peo-
ple’s Union, and others spoke in favor of
the resolutions which were adopted, and
swhich read:

Whereas, So =zoon following the frightful
holocaust In our neighboring city of New-
ark, and in spite of the solemn warning to
our officials in a leading New York maga-
zine, that conditions were as bad, or worse,
here, this dreadful disaster has come i&
the most helpless of our pcople, the werk-
ing women of our city and those dé-
pendent upon them; and

Whkreas, It is most evident that there
nas been neglect .on the part of many,
both officials and private citizens., and es-
pecially lack of co-operatjon to prevent such
accidents, and that such neglect s im-
mediately the cause of this most deplora-
ble affliction; awo.l

Whereas, Yet deeper lie causes, such as
the continuation of industrial warfar:,
the fallure to exact and enforce proper fac-
tory Inspection, the inexcusable delay about
adopting measures, which in other coun-
tries have minimized such dangers and pro-
videl for the compensation of the victims
of industrial accldents in a manner, which
results in & maximum of prevention: and

Whereas, These, our sisters and our
brothers will have dled in vala if the oo-
casion rass without a full and firm ex-
pression of the {Indignation, shame. and
grief, with which the horror has been re-
ceived by all, now therefore be it;

Resolved, That we, who are here &s- .
sembled. deplore and condemn the bHnd-
ness of public officials, who fatuously per-
mit such conditions to continue. the in-
sufficiency of the number of factory in-
spectors, the greed of employers, who do
not welcome. but instead punigh with dis-
missal, employes. who demand safe con-
dtiong under which to work, and the ine
ertia of the great, busy public, which doers
not render such unprofitadle, both in the
public servant and the employer: and

Be it resolved, That we call upon the peo-
ple of our clty, State, and Nation to brine
to account all who are responsible for such

conditions, and to take steps to render it
impossible hat we sghould ever again he
compelied to bow ,our heads In helpless

grief, and rage. and shame at that which
human forethotight could so easily prevent:
and
Be it resnlved, That we call unon tha
working peoinle of New York, and all in
sympathy with them, to join In the fune=al
procession of the victims, and thus <give
expression alike to their sorrow and to their
resolve to prevent such horrors in future.
The committee of twenty-five called for -
to arrange a mass meéting, it was an-
nounced, would be appointed this morn-

ing from among the city’s most represent- .
ative men and women. "
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27 MORE IDENTIFIED
IN HORGUE SEARCH

Unclaimed — Some Burned
Beyond Recognition.

THOUSANDS IN THE. LINE

Morbid Sightseers Driven Away When
Discovered—Women Again Col-
'lap;se Beside Their Dead.

N

Agaln the shuffling of many feet domi-
nated other noises in the Bellevue Hos-
pital section of the east side yesterday,
as thousands of persons ‘advanced in the
line that stretched from Twenty-third
Street and First Avenue to the Morgue,
at’ the foot of East Twenty-sixth Street.
And gradually the rows of pine coffins
that had been removed overnight from
the nearby Charities Dock to the main
reception room of the Morgue thinned
until there were less by “twenty-seven
when night came, )

Twenty-eight bodigs then remained un-
claimed. With one” @eath in a hospital,
the deah roll reached 142. '

The same Scene$ of anguish that took
place Sunday were repeated. Thers was
the same long line of waiting applicants
for admission, real mourners here and
there, but also men, women,"and even
children who had only come, as the ques-
tioning policemen were repeatedly told, to
‘“see the sights.”” All day yesterday a
rigld questioning was kept up, and any
one who finally got into the Morgue
had to satisfy three different sets of
guardians before they could do so.

The scene of the identifications yester-
day had a more sombre setting than on
the previous day. The dull gray walls
of the Morgue, lined on two sides with
the square doors of vaults, seemed to
have a quieting effect on every one who
came in. The ‘diminishing number of
coffins were laid in two rows, head to
head, in the middle of the floor. From
overhead in the dome a single arc lamp
¢ast an unnatural light- on the dead
underncath,

The solemn effect of the whole at-
mosphere was inéreased by the fact that
the remaining unidentified dead wers
mostly charred shapes, almost unrecog-
nizable. It is likely that most of them can
never be claimed..

Around the coffins circulated the crowd,
Nothing was heard but the subdued
shuffle of feet and now and then an ex-
iclamation or a sob from a woman. It
|seémed as though the crowd, In this
smaller, more sombre place felt it was
nearer the dead than had been the case
the day before on the long pier.

Now and then low cries and moans came

from a little room off the chapel, where
a score of old women were washing the

bodies before they were removed.
Gollapse Beside Their Dead. .

\ There were fully as many cases of col-
lapse as had occurred on Sunday. Drs.
‘Azman and Craig had come down from
the Metropolitan Hospital with a staft
of nurses, and their ministrations were
icontinually in demand. In one case a
'young girl came with her father to try
fand pick out her sister from among the
@ead. They finally approached a body a
portion of whose face seemed recog,'niza.-_
‘Dle. With a scream the girl threw herself
on the coffin, As she reached it, she
fainted. The doctors took her outslde and
worked fully fifteen minutes before they
could restore consciousness, She then
said she felt strong enough to go back.
When she saw the body for the second
time, however, she lost self-possession
again and fell fainting before it. This
time it took nearly half an hour to restore
lier. The attendants would not let her
approach it again, and her father, him-
self in little better condition, ook her
away. The body was marked for a par-
tial identification.

All day long little funeral processions
started away from the Morgue with the
dead. As goon a8 & body was identified
the coffin was removed to the chapel
until an undertaker could be engaged by
the family. Then it would be placed in
any one of the nondescript wagons that
were at hand and carted away. There
'was none of the dignity usually associated
with a funeral, ..

Then the little group of relatives, usual-
Iy pitifully small, would come out of the
office at the side of the entrance, and
the procession would start. .

The police had some difficulty with
these funerals early in the morning.
When they passed through Twenty-sixth
Street, close by the line of those waiting
to get to the Morgue, many times frenzied
women would rush out crying unintel-
.igibly. and apparently bent on getting a
Ilook at the coffins. .The police believe
‘that. not having been admitted to the
Morgue yet, they were afraid that the
‘relative they were looking for might
have been claimed by some one else, and
were unwilling to let anybody go that
(thev had not seen. Mounted policemen
were set to patroling the line, and the
| disorder was stopped.

The Morbid Again in Line.

‘ In spite of it being a working day, there
, were almost as many persons seeking to
{ view the bodies a5 on Sunday. The police
| regulition was very strict. Mounted men
patrolled the line through Twenty-sixth
ttreet and along Tirst Avenue to see there
was no disorder. Half way down Twenty-
sixth Street the intending visitors to the
Morgue received their first check. Here
;a policeman was stationed to exclude
‘those who obviously had no business
there. There were many well-dressed men
"and women turned out of the line here
iand sent across the street to get out of
the district. At one time a group of six
schoolgirls with books under their arms
came along. Thay told the policeman
they wanted to see the bodies, and were
surprised when he unceremoniously shunt-
ed them off. . \

Ir ‘ront of the Morgue entrance was
‘stationed Miss Mary Gray, attendant to
the examining physician of the Charities
Department. She is a small woman with
eveglasses and a mild manner, but the
six kurly policemen who were there to en-
. force her orders as to admission or exclu-
\sion marveled at the dispatch with which
shg handled the crowd. -

All sorts of excuses were given by those
who saw thelr hours of waiting on the
line were to come' to mnothing, although
they stood tantalizingly near the en-
trance. Most of them said they were
there to identify relatives, "but in the
majority of cases a few questions dis-
posed of the pretensions. Several doctors
with medicine cases arrived at the gate
as well as many young, men, who said
they were medical students. By the
Commissioner of Charities’ order they
were niot allowed in, There were those in
the crowd who frankly admitted they had
no business there. Two men .dressed in
well-made clothes of foreign cut said they
hag * just come ‘to see the sights.”

This_attitude was the wonder. of every
one whose business forced him’to go into.
the Morgue. -
© “1 wouldn't be here for double my
\.wages if I could help it,”” said one of the
. policemen; stationed- at- the entrance. An-
| other.who was ordered to cscort' a visitor
Airside, said-.that: he: had looked at the
celling gilthe time, as he had done every

e - i
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time he had gone in. ‘‘ And here they
come arcund saying they ‘want to look
at the sights '! " he added in disgust.

Sad Story of One of the Unidentified.

Jt has been a source of mystification
why the body of one woman who seemed
the most perfectly preserved of all, had
not been Identified. Her face is un-
torched and her eyes are open {n a start-
lingly natural way. Yesterday the mys-
tery gave promise of being cleared up.
Incidentally a - pathetic state of affairs
was disclosed, :

Mrs. Louise Bongartz, the matron on
the Thomas S. Brennan, the Charities De-.
partment, boat which makes trips be-
tween BEast Twenty-sixth Street_and the
various public institutions on Randall's
and Blacgwell's Tslands, said that she was
sure she recognized in this woman a

constant passenger in the boat. She made |

frequent trips to Randall's Island, the
matron said, and had told her of a little
son, whose only support she was, wlgo
was in the New York City Children's
Hospital and school there. v her death
the child will be left without family or
means of support..

Mrs, Bongartz was pogitive in her identi-
fication of the woman, but did not know
her name, or anything. about the boy.
Deputy Commissioner of Charities Frank
J. Goodv:in communicated with the hos-
%ital and asked Superintendent Mary C.

unphy to send somebody to the morgue
to-day who could identify her.

Another puzzling case was cleared up
yesterday, when the body of Mrs. Julia
Rosen of 78 Clinton Street was identified.
When the bodies were searched on Satur-
day night a wallet containing $857 was
found pinned in her clothing over the
chest. When the coffins were moved
Sunday night from the Charities Dock
to the morgue they found a small en-
velope containing $12, supposed to be her
week’s pay, in the clothing.

Yesterday a weeping girl of 16 years
presented herself at the Morgue entrance
and said her mother had not been home
since Saturday. She explained that she
had an older brother who worked and
three vounger brothers and sisters to take
care of. She said that when their mother
failed 10 come home Saturday night they
did not know what to do. She had not
heard of the fire and they had not krown
where their mother worked. They waited
at home all day Sunday, but the mother
did not appear. Yesterday inorning, the
girl said, somebody told her she ought to
20 to the police. On applyving to the near-
egl station she was told to go to the
Morgue.

A nurse accompanied her Inside and
supported her while she made the rounds
of the bodies. Ifinally she came to that
of her mother, which was easy of recog-
nition. She stopped there with & cry, and
was only able to nod her head when they
¢.6ked her if it was the mother she sought.
The nurses were touched by the fortitude
she iisplayed. and said that it promised
well for her success in the duty she must
now take up, that of being little mother
to the bhereft family.

She explained her mother's possession of
so much money by saying that she always
feared being 1robbed, and was afraid to
leave her savings at home, The meaning
of the word bank was entirely unknown
to her, and probably. had been to her
mother. Esther said the family had been
in the country four years, and that her
father had died several years ago.

Paihetic Oases Revealed.
Early in the afternoon there was a
funeral from the Morgue which attracted
attention. It was that of Joseph Wilson
of 60 East 118th Street, whose body was
claimed Sunday by Rose Solomon of 84
Chrystie Street, when she recognized his

ring and her picture in his watch. They
were to have been married next month.
His body was. put in the undertaker's
wagon, and in the carriage which fol-
lowed down the street the girl was the
only mourner. The girl's little savings,
which she had hoarded for the purchase
of a trousseau, went to pay the expense
of her sweetheart’s funeral.

Yetta Rosenbaum, 22 years old, of 308
rEast Houston Street, was identified by
“her father through a scar on her left
knee, the result of =an operation. 'The
body was teriibly charred, and without
‘this mark of identification would prob-
ably have gone unclaimed.

The peculiar stitch used in darning her
stockings was the means by which the
1body of Sadie Nussbaum was identified by
'nher mother. Her cousin, Hattie Samuel,
said that the gir”’s ambition had been to
1be a school teacher, but that she was
' forced to leave high school and give it up
In order to help support her family. Her
cousin said she had always felt the dif-
ference between the work she wanted to
do and that which the factory life thrust
iupon her, and had been broken-hearted at
giving up her ambition.

One of the girls identified yesterday
had taken an active part in the shirtwaist
workers' strike last year, in which the

Triangle Company was the storm centre..]

She was several times arrested and taken

| before the Magistrate in the Jefferson
Market Court, along with other girl vic-
tims of the fire. She was Yetta Goldstein
of 282 Madison Street. At first Abraham
I Levine. her cousin. could mot recognize
I her charred body. Later he recognized a
signet ring market “Y. G.,”” which had
been taken from the bodv. A further
search revealed a gold cuff button, which
he had given her.

Another shattered romance was re-
vealed with the identification of Sarah
Brodsky., 29, of 205 East Ninety-ninth
Street. Her cousin. Morris Brodsky of the
same address, recognized portions of the
clothing and some of the effects found on
the body. ‘With him was Israel Bralolsky
of 198 East Ninety-ninth Street. He was
'to have married the girl in five weeks.
He broke down when ILieut. Sullivan
showed him an engagement ring and a
watch which he had glven her.

A pitiful case was that of Moe Rosen,
38, of 134 Attorney Street. He was iden-
tified by his sister. She said that his
wife was critically ill at their home and
that she dared not tell her her husband
was dead or bring the body home.

Ignatzia® Bellotta of 625 Washington
Street, Hoboken,  was identified by her
father through the heel of her shoe. He
had taken her shoe to be repaired and the
shoemaker put in a plate whose peculiar
construction he recognized. The girl was
16 years old.

One of the last fdentifications made
was that of Kate Leona of 515 East Elev-
enth Street. The storm was threatenin
as a Jittle knot of relatives gathere
around a coffin that thev believed con-
tained her body. TFour of -her family
worI%ed in the factory, and only one was
saved.

Long Search Ended.

Last night three brothers and a sisier
gathered around the last coffin in the
row, which contained the last unidentified
"body whose state of preservation war-
ranted the belief that it would soon be
"identified. Dominick Leona, an uncle,

had been the flrst man to enter the
Morgue after the hodies had been brought
there. He had ldentified -two cousins,
Nicolina Nicolose and Antonina Colletti,
but his search for his brother’s child had
. been unavailing.
| Now they thought they had found her.
The shoe on the body they surrounded
i seemed, like hers. Then the uncle stooped
.down and parted the singed and matted
i hair. He reached ‘in where the tresses
close to the head scemed to have been
unharmed and with his penknife cut off a
lock of hair.
| As they followed him to the gate where
an arc light gleamed, the storm broke.
Lightning flashed around the building
and . hail began to beat in at the open
: windows of the dome on the bodies lying
| underneath. Attendants scurried around
. manipulating the ropes that closed the
windows. But the little group under the
lignt gaid no attention.

uddenly the sister cried out. She had
'made up her mind that the lock of hair
;came from the head of the girl they were
‘looking for. The men in the party sobbed.
‘Their search had been successful, and the
. toll of three out of four members of the
i family was completed. In a sorrowful
| file they went into the office while the
| death certiicate was meade out. Then,
unmindful of the heavy rain, they left the
' bujlding.

After this there were few applicants for
‘admission to the morgue. The attendants
moved the little group of remaining cof-
fine to the centre of the floor and the un-
clalmed bodies were covered for the night.
These were_ the iwisted, charred shapes
that seemed to defy recognition. It is
likely that most of them +will see no bur-
fal but that afforded by charity.

At 6 o'clock the police had made deter-
.mined efforts tc break up the line of
.those sesaking admission. Mounted po-
Iicemen rode down the line on Twenty-
isixth Street and on First Avenue hurling
questions at those who stood there and
turning them off as fast as they found
;they had no business in the line. The
‘news of this onslaught traveled down
the entlre length, and most of them
brct»lge away, glving up the attempt to
get in.

. The police have been repeatedly com-

i mended for the work they have -done in

“handling the difficult crowds at the
Morgue. They have been uniforly kind to
the bereaved persons and forceful enoughn
with those who had no right to be on_the
scene. One policeman was seen to slip a
dollar bill into the hand of an old woman
who came out of the Morgue crying that
she had no money and no provisions, ow-
ing 10.the.failure of her daughter to come

‘home with her weekly wages# The nurses
" ' PE AR K .. .

and attendants, as well as the doctors,
'have stood the long hours and trying con-
ditions and remained steadfast to the re-
solve to do the hest possible for all those
in trouble.

28 REMAIN UNIDENTIFIED.

;Description of Those Bodies Expected
| to Bring Claimants Soon.
|

i Only twenty-eight of the victims of the
iwalst factory fire remain unidentified.
|Out of the total of 142 dead 133 bodles
were taken from the burned buillding or
from the sidewalks or sub-cellars and afr-
shafts adjoining, and nine from the va-
| rious hospitals. All of these were moved
to the improvised morgue at the foot of
East Twenty-sixth Street on the night of
‘the fire. Of this number nine were iden-
3t1ﬂed on Saturday night, seventy-seven
{wére identified on Sunday, and twenty-
,eight yesterday, making the total num-
iber of identified at midnight last night
114, The remaining twenty-eight uniden-
tified bodies are now 1n the East Twenty-
sixth Street Morgue, and at least fifteen
or twenty of these, it is belleved, will be
ider?tified within a few @&ays with the
aid of the speclal desecriptive list of the
unidentified and unclaimed printed in TuE
TIMES this morning. A list of those re-
ported missing is printed below:

Dend Identified Yesterday.

1 BASSINO, ROSIH, 31, of 57 West Houston
| Street,
I
 BELATTA. VINCENZA, 16, of 625 Washington
| Street, Hoboken, N. J.
BERNSTEIN, ESSIE, 19, of 77 Essex Streat.
BRODSKY, ID4A, 16, of 308 East 102d Street.
BRODSKY, SARAH, 21, of 206 East Ninety-
ninth Street.
BROOKS, IDA, 18,
Brooklyn.
EISENBBRG,
Street. X
FITZE, Mrs. DOSIE 1.OPEZ, 24, of 11 Charl-
ton Street. Jumped from a window on the
tenth fioor, and was taken to the New
: York Hospital, where she died last night.
FRIEDMAN, ROSE, 18, of 77 Bast Fourth

of 126 Graham Avenue,

CHLIA, 17, of 14 East PFrst

Street.

\GERNS’I‘EIN, MOLLIE, 17, of 325 East 101st
Street.

GOLDSTEIN, YETTA, 20, of 282 DMadison
Street.

. GRAMEATTASSIO, Mrs. IRENH, 24, of 6
: Bedford Street.
, HERMAN, MARTY, 40, of 511 Fifth B8treet.
'KENOWITCH, IDA, 1§, of 288 Clinton Btrest.
| KLEIN, JACOB, 28, of 1,301 Washington Ave-
nue, Bronx. )
LEI*S*KOWITZ. NEITIE, 23, of 27 RHast Third
+ Street.

LEONE, KATB, 1% of 515 East Eleventh

Street.
MATALE, FRANCBS, 21, of 133 Sullivan
Street.

MIDOLO, GAITANA, 16, of 3 Commerce Street,

ROSEN, Mrs. JULIA, (widow,) 33, of %S Clin-
ton Street.

ROSEN, Mrs. LOEB, 38, of 174 Attorney Street.

ROSENBAUM, YETTA, 22, of 302 East Hous-
ton Street.

ROSENTHAL, NETTIE, 21,
Street.

SABASOWITZ. SARAH, 17, 202 Avenue B.

SPtélt\IT. GUSSIE, 19, of 823 East Eighth

reet.

STARR. Mrs. ANNIE, 30, of 734 East Ninth
Street.

STELLINO, JENNIE. 18, of 315 Bowery.

WELFOWITZ, DORA, I1, of 116 Division
Street.

of 104 Monroe

Unidentified Dead.

Box 45. MAN—Charred body; black button
shoes, white underwear; no property.

Box 49. MAN-—Body cannot be identified:;
parts of pink undershirt remalning; no
property.

Box 2. WOMAN—Charred body;
bracelet on arm.

Box 82. WOMAN-—Charred body; part of biack
skirt end black lace shoes; no property.

Box 47. WOMAN-—Heavy, brown hair, blue
skirt, white petticoat, black button shoes;
wore plain wedding ring.

Box 60. WOMAN--Body charred: wore em-

broifered white waist; no property.

Box 74 WOMAN—Should be easy to identify.
About 25 yvears old, long brown halr; wore
white walst, white underwear, black lace
shoes, black stockings; no property.

had metal

Box S§1. WOMAN-—Body charred; sore black
stockings and black button shoes; no prop-
erty.

Box 05. WOMAN-—-Body charred; piece of

white ribbed petticoat remaining; no prop-
erty.

Box 96. WOMAN.—Body charred. Wore black
patent leather shoes. Had metal bracelet
on arm with the initials ‘' R. P. A.’ .

Box 100. WOMAN.—Bady charred. Teeth
filled with gold. 'Wore black shoes and
stockings, No property.

’,

Box 102.. WOMAN.,—Body charred. Wore black
stockings, ribbed underwear. No property.

Box 103. WOMAN.—Body charred. Plece of a
black waist remaining, adorned with heavy
silk embroidery and thin black lass. No
property.

Box 107. WOMAN.~Body charred. Wore white
lace walst with embroldery, white under-
vear, plain. Had two rings on her person,
one marked with the initials ‘“ A. G.,”* the
other a plain ring with & single stone. Also
had a watch and chain. On back of watch
case {s & crescent. .

WOMAN.—Body charred.

Box _108. ‘Wore
black ribbed stockings and black shoes.
No property. - :

Box 112. WOMAN.—Body charred. “Very
heavy, wore black lace shoes. Had & plain

wedding ring., supported by plain guard.

Box 115, WOMAN.—Body charred.” Wore
ribbed underwear, black lace shoss. NO
property. )

Box 118. WOMAN—Body partlally charreds
Apparently a young girl, brown hair, good
teeth: no property. )

Box 120, WOMAN—Body charred; wore & plaid
waist, plald petticoat, black and white
checked skirt, black shoes and stockings;
no property. i

Box 11. WOMAN-—Hopelessly charred; no prop-
crty.

Box 457’. SVOMAN—Hopelessly charred; no prop-
erty. .

Box 53. WOMAN—Hopelessly charred; no prop-
erty, .

-Box 8t3 WOMAN—Hopelessly charred; no prop-

. erty. .

Box 81. WOMAN—Hopelessly charred; mo prop-
erty. -
N -

R
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Box 9';2, ‘WOMAN—Hopslessly charred; no prap="
er

Boxo 104, WOMAN—Hopelessly charred;  ne
property.

"Box 127. WOMAN—Hopelessly charred; ne
property.

Box 105. UNDETERMINED--Charred trunk;
no property.

Reported Missing.
. BUEALLO, JANE, 23, of 49 Stanton Street.
BUSCHEN, JOSIE, of 52 East Twelfth Strast,

COOPER, SARAH, of 1,630 Webster Avenua.

CO%TEStI, JOSEPHINBE, of 502 East Twelftk
treet.

| FORRESTE, MAY, 23, of 57 East Twelft
I reet,
| LONETTO, Mra. MARY, 25, of 116 Thompson

Strest.

PINELLO, FRANCESCA, of 186 Chrystla
Street.

PREVEDENZI, BOGUILA, 27, of 49 Btanton
Street.

RIVNER, ROSIE, 18, of 146 Ridge Strest: re-
ported nissing by Henry Mislin of 166 Mon-
{g; Streeot, & friend. No relatives In coun-

STAI, ANNA, 23, of 734 East Ninth Street.

STIGLITZ, JENNIE, of 281 East Thirteenth
Street, was reported miesing by Max Schul-
man of Pacifle Street, Brooklyn, at
Police Headquarte}:s on Sunday. .

J\WISSE. ALICE, 18, ‘of 483 West Forty-tifth

brother, Morrls, of same address.

SALEMI, FRANCES, 20, of 174 Cherry Straet;
reported missing by her brother, Thomas,
of same address.

DBELCASTRELLE, JOSIE, 22 of 153 Cherry

! Street; reported missing by her brother,

I John, of same address. )

- ROSENFELD, GUSSIB, 19, of 414 East Six-

| teenth Street; reported missing by her broth-

! er, Bernhard, of same address.

FLORIN, MAX, 22 of 14 Avenue A: reported
missing by Benjamin Herschensohn, &
friend, of same address.

GOLDSTEIN, MARY, 11, of 161 East Second
Street; reported missing by her brother,
Jacob, of same address.s

DOCHMAN, CLARA, 19, of 524 Edst Eleventh
Street; reported missing by _the North
American Clvic League for Immigrants.
Iives with Mrse. Sadie Schullamartz, her
aunt, at the address given.

FICETENHULTZ, YETTA, 18; reported miss-
ing by her father, Isidore, of same address;
last seen on ninth floor of building by
friend, who escaped.

One more was added to the list of fatal-
ities late last night, when it was reported
that Mrs. Daisy Lopez Fitze, 24 years, of
11 Charlton Street, had died of her in-
Jjuries in the New York Hospital.

Mrs. Fitze was one of the two girl em-
ployes of the shirtwaist factory who sur-
vived after jumping out of a fenth-story
window. In the hospital she occupied a
room next to that ofp Frieda Vilakowsky.
20, of 639 East Twelfth Street, the other
survivor. It was said at the hospital last
night that the latter was being kept in
ignorance of the death of Mrs. Fitze, and
that her condition was so low that little
hope was held for her recovery.

The other injured one at the New York
Hospital Is Samuel ILevine, 29, of 1,882
Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn. Levine was
burned while esca.pm% by way of the
stairs. He was found by firemen on the
third landing, suffering from general con-
tusions and burns. At the hospital it was
said that he would recover,

At St. Vincent's Hospital three of the
shirtwaist makers taken there from the
scene of the fire were removd to thir
homes yestrday. Thre are six other re-
maining suffring from burns and brokn
limbs. All of them are expected to re-
cover.,

. Bellevue Hospital is still treating two of

the girl victiins. One of them ig expected

to recover. The other, Pauline Grossman,

19, of 117 East Seventh Street, is suffer-

ing flrom internal Injuries and her condi-

tion 1s considered serfous. .

treat,
LEVINTHAL, MARY, 22, of 604 Sutter Ave-
nue. Brooklyn; reported miseing by her.



BLAME SHIFTED ON ALL SIDESFOR FIRE HORROR: Fire-EscapelLaw ...
New York Times (1857-1922); Mar 28, 1911; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New Y ork Times
pg. 1

BLAME SHIFTED
ONALLSIDESFOR
FIRE HORROR

Fire-Escape Law Admittedly ln-
‘adequate and Legislature
Plans Reforms,’

THE 142D VICTIM  DIES.

29 Bodies Remain Unclaimed at.
the Morgue, Where 26 Were
Identified Yesterday. -

CIGARETTE CAUSED FIRE

Fire Marshal So Convinced After
Examining Survivors—0Qil Cans )
Near Spot of Origin.

~

x4

DOORS WERE JAMMED TIGHT

Chief Croker Says They Had to
be Chopped Down—Firemen
Will Testify To-day.

RELIEF FUNDS POUR IN

Andrew Carnegie Gives $5,000—Many.
Pitifui Stories Told by Mourners -~
at the Morgue. -

City, éounty. and State officials were
involved yesterday in the discussion of
responsibility for the conditions existing
in the ten-story loft building at University
Flace and Greene Street, where Saturday
evening’s fire cost 142 lives, the lategt;
vietim dying in a hospital vesterday. —

Responsibility for the inadequte ftire
escape facilities was charged directly to
the Building Department. In its defense
Borough President McAneny issued =&
-statement last night... e, held that tl}g'
Depariment was in no way to blame for
the disaster and there was not the slighiu
est grounds for accusing Supt. MlILQ!'
The efforts- to hold him responsible he
characterized as ‘' outrageously unfair.’”

Mr. McAneny said the plans for the
Washington Place building were filed
eleven years ago and were accepted as
complying with the law. This fact, he
urged, completely exonerates Supt. Miller.

Coroner Holtzliauser, insisting that the
Building Depuriment was seriously at
fault, contended that its Inspectors never
had time to look at buildings except those
in process of construction, and that sev-
eral of its small force of Inspectors were
grossly incompetient.

District Attorney Whitman engaged two

engineers yesterday to examine the build-
Ing with a special view of determining
official culpabililtv, and their report wiil
he ready when thé April Grand Jury be-
gins (he investigation.

Certain paragraphs in the State labor
law were quoted by District Attorney
Whitmman to show that responsibility for
proper fire protection in factories, espe-
cially in the matter of fire escapes, de-
volved upon the State Labor Commission.

But State Labor Commissioner Williams
refused to accept this interpretation,
pointing to the fact that a decision of the
Appecllate Division in 1903 settled the fact
that the Building Department has com-
plete control over fire escapes in New
York City.

At Albany plans are being made for
‘legislation that will settle this issue. One
. proposed bill provides that the.State La-
bor Commissioner have control of fire,
escapes in New York City as in other
. parts of the State, ard the other would
‘vest full contral in the Fire Department,
as recommended by Chief Croker. ’

Thelastreport of the State Labor Depart-
ment on the Asch Building was to the ef-
i fect that stairway conditions made it im-
'practicable to change the doors so that
‘they would open outward—that such a
change would really increase instead of
lessen the fire danger. The same report
held that tie Triangle Waist Company's
plant was not overcrowded. The total of
employes then at work, however, was
only 405. while on Saturday it had grown
to over GOO.

Investigations continued yesterday un-
der thz auspices of four differen: eity
departments. Fire Marshal Beers had the
walst company’s owners:, the ‘buillding's
cwner, and thirteen others before him in
an investigation to determine the ekact
cause of the fire's origin.

His conciusion was that there wus no
exrlosion; that a lighted mathh thrown
into waste near oil cans, or into clippings
under cutting table No. 2, on tue Greene
Street side of the eighth floor. started the
ccnflagration. In answer to cvidence that
no smoking was permitted, he declared
he had many cigarette cases, vicksd:up
rcar the snot of the fire's origin., and
could prove that smoking was constantly
indulged in.

Frire Chief Croker, dissenting from evi-
dence furnished the Fire Marshal that the
doors within thexfactory were not locked,
declared his men had to chop their way
through them to gain entrance, and if
not locked they were at least closed so
firmly that only an axe could ef[ect a
passage through them. w

At the loft buflding itself the tirve lmes
were withdrawn, except for a guard on
the sidewalk immediately surrounding it.
Crowds of morbidly curious people flockggil
in from all directions, blocking traffic.
in Washington Scquare East, and idn
Washington- Place, Waverley Place, and
Greene Streets. : -
* hivestigators from Fire Headquar_t‘.e
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’ the Building Department, the Department
of Water Supply, Gas and Eleetricity, the
Borough President's office. and the Po-
lice Department thronged the building all
day, tramping to the three upper stories
&nd probing about in the ruins.

Thelr most important find was three ofl
cans on the eighth floor and two on the
ninth, operated by suctlon pumps, and
eaéfh having a capacity of over five gal-

~lons. Whether these cans contained lubri-

~ cating oil or gesaline was left for a con-
tinpation to-day of the Fire JMarshal's
investigation.

The fire escape. Commissioner Waldo
coficluded. would have handled the crowd
of <emplores in three hours, the. eclevators
in twenty minutes, and the staircases in
thirty minutes. .

At the Morgue a procession of hearses
came and went throughout the day, talk-
ing away the bodies of those who had
‘begn clauimed by friends. The total of
thése dead was Increased by the death of
ong survivor in the New York Hospital to
142, Of the fifty-five unidentified bodies
Teported on Sunday twenty-six were iden-
tiffed yesterday. Detailed descriptions of
the twenty-nine bodies remaining uniden-
tified, together with a description of all
Jewelry and trinkets found on their per-
sons, will be found_on another page. It
is published in the hope that fnenﬁs and
Trelatives will be aided by it in finding
their missing ones.

The funeral of the unidentified victims
prlanned for to-morrow by
was posiponed until Thursday when the
Coroner refused 1o releg@se them until that
date in compliance with the law requir-
ing that bodies be held five days for
identification.

Plans to make the funeral service an
occasion for a lavor demonstration on a

%a.rge scale were perfected during the |

ay.

Relief funds, paid in_through the Red
Cross., the Charity Organization, the
Shirtwaist Makers’ Union, the Women's
Trade Union Legague, and THE NEw YORK
TIMES, reached a total during the day of
£20,000. Andrew Carnegie gave $5,000, the
State Legislature appropriated $3,000, and
saveral citizens gave $1, or more.

In front of many of the leading theatres
last night large kettles. such as the Sal-
vation Army uses at Christmas ﬁ.me, were
placed to receive donations. The monhey
received will be disbursed through the
Red Cross.

STARTED NEAR OIL CANS.

Fire Marshal Gets Evidence as to the
< Origin of the Fatal Blaze.

The first official Inquiry into the Asch
bujlding disaster was started by TFire
Marskal Beers at Fire Headquarters at
9 ‘o'clock yesterday morning. Members
and employes of the Triangle Waist Com-

. vany were examined and told again the
story of the fire angd the fight for life
as they recalled 1t.

The result of the investigation, so far
as_{t proceeded vesterday, was to con-
firm the cigarette theory of the origin.
Pilés of waste, tops of cigarette boxes,
and samples of oil from three cans were
part of the Fire Marshal's exhibits. The
oil can stood in the corner where the fire
origirated. The clgarette boxes were
picked up on the floor within a radius of

. a few feet of the cans. and the waste
stéod In a bale bstween two of the oil
cans.

‘There vere plungers in the two larger
cans. and ome contained about a gallon
of ojl which seemed to be e cleansing
compound to remove spots from shirt-
waists before sending them to the ship-
ping and sales departmenis on the tenth
floor. Another can contained lubricating
oil for the machines, and a portion of it
remained to satisfy the inquiry.

The larger of the three cans was empty
except for water from the fire hose.
Wkat was in this can will be a matter of
srecial inquiry from the witnesses to ap-
Pear this morning, and several who have
already testified will be recalled to tes-
tifv on this point specifically.

The conflicting declarations made to
the Fire Marshal yesterday caused him
16 make a hurried trip to the Washington
Place structure in the noon recess of his
irvestigation. Deputy Fire Marshals T.
B McGuire and Richard Sheehan accom-
yaned Marshal Beers. Theyv measured the
dcoors and windows. staircases, and fire
espape platforms, and then returned to
Fire Headquarters. The entrance into the
cloak room where many bodles were dis-
covered, was found to be 21 inches wide.
‘The stairways, while fireprooif. were found
to be'so narrow that two persons could not
pass up or down them abreast. The con-
dition of the doors they could not deter-
mine, although they found several broken
Jocks that may hava been smashed as the
firemen entered.

Partners Tell Thelr Story.

‘The twitnesses examined by the TFire
Afarshal yesterday included Isaac Stern.
the Superintendent In charge of the build-
ing; John Casey, the engilneer; Michael
Ciacca, John Gaspar., and Joseph Vito,
elevator boys; Samuel Bernstein, manager
on the eighth and_ninth floors, and Max
Planck and Isaac Harris, the prog‘x;l_etors.

Afr. Blanck testified that the iangle
\Waist Company was mnot a corporation.
He saild that he fled to the roof to es-

~ape, and that forty or fifty 1s fol-
lowed afm. At first he had tried to pass

from_the tenth floor to the ninth, but
found flames coming up_ the stairways
and retreated. gathering his two children,
who were in his office on the tenth floor,
into bls arms before starting roofward.
Ar. Harris was on the roof when he
reached it. he testified. N

Leplyving to questions by the Fire Mar-
shal., Mr. Blanck said he thouzht that all
but one of the perseons on the tenth fluor
escaped, and that most of those who per-
ished were on the ninth floor, the flames
on' the stalrways shutting off their chance
to leave by the roof route.

There were 3530 persons on the ninth
flaor, he sald. 225 on the eighth floor, and
60 or more on the tenth. Some of the
Jeswvish girl employes had remained at
nome, as Saturday was a Jewish holiday.
In that way, the witness thought, 30 of
60-might have escaped the fire neril.

The company's business amounted to
£1.000,000 i 1908 and nearly as much n
1949, The strike cut it down last vear.
Alr. Blanck said. but it was rapidly pick-
inz up again when the fire occiurred.

1saac arris, the other partner. had
totully forgotten how he learned of the
fire. and ‘what he did prior to finding
himself on the roof. ¥e said he had a
confused j=pression that he looked doyn
the slairs from_ the tenth floor on the
Greene Street side and saw smoke and
flumes coming up them. ‘Then he re-
called that many girls followed him to
the roof.

‘“ I found a step ladder.”” he sald, * and
?léced it against an adjoining building.

n, that way we escaped, myself and 75
vthers.”

Mr. Blanck, who was recalled, joined
Harris in statements that there had never
been a fire drill in the place, and that no
effort had been made to instruct the
girls, mostly foreigners. by printed notices

. ar* otherwise,

logated.

i’saac Stern, superintendent of the build-
ing, was asked if any violations had been
filed against the building.

3 None that T know of,”” he answered,
“and if any had been filed I would have
heéard of them. My employer, Joseph J.
Adch, was particular to see that things
wére kept in good order. I was not in
the building when the fire started, but
was at Thirty-fifth Street and Broadway
on my way from the buillding to my home
ag 39 East PEighty-eighth Street. I re-
turned and witnessed the fire from the
sireet.” .

John Casey, the building’s engineer, saia

—that the first he knew of the fire was
when an elevator boy shouted that the
place was burning. He was in the cel-
Jar. but ran immediately to the street,
arriving just before the fire engines.

;Fire Started in the Clippings.

Samuel Bernstein, manager of the walist
cqz}npa,ny's employes on the:eighth and
ninth floors, testified at great length as
to'his experiences during the fire.

** T was standing on the west side of the
eighth floor talking to my cousin, Diana
Lipschultz, when Eva Harris, a book-
Xe¢eper, ran to me and said, ‘' The boys
axe purtting out a fire by the elevator on
tle ‘Greene Street side.’ It was just after
the bell had rung to quit working.
foiind a cutting table on fire and fire in
a box of clippings standing beside it.”

Fire Marshal Beers interrupted to ask
how often the® clippings and débris were
cleared away from the floors.

*“ About once in two weeks.” was the
resly.

Bernsiein then told@ of his efforts to put
out the fire with buckets of water, A

" shipping clerk, he said, brought a hose

their union |

where the fire exits were,

fiom_ a_ standpipe into play, but had to!

guit before he accomplished anything.
S sIsaw it was no use fighting the fire,”
'~3ernstein went on, “and I yelled to the
vo§irls to run down the stairways. I tried
;»&tﬂephone to the tenth floor to have a
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fire alarm sent in, but it was no use. I
saw we had to get out.-and I started for
the roof. I carried several girls. I think
I was the last to leave. 1 saw Blanck
on the roof when I got there:”

““ Hadn't quite a number of fires broken
out in the factory recently? " asked the
Fire Marshal. . -

“ Yes, one of the men and myself put
out a little fire a short time ago.”

“'Did not these fires occur in the part
of the floor where the men were at
work? "’ -

**Well, there was one where the girls
were working.'’

‘““And the men—don’'t they all smoke
clgarettes? ™’

““Yes, but we do not allow them to
smoke in the building.”

Leo Todor. an employe on the eighth
floor, said his attention was attracted to
the fire by Bernstein, whom he saw
throwing water upon it.

‘“ Brown, & mechanic, threw one bucket
on and I threw another on,” Todor testi-
fied. *'I saw it wasn't doing any good,
so I ran to a window, ot on to the fire
escape, and climbed Into the yard below. I
broke a window and got into the base-
ment window."”

Edward Markowitz, a shipping clerk
on the tenth floor, said he got down to
the ninth floor and found the door open
but the girls in a panic. After spending &
few seconds there he ran back to the tenth
floor and went up to the roof. The ninth
floor girls, he sald, were crowding to the
stairways leading to the eighth floor, and
toward the fire escape, but none followed
him back to the tenth floor.

Hard to Get Omne Door Open.

Louis Brown. machinist in charge of the
eighth floor, said there were 176 machines
on his floor and 286 on the floor above.
ANl the machines on both floors worked,
he said. on a continuous shaft system,
with the girls sitting in narrow aisles to
operate them.

“I was washing my hands.” he sald,
“ when the cry of fire was heard. I saw
the second cutter's table on the Greene

Street silde ablaze. T saw Bernstein try-
ing to put it out, and went to help him,
.but he called to me to look out for the girls.
I saw they had blocked the Washington
Place door and jammed my way through
them, shoving them out of the way on
both sides of me. I got hold of the door,
and with difficulty got it open. I can't
say if the girls found dead there died be-
cause some one got the door shut later
or if the stairs were too narrow for them
to leave the place. .

“1 got out by going down the stairs.
Before I left T saw two girls hanging out
of the winCows on the Washington Place
side. T grabbed one and a policeman
grabbed another and we pulled them in.;
They went on down stairs with us. On
the ground floor I saw men and women
on top of the elevator and firemen getting
them off.” -

“Did you see any one jump into the.
elevaf.to‘!; shaft? "

Louis A. Silk, employed on the tenth
floor, was with his employer, Harris,
when the fire started. He opened tne
windows to see what was below, then tried
to reach the fire escape and falled, then,
rang for an elevator, and finally went to
the roof. On the roof he met Harris
again, and both assisted operators up the.
ladder to the adjoining building.

Silk at first insisted he had heard an
explosion, but when the Fire Marshal
pressed him on this point he said he was
not sure, and it might have been only a
confusion of shouts from the floor below.

Max A, Levin, a bookkeeper, was talk-
ing in his office on the tenth floor to Miss
‘Alter, his stenographer.

**I ran to a telephone and called Fire
Headquarters,’” he said. ** The man at the
other end of the wire said the department
nad already attended to the matter, and
I hung up. I saw Blanck’'s two.children
in the office,_ where I had run to get a
telephone, and smoke was pouring in. I
did not know where Blanck was. I put
the books into the safe, and as I turned
away 1 saw an Italian girl about to jump
from 2 window. I ran to her and dragged
her back. 1 then seized my stenographer
by the arm and led her and the Italian
girl to the roof. One or two men _ were
already on the roof. and a gir! followed
us up. 1 got a ladder and stepped to an
adjoining roof. I did mot go back to see
what had become of the others.

Elevator Man Saved Many.

Joseph Zito, who ran the elevator on the
Washington Place side, claimed that he
had saved over 100 girls in eight trips of
his elevator.

“ 1 have been employed in the bullding
for six montls,” he said, * and knew all
about the Triangle Waist Compaay’'s
place. I knew there would be troubl2 if
there was a. fire. My first two tripis ca.r;

i me to the tenth floor, then I wen
?net(:le to the ninth, and after that I could
only reach the eightn. The smoke there
wag blinding. Tae other elevator ran until
it lost its power, after the sixth trip.

Caspar Mortillalo, the_ other elevator
man, declared it was the crowds who
forced his elevator to stop, rather than
a lack of power.

“%I‘hey pulled my hair, dived on top of
me, climbed on the .roof, and packed
themselves in on top of each other. The
car is built for ten passengers. 1 _car-
ried forty on the last trip down. Some
grabbed the cables and slid down. One
girl shid all the way _from the ninth
floor, and my partner. Vito, got her off
the roof after I had dropped the car
to the basement. A man grabbed the
ropes below the car and slid to the
cellar, dropping into water that reached
his neck before the firemen reached

m.
Frank Formanek, a freight elevator op-
erator, said he made four trips to the
elghth and ninth floors, taking a Jone
negro off the tenth floor, which was
otherwise deserted when he reached :t.

* An Italian fought the girls back on
the ninth floor,”” he said, “and closed
the elevator doors when my car was
full. At the eighth floor, on my third
trip, 1 couid find no one. The snoke
was dense, and the crowd was on the
other side of the room.” .

“ How long does it take to empty those
three floors ordinarily?’ the elevator
man was asked.

* About fifteen minutes,”
swer.

Building's Owner Testifies.

Joseph Asch, the building's owner, who
had hastened to the city from his home
at Saungatuck, Conn., upon hearing of
,the fire, told of his efforts to build a
fireproof structure.

i w71 left the question of construction to
my architect, William Frank of Maynicke
& Frank of 26 North Madison Square,”
he said. T don't know who the builders
‘were. I left the matter of letiting con-
tracts to the architects.”

. *Did you avk any favors of the Build-
ing Department when you had it built? ™

* No: I never asked favors of them at
jany_time.” . s
. **You believed the building fireproof? '’

“The Fire Marshal has congratulated
me_on having it so completely so. We
had a fire once In & loft, and it was
confined to the floor on which it start-
ed. I instructed the architect that I
wanted a building that would be fire-
roof.”
p‘l‘he witness could not recall the name
of the Fire Marshal at the time he was
congratulated. i .

“You built it as a loft building? "

“Yes.”

‘ And never considered it would be used
as ?\Y factory? ™

“ Mo

was his an-

“ Would you still consider it fireproof
in the light of what-happened Saturday?
Are you satisfied with the fire exits?”

“T cannot tell as to that. I do not
know what a panic will do in a fac-
tory.”

“Would you put in more fire escapes
!é l(_:,mef Croker told you It was essen-

a17 "

“ 1 certainly would, and I would have
done it long ago if any one had told
me more_ fire escapes were desired by
Chief Croker. I never inspected the Tri-
angle Company’s plant, except that I
walked through it once and saw the sew-
ing machines. I collected the rents, but
did so by mal. I spent over $300,000 on
the building, and I have never heard a
complaint against it from the Bullding
Department or any other official source.’”

any other building of its kind which had
previouely been constructed, and they

still ins}st that it is the equal of any
building{existing to-day except that in a
few of t}xe very latest better methods of
fireproofing have been adopted. The ele-
vator doors remained closed, so that the
shafts did not carry the fire from floor to
fioor, and the stairs remained intact.”

‘When the investigation adjourned for
the day Fire Marshal Beers said:

“The fire started from a cigarette
thrown into waste near the oil cans or in
a pile of clippings on the Greene Street
side of thé building. 1 cdn prove' that
many men in the loft smoked cigarettes.
From private and confidential statements
made to me I am coénfident there were
regular trick ways of smoking devised to
ovoid detection by the bosses. For in-
ftance. a2 man would hold a cigarette in
the palm of his hand, with his fingers
closed over it. and would blow the smoke
under his coat Japel when he puffed it. If
a foreman approached he.would slip it
in his pocket or snuff the light out with a

bit of cloth. A favorite brand was the
¢ Afternoon Brang,” an Y v

“ The architects claimed it was ahead of :
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many boxes
bearing this label cam

-~

d
f.rom'\ the eighth '

and ninth floors. There were charred|
marks on ledges showing where lighted |
cigarettes had been laid. And this prac-:
tice extends to almost every loft shop in|
the city.” o

|

Croker's Mcn Had to Chop Dborﬂs‘
Dovwn. oo

Fire Chief Croker, after learning that!
the evidence had failed to develop the
fact that doors leading to_stairways and
roof exits were locked when the Tire
started, declared that the testimony ap-
parently had failed to bring out the
truth. . . ,

*“I have no direct and concluslve evi-

dence that the doors were actually locked
or barred,”” Chief Croker said, ‘“‘but I
have evidence that is conclusive that they
were closed fast and that my men could
not foree their way past them except
with axes.

“It, was that way on the eighth floor
and that way on the ninth. Behind these
doors, after we had forced them, -the
bodies lay huddled together. Bodies were
not found in the centres of the rooms, al-
though there were some discovered in a
clpak room on the ninth floor. '

‘ When it was all over and we had time
to search for evidence, the positive evi-
dence had been destroyed. The doors my
men battered in had burned up complete-
1y, so that we may never know positively
if they were locked, or were forced shut
by suction springs, or if the crowd be-
hind thein jammed them shut and kept
them from opening again.’”

‘What Chief Croker said caused TFire
Marshal Beers to summon eight firemen
for another session of his hearing to be
held this morning at 9:30 o'clock.

WHITMAN EMPLOYS ENGINEERS. '

Their Report on Asch Building Con-
ditions Will Go to April Grand Jury. '

District Attorney Whitman vesterday
appointed James P. Whiskeman and John
D. More, two consulting engineers, to go
thoroughly over the scene ot the Triangle
Shirt Waist Company fire, and make an
exhaustive report as to whether or not

th(ei owners complied with the building
code. .

M. Whiskeman was formerly a con-
su]j:mg' engineer in the employ of the
Buijlding Department, and Mr. More is
a member of the Building Code Revision
Commission. Both these men were at the
scene of the fire yesterday in the com-
pany of Assistant District Attorneys
Rukbkin, Bostwick, and Manley, and
Coroner Holtzhauser.

“I have no doubt that it i very
Hlkely this disaster will lead to a
general investigation as to the conditions
existing in factories in this.city.” said the
District Attorney last night. * The matter
will be put before the April Grand Jury.
I cannot place it before the present Grand
Jury, as that will undoubtedly be con-
tinued over next term to investigate the
vice conditions in the city, and the addi-'
tional Grang Jury is already pressed by
the vast amount of work that has fallen
upon it. !

*I have learned that State Factory In-
spector Herrman inspected the building |
last February and reported favorably,
recommending no alterations. It is the
duty of this department as well as the
Building Department to see that the law
is enforced.

‘It is also very likely that it will he
found that instead of two stairways the
building___v_vas really in need of four, as
Section 75 of the Building Code provides:
that there shall be two stairways to each
5,000 feet. This stairway must be con-
tinuous. The code also provides that there
shall be two more stairways to every addi-
tional 5,000 feet, and that when thé num-
ber of feet exceeds 15,000, it is left to the
Buflding Department to decide the num-
ber of stairways necessary.”

According to the plans of the building at

‘Washington and Greene Streets the area is
100 by 100, making 10,000 square feet.
- In commenting further on the investiga-
| tion, District Attorney Whitman read Sec-
| tions 80 and 82 of the State Labor Laws,
w};ich apply to fire escapes and exits. e
said that several witnesses. including
}Commxsioner of Labor Willlams, would
i be subpoenaed to appear before the Grang
Jury which will investigate the case.

Section 80 of the State Labor Law reads
as follows:

Proper and substantial handrails shall b
Provided for all stairways In factorles. Th:
1 steps of such stairways shall be covered
'+ With rubber, securely fastened thereon, if
i in the opinion of the Commissioner of
L Labor the safety of the employes would
be promoted thereby. The stairs shall ‘he
broperly screemed at all .sides and at the
bottom. All gdoors leadihg in or to any
euch factory shall be so ronstructed as ip
ggttznb%utiwalx{-déy ‘glﬁndpractlgable, and shall
ocked, bolted, or fa
working hours, stened during
| Section 82 reads:

Such fire escapes as may be deemed nec-
essary by the Commissioner of Labor shail
be provided on the outside of every factory
in this State, conslsting of three or more
storles in height. Each escape shall con-
nect with each floor above the first, and
shall be of sufficlent strength, well fast-
ened, and shall have landings or balconies
not less than six feet in length and three
feet” in width, guarded by iron railings
not less than three feet in helght, embrac-
ing at least two windows at each story
and connected with the interior by easlly
accessible and unobstructed, openings. The
balconies or landings shall be connected
by iron stairs, not less than six inches
wide, with steps of not less than six inches
tread, placed at a proper slant and pro-
tected by a well-secured handrail, and shall
have a drop ladder not less than twelve
inches wide, reaching from the lower plat-
form to the ground.

The windows or doors leading to each
landing or balcony of each fire escape shall
be of sufficlent size and located, so far as
possible. consistent with gccessibility from
the stairways and elevator hatchways or
openings, and a- Jadder shall extend to the
roof. Statlonary stairs or ladders shall
'be.provlded on the inside of every factory
building from the upper story to the roof
as & means of escape in case of fire.
When the additional March Grand Jury

reported to Judge O’'Sullivan in General
Sessions yesterday, its foreman, William
H. Hurst. reported that they had cast a
unanimous vote and tendered their serv-
ices to the Dist.(lct Attorney and to Judge
O’Sullivan, and’ were ready to make an
immediate Investigation into the fire dis-
aster. They expressed their willingness
to continue throughout the April term,
and other terms if necessary. hey said
that they fully realized that persons re-
sponsible for such calamities in the past
have escaped without being properly
prosecuted. The report was not acted
upon.

The plans of the Asch Building were
sent to District Attorney Whitiman yes-
terday at the request of his assistant, Mr.
Bostwick.

Coroner Holtzhauser was in consultation
with Mr. Whitman for nearly an hour
yesterday. He said afterward that one of
the criticisms he desired to make was
that practical building men were not em-
ploved as Inspectors, but that inexpe-
rienced men got the positions by exami-
nations that did not prove their fitness.
He also sald ithat the law Is his opinion
was defective in regard to the doors. as it
simply racommended that thev open out-
ward. and not sayv they should be
fireproofed.

CITY’'S WATER SUPPLY LOW.

Warning Sent to the Mayor and Pub-
lic Asked to Economize.

Water Commissioner Thompson sent a
letter to Mayor Gaynor yesterday inform-
ing him that the city’s reserve supply ot
water is very low and requesting that all
possible measures be taken to prevent the

waste of water for the present. The let-
ter read:
Department of Water Supply, Gas, and

Electricity.
March 25, 1911.
Heon. Willlam J.°Gaynor, Magyor, City of

“New TYork: .

Dear 8ir—I belleve that the. time has
arrived when we should take the public
into_our confldence and let them know the
small amount of water there is In reserve
at the present time upon which the Bor-
ouxis of Manhattan and the Bronx de-

pen
We have ncw on gtorage 40.000 million
gellons, as against 90,000 million gallons
at the end of March last year. Our pres-
ent storage i3 equivalent to about 120
days’ supply. e rainfall for the months
of - December, January, February, and
March of a year ago was 18.1 inches. For
the corresponding months of this year the_
rainfall has been only 10.8 inches. 1In
additlon to this, there was practically no
rain last Summer and Fall, so that the dry
ground, absorbed & larger proportion of the
Winter rainfall than normally. Of course
we may get a rainfall which will change -
oonditions at any time, but if the drought
which we have erienced for the last
nine months keeps up, we will find ourselves
in a very precarious condition. S
have had ‘published '8 book entitled,
‘* Facts and Regulations for Consumers of
‘Water,”” which has been largely distributed,
and which, I belfeve is having good effect,
and the department is also making houre-
to-house Inspections throughout -the bor-
oughs, as well as carrying on a systematic
.campaign to stop waste by the use of pito-
meters, the shutting off of permits for
the use of twater except where absolutelv
necessary, and so on;\but I think that the
time has come when some letter should
‘be made public, either by vou or myself, in-
forming the people as. to the scarcity of
the water supply for the Boroughs of Man-
hattan and the Bronx, and that they should
be asked to help us in the conservation
s of our reserve for the good of all. . .
" Yours truly, HENRY S. THOMPSOXN,. .
. ©, - . Commissioner.

i
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SUPT. MILLER HOME,
'WON'T TALK OF FIRE.

: R
Asch Building Is Being Restored
Apparently to Its Original .
“Condition. .""; -

- ; i ""»’ I

THREE _~MORE - IDENTIFIED'

16 Victims Stili Unclalmed—Survivors;
Testify That-Panlc Was Chiefly to
Blamc—0One Tells of Rotten Hoss.

.

|

Rudolph P. liﬂller. Superintendent }:t{
|Buildings, had ‘fiothing to say about -Sat-"
‘urday’s fire disaster in the Asch buflding:
when he returned to New York last nlg‘ht(
from his vacation trlp to Panama. He
arrived by train from Galveston and went
at once to the home 0f Borough President
McAneny, remaining In ‘conference wlth(
him for several hours. .

“I am sure Mr. Miller will have nothing
to,say for several days vet,” the Borough
President, who §s Mr. Miller's immedjate
chief, sald, in reply to questions. <“1It
will be useless to try to interview him.

His first business will be to acquaint him-
self with.the situation and hear the report
of Mr. Ludwig, his chief inspector, who
has taken what steps wers necessary In,
his absence; Mr. Miller will take up the.
Investigation at the point Mr. Ludwig has
'reached and will.carry it on.”

! The absence of the Building Superin-
tendent when the fire which cost 143
lives swept through the upper floors of !
the loft structure that had been con-
verted to factory purposes made 1t diffi-
sult for several days to obtain authori-
tative statements-from the Building Bu-
reau as to its attitude toward problems
presented by the fire.

President McAneny, who has warinly
defended Mr. Miller's course throughout
end has blamed the fallure of the depart-
ment lo fnvestigate conditicns in build-
ings already erected to a lack of inspect-
Ing force, greeted his subordinate cor-
dlally and expressed his confidence in his
ability and intention to take whatever
measures he is legally able to do to in-
crease fire-preventive facilities.

‘While the conference between the Bor-
ough President and the Building Superin-
tendent was In progress men were busily
at work in the Asch Building clearing
away the débris and preparing to make
repalrs necessary to reopen its various
floors for business. ’

No Improvements Called For.

The buflding permit under which they
worked called for no improvements or
the alteration of any .conditions existing
before the fire. It called for * repairs”
only, which means, it was generally con-
ceded, that the place will be reopened,
in the same condition it was before Satur-
day. Objectors who wished to“see more
fire escapes Installed were confronted by
declarations from those-at work in the
builuing that on more than  three-fourths
of the loft huildings in the shirtwaist
factory zone, including several buildings
very close to the one that was burned,
there were no fire escapes whatever, and
the fireproofing conditions were much less

satisfactory. -

On the Fire Department's blacklist of
lofts with insufficient. fire exlts are gev-
eral buildingg" yery .Clos he¢ Asch
Building. One;iex! i, n "1
list forwarded 'tg" Mayor~G&Zynor by the,
Cloakmakers’ Joint ‘Board ‘of ‘%Sa.nitfg.ry
Control. R 3. 3

The developments of -the.:
conducted by Fire Marshal Beers and the
District Attorney tended to show that-thed
great loss of life was due not so much to
the lack of escapes as to extreme phases
of panic. The witnesses before Assistant
District Attorneys Bostwick and Rubin In-
cluded many of the Triangle Company’s
sub-bosses and forewomen. These united
in placing the blame on panic conditions,
the stories' of their own escape tending
to show that there was ample opportunity
t? 11%‘e1: out had the best”use been made
o

Harmon Howard, the Inspector of the
Department of Labor, who visited the
Trigngle Waist Company's plant, testified
from the original notes on which his re-
port to the Labor Department had_ been
based. When he telephoned to Albany
for a certified copy of his report, so that
it might be_ introduced as evidence, he
was informed that it was probably burned
up in the Capitol, or at least so water-
soaked that it would be illegible:

The Assistant District Attorneys, find-
ing thzt they could not obtain the.official
report, accepted the testimony of the
Inspector from his personal note book.
This showed that he had found doors
locked on the lower floors of the Asch
building, but not in the Triangle Com-
pany’s plant, and that he had filed no
violations against the Triangle Company
on the grounds of inadequate fire protec-
tion. gll;ch ,complaints as_he did file,
he testified, ‘were against sanitary con-
ditions only.

TWhat a Coroner Saw.

Coroner Winterbottom, who visited the
District Attorney’s office in company
with Coroner Holtzhauser, had been, it
developed, a personal witness of the
fire for the first twenty minutes. His
comments upon it were severe in so far
as they concerned the police and fire
departments. Men from the fire depart-
ment, he sald, reached the upper stories

of the American Book Company building,
next door, in time to have saved' many
lives had they brought axes with them.

“ But, without axes,” he insistegd, * they
kicked at the doors that would hava
opened upon a narrow air well separating
them from the windows of the burning
building in vain, and had to retreat.”

Of the police, Coroner Winterbottom
said they seemed demoralized and allowed
the loss of many valuable minutes for the
Fire Department by not establishing fire
lines and clearing the trucks and wagons
out of Washington Place East. Coroner
Winterbottom lives at B3 Washingto:
Place South. ‘-

“1 saw the smoke from my window,”
he sald, “ and ran out into the square. As
I reached Washington Place I saw one
engine approaching. A block east of that
there was a tangle of fire apparatus and
trucks, and a crowd was surging all
around. The police were huddled together
talking to each other and looking at the
jumping girls, seemingly completely con-
fused. I saw two girls at a window, ap-
parently trying to jump, and -others hold-
ing them gack. I ran to a telephone and
called both Police and Fire Headquarters,
urging them to send more apparatus ami
maere policemen, and many ambulances,

‘“As more apparatus came from the
secdond and third alarms, I suppose, the
trucks came first. They got into such a
position that it blocked the -way for the
engines, and it took timé—it seemed fully
ten minutes—to straighten things out.

“I fainted after twenty minutes or.
more of witnessing the fire, -and some-
one who recognized me, or read my name.
gpon iy shield, had me ‘carried to my’

ome."” -

. Three More Identlified.

Of the nineteen unidentified bodies still.
at the Morgue yesterday morning three
:were ldentified™in"the course of the day.'
Dr. J. Zaberia, & dentist, of 88 Second
[Avenue,:who had placed a gold cap on a
tooth for Mary Loventhal, 22 years old, of
604 Sutter - Place, Brooklyn, picked her
body out from among. the group of.the'
morye -badly charred, %er brgotheg Ben}}a.e-
win, who -had accompanied the dentist
to the Morgus,” verilied the identification
-and was dallowed to take the body away,

Abraham Meyers of 11 Rivington Street
recognized an -earring- upon the body of
a girl in Casket No, 2 as that:of hisg gis-
ter Yetta  Meyers, 19 years old, HisNden-
tification was ‘acdepted as accurate'and .
the:hody released to him, . =

The partial identjfication {aade ext "qe5~"
day evnintﬁ of  ESther Goldfield by her|
.brother,..-tha.- identification ;b&igg, . -{)aged; I
lon & signet ring, was confirme gester ay .
] - - ~

morning by the girl's father, Benjamin
Goldfield.. e N

, JOf the sixteen. bodies now at. the
-Morgue,-all-but one are charred beyond
hope of identification, except from the
trinkets taken, to the Coroner's office.
Charities Commissioner Drummond made
soecial.efforts.to have tié bady of a wo-
man;~-who - hag-. not- even been slightly
“burned-in the fire,-identified, -but he was
ot successful, . |

- Bight injured ,persous were still in, the.
hospitals ' last - night,-‘with -indicdtions of-
Jbeing able to leave within a few days.,

- Coroner Holtzhauser, in order.:to_obtain
data-to use in-his contemplated inquest,
§at ‘4,thr,ou%h the' hearings’ conducted by
Assistant District Attorneys Bostwick and
‘Rubin:;~-He admitted afterward-that liitle
had  Dbéen brought ~out. to \strengthen
-charges of criminal negligence except that
I therey was no-fite escape ladder leading-
| from .the. second-story level t0 the bottom
of the-air shaft. - .

‘ernoon for the-Body rof -Mary-Loventhal,
ihé bookkeepel¥"of. "the minth floor, who

seemed to have-been the general favorite
‘of all,’ When word was brought that a
dentist had identified the body, Jennie Ler-
ner was telling the Asststant District At-
torney how Mary Loventhal had ordered
her upstairs at the first cry -of fire, and
had herself remained behind, urging the
other girls to leave. She was s0 unnerved
by .the newsethat the. body had at-last
been identified that she had to be taken
from the room sobbing.

Diana Lufchitz, a relatlve of Max
Blanck, one of the Triangle Company’s
owners, who operated the telavtograph on
the ninth¢floor, tfestified that she was
talking to her dearest chum, Mary Loven-
thal, when smoke began to come up from
the ninth floor. She described the panic
;_v;uch she held responsible for the 1oss of
ife, . ’

“ 1 sent the message ‘Fire, fire, escape,’
to the tenth. floor,”” she testified, * and
got_for an answer, ‘Quit your kidding.

T tried again with, * We're on fire down
here, run,’ and then, realizing that the
telautograph message was not being tak-
en seriously, I seized a telephone. As I
spoke to the ienth floor bosses, and then
to Fire Headquacters, I _could see some
New York Unlversity students just across
the narrow light well. They were telling
me I'd be burned up, and to get out. But
the sight of the fire—it was beautiful and
fascinating as it spread toward me—had
me fascinated, I guess. I could only
think.how beautiful it was. Then I real-
ized it was getting hot, and I walked~I
did not run—to the window, and climbed
out on the fire escape.

‘“There was a large woman jJust behind
me._ I didn’'t want to_hurry, and she did,
so I clung to the side while _she'passed
me. I saw her go on down. I remember
going two flights at least, and then I
fainted on a platform. Jos Levitch found
me there and brought me down the rest
of the way. I know mang more would
ha.vl‘e been saved if they had only kept
cool.”
|, Leo Todor of 14 Clinton Street told of
‘losing his hold upon the fire escape at
‘the seventh-story level, and catching on-
a platform at the fourth story, only to
lose_his hold again at the second and
crash through a glass roof to the sub-
cellar, from which he worked his way by
breaking a window into the engine room.
| “Gussie Rapp, a forewoman, was positive
'that she had used the Washington Place
stalrway frequently, and had never found
the door locked. She was not in the fire,
having left for home at 4 o’clock.

Joseph Flicher, the Triangle Company’s
paymaster, testified that the money he
had disbursed Jjust before the fire—
amounting to $8,000~was the wages due
for the previous week, and that the death
of -Mary Loventhal, the bookkeeper, had
prevented him from completing his pay
rolls so that the money due could be given
to every employe, or a surviving relative.
Miss Loventhal’s books, he sal&, perished
with her, but all the other records were
.preserved, they having -been put into the
‘safe on the tenth floor.

. Joe Levitch, foreman of the cutters,
testified differently from others who told
i of the fire’'s origin. He said a man-who
saw the box of clippings on fire jumped
in it, an dtried to stamp the fire ouf,
and that he spread the fire zone over the
cutting. table as he jumred across-it with
his clothes on fite. In escaping he used
‘the fire escape.

Says-Hose Was Rotien,

' I.ouls Senderman, & shipping clerk, dis-
agreed In his testimony from the versions,
‘of firemen who said the stand-pipe hokg
-on: ej_eighth‘ floor had .not been brought
'o play. He said he had pulled the hose
‘off the rack and that it broke, it:was so
‘rotten. Then, when he tried -to turn the
water .on anyhow, the tap was rusted
fast and could not be budged, He had
run to the ninth floor, advising all to get
out, but to be patient, as there was plenty
-of time. -

When asked concerning the results of
their investigation the Assistant District
Attorneys in charge said they were satis-
fied that the case of criminal -negligence
had not been made out. They urged com-
pulsory fire drills, and District Attorne¥y
IWhitman joined in their conclusion that
this was the one definite thing easy to’
put into force at this point in.the investi-
gation. He said he was not certain
whether the Labor, Building, Tenement,
Fire, or Police Department should have
charge of the fire A4rill regulations, but|
that it certainly should vest in one of!
these departments. He thought the State|
Labor Departmernit was the best equipped
to handie the matter at present.

With a few exceptiong the wltnesses
who appeared in the District Attorney’s
investigation testified before Fire Mar-
shal Beers_earlier in the day.

Joseph Flicher, the cashier, testified
that clippings were left in the rooms
where they first fell from the cutters’
shears for from eight to ten days, as the
rag- man, who had a contract to take
them away, could only get a bale of
them in that time, and didn't want to
bother with less than bale lots. He said
it ' was his belief that the floor could
have been cleared of cuttings in ten min-
utes after closing time each night. “He
had no idea why this practice did not pre-
vail, The girls spoke for the most part
Jtalian or Yiddish, he said, but he knew
of no effort to advise them.in either of"
those languages where the exits were
and how to get to the roof.

Mounted Patrolman James P. Mechan,
told of penetrating to the eighth floor be-
fore fire apparatus arrived. As he went
up he met girls coming down the stairs
at the sixth floor. At the eighth floor he
found one who had fainted. The fiames
were then back ten feet from the door,
and no crowd was at it. He picked up the
f.*lrl who had fainted and, with a machin-
st, carried her to the ground floor. ' At
the sixth floor they heard pounding on
& loft door, and on smashing it ih found
twenty or more girls, ‘who had entered
through a window from the fire escape.
Thfesle girls they saw go down the stairs
safely. .

Capt. Howard Rush of Engine Company
18, who arrived thres minutes after the,
first alarm was _ recelved, sald he was
posftive the standplpe service could have
fut out the fire, if it had been brought
nto play. .

The investigations, both.at Fire Head-
quarters and at the District Attorney's
cifice, will be continued to-day. .

N. Y. U. STUDENTS PROTEST.

Want Better Fire Protection in Wash-
! irgton Square Building.

Two hundred students of the New York
School of Commerce met last night to
.protest agalnst the inadequate provisions
for. escape from fire In the university's’
building in Washingtén Square, adjoin-
Ing ‘the Asch buildlng. ~Students of the
-unjversity rescued many girls employed
.in ‘the. Triangle Walist Company. .

The students had drawn up a -set of
regolutions contalning’ a clause to the
effect that they . would withhold thelr
tui_t!cix:x fees £x£m«_the~ university until bet-
.ter’-provisions against -fire - were made,
‘The_sentiment of the majority of the stu-
‘dents “present . wagclearly. agiinst these
resolutions, angd- after 'several ofsthe cool-
er-headed students ' and -Deanp Joseph’
“French Johnson of the school had made
addresses advising the students-first to
8o before’ the Fdculty of the university
: with thelr grievances a motion-was made
‘and. carried to lay the resolutions. pn the
table and a commiftee was appointed to
Swalt upon the icult{. } L
-~ Dgan Johnson told the students that he
wag: hédrtilv with’ them in their desire to
have . better protection.against fire, and.
that if there was a, fire in the school with
loss of life it would end.his career as a
teagher, -as. he_could never go back and.
face the crowd., He thought- that if the!
studénts would ‘wait upon those in author-!
ity -at-the- universiy they would obtain:
all they wanted, - . i
i-The_ bullding has eleven ‘stories, The
American- Book—Company~ occupieg -the
first ‘seven floors.and part.of the-eighth,-
The remaining stories :are ocoupied by the
unlversity,? The students. fa.i}i ‘there’ were.
no-fjre-escapes’in the'.building,.and. o
fwo. sgtairways and four elevators, ' and:
“‘that frequen ?‘BS many as 1,000 -were in-
rclass: on-the upper floors, , ST

.—:_» : ,‘\A_ ' 4- - . '/.
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Voters’ Should ' Demand * Beiter,
Fire Protection, Says Dr. Anna’
- 'Shaw at Protest Meeting,

“DOLLARS AGAINST A LIFE™

Mass Meeting In Obera.Htl:ouse onSun-

day to _Protep@ Against
Conditions.

A mass meeting of protest at the’ conys
ditions which made possible the YWashing-
ton Place tire disaster a week ago to-day|
was held at Cooper Union last night under
the auspices of the Collegiate Equal
Suffrage League. Although the big hall
was fllled and scattered through the
crowd were women draped in the’ heal
black of fresh mourning, it was a. silent
gathering, marked by none of that h:}s}
teria which stirred the memorial meeti,n;,{
at the Grand Central. Palace on Wedrness
day evening. - .

Stretched where every one could see wad

1
a flaring banner which bore this legend: |
Votes for Women, Nov. 2U.—Twenty-five
woman-Killed in Newark factory fire, darch
. 25—Une_hundred and ihirty women khled ,
in Triangle fire. Locked doors, overcrowd-
ing, inadequate fire. cscapps. The women
could mot, the voters dld not, alter these
conditions. We demand for all women the
right to protect themselves.

There were three speakers. BMeyer Lon-
don, who was counsel for the striking
shirtwaist makers last year, spoke with
the authority of organized labor; Morris
Hilquit used the fire ns a text for the
gospel of Soclallsm, and Dr. Anna Shaw
was there as a suffragist. She seemed
filled with a tremendous anger and she
spoke eloquently. .

‘“ As I read that terrible story last Sun-

day.” she said, “I asked, * Am I my sis-
ter's keeper?’ for the Lord said to me,
‘Where {s thy sister?’ And I bowed my
head and sald 1 am responsible. Yes,
every man and woman of this city i3 re-
sponsible. Don't er to lay it on some one
else. Don't try to lay it to some official
We- are responsible. You men, forget not
that you are responsible; that, as voters,
it,was your business, and you should huve
been about your business. I you are in-
competent, then in the name of heaven
let us try. Time was when woman worked
in the home, with her wexving, her sew-
ing, her candlemaking, All thiat has been
changed, and she can no longer regulate
her own conditions and her own hours of
labor. She has been driven into the mar-
ket, with no voice in the laws, and pow-
erless to defend herself. The niost cow-
ardly thing that men ever did was when
they tied women's hands and left them
to be food for the flames.” .

“ All sympathy bere iy naiural but
less,’" seid Mr. Hilquit,
a revenge is natural but useless.
not belleve in Eail as & remedy vor social
evils. The girls wno went on strike last.
vear were trying tu rcadjust the condi-
tions under which thcy were obliged to
work. I wonder if there is not some con-
nection between that fire and that strike.
I wonder it our Magistrates who seni to
3all the girls who did picket duty in front
of the Trlangle shop realized last Sun-
day that-some of the responsibility may
be theirs. Had that strike been success-
ful those girls might have been alive to-
day and the citizenry of New York would
have less of a burden upon its con-
science.” .

“«A\r. Harrls and Mr. Blanck were thers
at the tine the fire broke out,’” said Mr.
Hillquit, and the mention of the names
was greeted by a wave of hisses. * They
escaped and we congratulate them. My
friends, what a tremendous difference be-
tween the Captains of ships and the cap-
tains of industry! But let me tell you
that that was no extraordinary thing that
happened Saturday. FEvery year in this
country Industrial accidents kill something
inore than 50,000 workers. That is 1,000
.o week. and 143 a day. Does the number
, 143 sound, familiar? When such a thing
i happens to your friends it 1s a blow, if it
happens in New York'it is-a disaster, if it
happens in San Franclsco it Is an ocur-
rence, and if it happens in Russia it is
statistics.'

Mr. London hoped that the next time
the girls tried to change conditions the
pudblic sentiment would stand bLack of
them and answer, as it should be an-
swered, the question as to which hag the
creater value, an American dollar aor &
Russian girl. For hls own part he wanted
to protest with all his bLeing. he said,
against the searching of the girls to pro-
tect the employers from the chance of be-
ing the victims of petty larceny. After
the first fire alarm had bLeen heard last
Saturday, he said, the searching contin-

ued,

Fire Chlet Croker was not present, but
one of the women read an interview with
him in_which he reiterated his appeal for
more fire escapes and fire drills in fac-
tortes, and said that the responsibllity for
proper conditions should be put on the
tenant rather than on the city.

“Well, it all comes right down to dol-
lars and cents against a life,” Chief
Croker was quoted as sa?'in;;. “ That is
ihe bottom of the entire thing. Mr. Owner
will come and say to the Flire Depart-
ment: ‘ If you compel us to do this or that
we will have to close up the factory: we
cannot afford to do {t.' It comes right
down to dollars and cents against human
lh;'es, no matter which way you look at

USC-
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“ The Safety of Lifc In Factories* was
discussed at a meeting held by the Busi-
ness Men's Group of the Society for
Ethical Culture last night in the society
house, S8ixty-fourth Street and_Central
Park West. The sreakers were H. F. J.
Porter, an industrial engineer who two
years ago investigated the Fire Depart-
ment for the Merchants' Assoclation; F.

. Stewart, Superintendent of the New
York Board of ¥ire Underwriters; ang Dr.
Felix Adler. o R
;e Forgetfylness. s our weakness,”: Dr.

5387 another of our -weaknesses

{th

Y upgiwith Cintelligence.

I.1tal’ murdered the wage earmers, ..This is
' 1iog true.

‘I Thére

. sa'd; - ‘and. we 'must now_ “strike
-while' the iron is hot. Do-not be contenf

thl'enacting laws and’ ordinances; for it
that -we
Year 'pasgs.laws and ordinances and
n do -not put them. into- force. Lt
\is\'pass™the . necessary-laws for:our pro-
but see that they ‘are backed
) ‘We . have got to
F:eqs. for a steadfast enforcement of the
aws. .Then/we do not have to wait: for
thes:law In.this matter. We should see
to it now that as employers we have done
sverything in cur power to a&teg\mrd‘oun

mployes. . :
I have x'-ead since the disaster that cap-

18Very

k!

Murder does not apply in this
case. It is a ‘crime of taking chances.
Americans . are always taking - chances.
Look at some of the flimsy apartment
houses in which some-of your friends live.
\ you- see some Wwho are taking
chances with their chiidren’s lves. A
man may, if he wants to, take a chance’
with his own-life, but when he takes a
chance with the lives of others he Is
criminally culpable. No one as an em-'
ployer has the right to take chances.”

' 'MAS$ MEETING TO-MORROW.
~F'.iu: Protecti

i on ‘to be Discussed at
.. Metropolitan Opera House.

The ‘Women's Trades Unlon League has
issued a call to citizens to attend a mass
meeting ,at the Metropolitan Opera House
at}3 o'clock Sunday afternoon to discuss
the Washington Place fire, * to teke coun-
sel.tngether, and to call upon experts in
variols lines as to what shall be done to
p_'rp»jent another slmilar disaster, for It
is!.commonly understood that there arse
thousands of factory bulldings in addition
16, tenement and apartment houses and’|
other bulldings in which-a similar fright-
ful’los3-0f life might easily follow a fire.”

‘Jacob' H. Schift will open the meeting.
- There ‘will be speeches by Gov. Dix, who
., has accepted a long-distance telephone in-
' vitation to be President; John Mitchell,
Rabbl Wise, Rose Schnelderman, ‘Bish
Greer, E. R, A. Belilgman, Father White,
and others, to be announced later. ' The
call says: - ¥ '

*“The Washington Place. fire occurred
last Saturday evening. During the week
officlal investigations have been made,
testimony taken, every feature of our

ing-methods ‘dre .at- fault,

| rigidly
i bullding. code violations are followed up
1 through' the courts.

T N S R N I SN

a" . pober,." dlscriminating - sarvey.
whole situation in-its'bearings on the fut-
ure, - We shall know:shortly, if -we do not
know already, -just.where our laws are
weak.. We shall learn just how our build-

" We. shall .be
told who, if any one,. {3 to blame. Let us
now Jook unitedly-into-the future.

T At the time of the Newark factory fire
it was pointed out in a:New York maga-
zi{ne that New York City is full of factory
buildings ripe for similar disasters, Four
months passed . without: action and the
disaster came, 'In. the .last analysis the
blame is on all of us, citizens, who .per-
mitted such conditions.to continue with-
out: effective. protest. -Let us’learn.our:
lesson and see to it now that lethargy gnd
indifference lead to no further delay which
ihall be measured .in terms.of human

ves." ) T

At . the headquarters . of the - league
yesterday & .movement was started
to organize .a permanent bureau or
labor laws, whose purpose will be to
see that all atatutes having to do with
the safety of life, limb and health are
enforced and - that all cases of

Eleanor O'Rellly,
who 18 managing the movement to open
-the permanent bureau, said that a slmﬁnr
organization,.established in Newark after
the . fire there, had resulted -in the
equipping of every factory building in the
31 yf ng th the most modern fire protection |
evices . : .

~ WOMEN URGE [FIRE DRILLS.

Commissioner Waldo _A'gx:ées That
’ They Should Be Held.

.The Pubdblic Safety Committes of “the
Federation of Women’s Clubs met at the
Hotel Astor yésterday morning. The com-
mittee had a blll introduced- at Albany
some ume,ago making fire drills of)llg-
atory in all large factories and stores, and
at the meeting yesterday a telegram was
recelved saying . that the bill had been
voted out of committee. ’

A complaint has been received of a fac-
tory In lower Broadway, where Infants’
clothes are made, and -where conditions
aro 80 bad that since the ‘Washington

Place fire the nervous girl emplo ve
almost to Le driven ln% the gllazgsex\]r%
morning. The complaint will be investi-
gated -immediately. by the Chalrman. of
the Public Safety Committes, Mrs, Fran-
cls Cartwright, and Mrs. Ralph Trautman
and Mrs. Jullan Heath. - S
Fire Commissioner-Waldo attended yes-

present laws discussed, and attempts:
made to tix the blame.. ,Thege téasures -
are In good haunds‘and’will ‘be: continued,
It i3 diir, belief. that the ‘time is- rige for’

terday’s:meeting and admitted that he b
lleved- in. the fire arill.. Mrs. 'Cn%'th?lg:;i

suggested: that firemen- who, had- retired

on, pensions, he put fnscirge of the work
of ‘instituting tire arills. i - lny

“Punisament s .
o'
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PENNED IN FACTORIES
AND NO FIRE ESCAPES

A —

State’s Investigators Find Things

as Bad as Before Triangle
Factory Fire.

ONE PLACE LOCKS GIRLS IN

Box Factorles Found Heaped with Rub-
bsh and Fire Exits Blocked—Un-
séanitary Candymaking Shops.

Complete negligence of sanitary ar-
rangements in factories and measures of
prevention or escape in case of fire, de-
spite the warning of the Triangle Shirt-
waist Factory - fire, were disclosed by
the investigators who have been quietly
at work for the State Factory Investiga-'
ting Commission in the laust two weeks,
and wio {estified at the second hearing of
the commission at the City Hall yester-
day. Some of the conditions complained
of were admitted by manufacturers di-
rectly concerned.

Police Commissioner Rhinelander Wal-
do, testifying concerning conditions while
he was Fire Commissioner, declared that
even now the area of newer loft build-
ings east and west of Fifth Avenue, and
between Elghth and Twenty-third Streets,
constitutes a constant menace in case of
fire. He urged the establishment of a|
single Department of Inspection, with a
Commissioner in this city, and one for
the rest of the State, to take charge and
responsibility for the rigid inspection of
factorles whioh is now divided ineffect-
ually among the Building, Health, and
Tenement Departments, and the State
Labor Department.

Samuel Gompers, Presldent of the
American Federation of Labor, presided
at the session yesterday, but the hear-
ing was conducted chiefly by Abram I,
Elkus, counsel for the commission.

Herry L. Schnur, Assistant State Fac-
tory Inspector, like Commissioner Waldo,

declared that the present system of di-
Videa responsibility for factory inspec-
tion amonyg many departments should be
replaced by one centralizing the authority
In a single department, and giving that
deparunent ruli power to enforce its or-
ders. At present, he said, the State Labor
rument has no autnority over fac-
tories in New York City, except in or-
cgering that passageways to fire escapes
be kept clear.

Powerless to Stop Abuses.

* It is powerless to enforce orders for
the widening or removal of even a nar-
row two-foot wooden stairway,” he said.
* Likewise, though we have found chil-
Crer under the legul age of employvment
concraled in enzine rooms of factorles,
we have been unible to ;.unish the fac-
tery owner hecause the present law does
not ake the mere presence of children
in factories during working hours prima
facic evidence of their empiovment. Nor
can the department inierfere in cases:
viere employes handle dangerous ma-|
terial  or  poisvnous chemicals  without
proper safeguards: and it can do no more
then attach condemration tags to food !
preducts which are found to be seandal-!
ously unclean. Merchants can, however,[
Luy such products with the tags.”
_teinal conditions found in factories here
I the last week were described by Miss
tse Schneidermann of &0 Second Avenue
an crganizer of the Women's Tra H
Union League, appointed by Mr. Elkusi
tc_ecarry on such an investization. shel
ld of one puper box factory in West
Broadway f{rom which there was nho
egress save by wooeden stairs with doors
opening inward, or one fire escape leading
to a narrow eight-foot blind alley. The!
alley itself, she said, was c¢hoked up with !
paper and rubbish. and would imprison
employes hopelessly, while ‘ the alley
{tself would burn out.” In this factory, she
said, the machinery was so located that
ft barred the fire escape windows, and
the floors were littered with inflammable
paper and trimmings. There were no
fire appliances in it. She found six or
seven factories in one block on Wanster
Street, she said, where the same condi-
tions chtained, and where the narrow and ‘
flimsy fire escapes were littered with old !
clothing, paper. and refuse,

One paper box factory in Ridge Strect,
che said, was in the rear of a rear build-
ing, and could be reached only by way
of a three-foot alley that led to a narrow
court strewn with paper and rags, anrd
a4 rag shop stuffed with inflammable
haler. The front of the building, she said,
is used daily as a Hebrew school by
scme fifty children. Twenty girls are em.-
ployved in the factory making fancy
toxes for the holldayv trade.

" They are crowded together, and the
rear windows are blocked by machines,”
the #aid. ' When we asked the emplover
to let us take a photograph of his factory
18 refused.”

Another Fire Trap.

Miss Schneidermann told of three other
box factories in one bullding in the Bow-!
ery where all the doors except one opened |
inward, and the windows to the filre es-
capes were barred by fron shutters that
also jutted out over the fire eszcape. In
these factorles girls under 16 vears of
age, she said, worked for from $4 to S9
a week. !

Dr. Henry Moskowitz, secretary of the
Jeint Board of Sanitary Control recent]y’
established by the emplovers and em-!
ploves in the cloak and suit trade, re-;
ported that of 1,738 factories i had been:
found to lack fire escapes altogether, 1011
to have fire escape ladders defectively!
placed, 153 to have openings to fire ps-‘
capes obstructed, 378 to iack even fire‘

buckets, and 23, even since the Triangle
fire, have kept their employes locked in.

In 742 the stairways were found to be
of wood, and in 710 of quickly heated
stone. Dr. Moskowitz recommended the
|abelition of the unwieldy drop ladder in
itire escapes altogether, and urged the
commisgsion to report in favor of the
.establishment of one central department
of fire inspection for factories, as weil
as a ftate Bureau of Medical Inspection.

Commissioner Waldo, testifying at the
‘afternoon- session of the commission, de-|
clared that he believed the fire drill 10
he of only secondary importance to fire
prevention. -~ Panic, he said, often upsets
fire drill in case of real fire. He recom-
mended that it be made mandatory upon
factory owners to equip their factories
'with automatic sprinkling devices, which,
ihe said, in the great majority of cases,
would_check the fire almost at its start.
i'lhe Fire Department, which, heretofore,
‘he said, had no control whatever over flre
escapes, should have such power in order
to provide ample and safe means of
egress in case of fire.

“The fire escape in the Triangle fac-
tery,” he said, ' was of such poor con-
struction and location that even if it
could have been used it would have taken
hours instead of minutes to empty the
[buildig, As it was the victims, find-
ing the fire escape blocked by open shut-
Iters, could only jump.”

Fireproof Stairs Necessary,

‘“ Outside fire escapes are inadequate,”
continued the Commissioner, * The ideal
escape is the inclosed fireproof stairs In
one corner of the building without any
connection with the rest of the house and

shut off by fireproof, self-closing doors.
Where the building is large, this system
should be replaced by one in which fire-
proof walls divide one Part of the bulld-
ing from another, allowing the occupants
to take refuge behind one of these ‘fire
bulkheads’ while the fire is confined to
the compartment on the other side.”

Commissioner Waldo declared that
smoking among employes can scarcely be
prevented, The next hest precaution, he
sald, is to see to it that all factories be
kept clear of refuse and litter.

“ Moreover,” he said, ‘‘the building
plans for new structures ought to be sub-
mitted to the Fire Department before they
are approved by the Building Department.
Even the newer loft buildings east and
west of Fifth Avenue and between Eighth
and Twenty-third Streets, are to-day a
menace. They should be grovlded with
fire bulkheads, shutting off one part of
each building completely from the other
in_case of flre.”

Two manufacturers were called before
the commission vesterday to testify con-
cerning conditlons which ‘Miss Leonora
O'Reilly, one of the commission’s investi-
gators, reported she had found in thelr
shops. They were Aaron Goldberg, who
has a human hair goods factory at 48
Mangin Street, and Samuel Schapiro. who
has a candy factory In the same building.
Miss O'Relily reported that she found the
former's factory littered with loose and
highly inflammable hair, amid which the
emploves ate their lunch. Some of them,
she sald, took the halr home for work
at night. She told also of the dyeing and
disinfecting of the halr without any pro-
tection for employves against the poison-
ous fumes of the chemicals used in the
process.

Golaberg declared that his factory had
been passed by a State Factory Inspector
only two months ago. He sald the place
"was cleaned up every day and swept
twice a day, and he denied that the floors
.were dirty or that the smell of the bell-
“Ing chemlcals used In dveing and dlsin-
fecting—muriatic acld, ammonia, and soda
—could be noticed In the factory. He said
the pots in which the boiling was done
were kept near open windows.

The commission ordered Henry Ta
Schnur, Assistant State Factory Inspect-
or, to have on hand at the next meeting
of the commission on Friday morning the
Inspector who last inspected the factorles
of Schapiro and of Goldberg, and the one
who inspected the Triangle shirtwalst
factory just before the disastrous fire
there. The Inspectors are to bring coples
of thelr reports with them.

GIVES LIBRARY TO MUSEUM.

Prof. Bickmore Turns Over His 20,000
Lantern Slides to the Public Also.

The gift of Prof. Albert S. Bickmore
of his personal library and almost un-
equalled collection of lantern slides, to

the American Museum of Natural His-
tory, was announced yesterday by As-
sistant Secretary George H. Sherwood.
The collection comprises more than 20,-
000 lantern slides, of which about 12,000
are colored. They were made by Prof.
Bickmore while connected with the State
Department of Educatlon, and represent &
result of his extensive travels. Assistant
Secretary Sherwood remarks that in view
of the loss In the fire at Albany last
Winter of the original negatives, the Blck.
more collection, which has no duplicate, |
is of greatly increased value. |
For many vears Prof. Bickmore lectured |
to school teachers in the museum, and his;
office became a rendezvous for teachers,
who were permitted to consult his library
and study the slides. The slides have
heen extensively used in recent lectures
to school children, which have been given
annually in the museum to supplement
¢lassroom work in geography and his-
tory. Mr. Sherwood believes that with all
the slides available, these lectures will
he unusually instructive as well as broad

in scope. ‘

MRS. CHESTER GETS DIVORCE.

Sald of Author In Complaint She‘
“ Couldn’t Stand Him Any Longer.”
A decree of divorce from George Ran-|

dolph Chester. the author, was granted
yesterday by Supreme Court Justice De-
lany to Elizabeth M. Chester, whom he
married July 25, 105, at Davenport, Ia
\rs. Chester recelves the custody of her
children George R., Jr., aged 14 years,
aud Robert Fay Chester, aged 7 years,
together with $1,620 annually for her
own support, and 32,460 a year for the
support of the children until they rearch
the age of 2 years.

Justire Delany granted the decree on
evidence that Chester had been llving
from Feb. 1 of this vear into June at
the Gainshorough Studioy where Lillian
Derimo was Konwn as his wife. Mrs.
Chester told the court that she left her
husband in Janvary at the Hotel Van
Cortlandt and went to the Hotel Albe-
marle, ‘ because 1 could not stand him
any longer.” She testified he had as-
!signed to her his interest In George M.
Cohan's dramatization of his short stories
about ** Get-Rich-Quick Wallingford.”
On her wedding certificate, which was
put in evidence, appeared several verses
of which these were two:

They were so one it never could be sald
Which of them ruled or which of them

obeyed:

Jetween them there was never a dispute
Save which the cther's will should execute.

The decree granted yesterday was an
interlocutory judgment, which must be
presented later for the entry of a final
decree,

“CHIROPRACTITIONER " HELD
Dueringer * Cracked” the Neck of a
Woman Detective.

Heinrich Dueringer, who calls himself &
* ¢chiropractitioner,” was held yesterday |
for Speclal Sessions by Mugistrate Herr-!
man In the West Side Court, where he|
was arraigned charged with practicing
medicine without a license. i

Mrs. Frances Benzecry, an agent of the!
Mcdlcal Socicty, declared that she vislted, '
on Aug. 9 and 10, Dueringer's office in
the Thoroughfare Building, Broadway
and Fifty-seventh Street, which she found
so crowded with women awaiting treat-
ment that she had to wait a full hour for
her turn. Dueringer, she says, Instructed
an attendant to show her how to ‘' pre-’
pare for treatment,” and the attendant
fitted upon her a kimono, open at the
back to permit of frce manipulation of'
the spine. IFinally Dueringer entered the
room.

“Don't say a word.” Mrs. Benzecry
said he commanded. ‘' Let me do the
diagnosing, but if it hurts you, cry out.”

Then, she said, he pressed up and down
her spine, told her that one of the
vertebrae needed readjustment, that she
was very susceptible to colds and was
suffering with asthma and hay fever. He
added, according to Mrs. Benzecry, treat-
ments to effect a cure would cost $10.
She says she paid $1 for the first treate
ment, and recelved a *treatment card"”

describlng Dueringer’s practice thus:| i

It 18 the only method of healing which |
actually locates the cause of the sickness
and removes same, It {8 not faith cure,

Christlan Scicnce, magnetism, osteopathy,
{paasage, or anything else but chiroprac-
ice.

Whatever it was, & sccond dose of it,
Mrs. Benzecry sald cost her $2 the next
day. \When she complained of a pain in
her neck thereafter, she says, Dueringer
manipulated that until he * eracked ™ it.

Dueringer’s attorney contended that hig
client's treatment did not constitute
practicing medicine, but counse! for the
soclety insisted that it did, and Magistrate
tq;;;man sgreed with -bim. .

,
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PACTORY FIRETRAPS
'FOUND BY HUNDREDS

Chief Kenlon Has a List of * Sev-
eral Hundred” Where Thou-

sands of Lives Are in Peril.

NO ACTION ON HIS REPORTS

ijthorrities Have No Power to Enforce
the Law—Cases 7 Years in Court
—Commission’s Inquiry Adjourns.

There are hundreds of factories in New
York City where another such fire may
oceur as the one that occurred in the
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory and cost 143
lives, according to the testimony of Fire
Chief John Kenlon at the hearing of the
State Factory Investigating Commission at
the City Hall yesterday. Thousands of em-
ployes in these factories are in constant
danger, the Chizef declared, and but for
fear of throwing them into a panic he
would make public the addresses of each
and all the firetraps his Investigators
have discovered. He volunteered, how-
ever, to give the addresses—numbering
between 200 and 300—to the commission
privately. !

The Fire Chief declared that the Inves-
tigation was entirely: voluntary and gra-
tuitous on-the part of himself and hils
men, and though each case of violations,
of law had been reported by him to the
various State and City Departments hav-
ing authority, no remedial actjon, so far
as he knows, has been taken by them, nor
have his communications reporting the
violations been even so much as acknowl-
edged. '

Supt. Rudolph Miller of the Bureau of
Buildings «n Manhattan declared that his’
department had no means of knowing
beforehand the number of occupants of:
buildinzs whose plans it approves, or the
adequacy of fire escapes to accommodate .
them. XNo inspection is made of the fin-.

i{shed buildings by hils bureau, he sald,
except on complaints. !
-4 At present we can order additional
exits put in,” he said, “but have no'
power to enforce the order except by civil
suit to procure the penalty, and a second!
suit to enforce compliance with our or-:
der. This is a lengthy proceeding. We
have some cases pending since 1004."

‘“ Seven years,” interrupted Abram L.
Elkus, counsel for the commission. ** And
in the meantime the buildings could have
burned down four or five times.”

Povrer Needed to Enforce Orders,

“Yes," replied Mr. Miller. * The bu-
reau should have summsary powers to
vacate the building when its orders are

not ccmplied with. e have now about
2,710 cases of violations ot rules concern-
ing fire escapes and sufficient exits, in
the Borough of Manhattan zlone. Owners

are willing to take their chances with
such a long waiting list. When the case
finally does come to irlal they simply
say they have complied with the order
and have the case thrown out of court.
The prosecution is {n most cases prac-
tically a farce.”

Mr. Miler said he had not asked the
Corporation Counsel why the cases pend-
ing are not pushed for trial. Mocst of the
2500 cases, he said, resulted from the
tflousands of complaints sent into his of-
fice by employes after the Triangle fac-
tory fire.

Another source of danger, he said, lles
in the laxness of the present law, which
allows an employer to put his employes
into a bullding that is not vet finished
and not yet equipped with fire escapes.
The fault of the law, he admitted, seems
to be that it divides jurisdiction and re-
sponsibility among too many departments
instead of centralizing it in one. But he
was unwilling to say he favored putting
the responsibility on his pureau alone.

The Building Department, he sald, Is
intrusted with the inspection of elevators
—but only passenger elevators, not frelght
elevators, unless complaint is made to the

ureau.,

‘' Freight elevators are generally used
by employes,” he admitted, ' buf there
i3 & card on them as g rule warning those
who ride in them that they assume all
risks and responsibility in doing so.”

‘ That card is put there by employers
to escape damage suits, is it not? ”’ askzd
Mr. Elkus. Mr. Miller sald he thought
the.t might be the purpose.

*Isn't it true that practically not a sin-
gle factory building in the city has ade-
quate fire exit facilities? ' asked Miss
Mary Drier, one of the Commissioners.

*“I should not like to say nv building,”
replied Mr. Miller, “but I think most
of tﬁem ought to have addittonal facili-

es,

ties.

Chief Kenlon testified that he had found
& general carelessness about rubbish In
factory ovuildings and the equipment of
fire escapes.

Reported 2.000 Negligent Owners.

“From Aug..18 to Oct. 11 we have re-
ported to the various departments con-
cerned 1,022 violations of the building
law; 627 of Charter provisions; 421 of
the labor law; 20 of the tenement house
law, and 2 of the sanitary laws,” he sald,
“making a totair of 2,081 violations in
less than two months, or about 40 a day.
I have no means of knowing if these
violations have been remedied. The in-
spection carried on by the Fire Depart-
ment was purely voluntary and an act of
courtesy on our part. It was not required
of us hy law.”

Q.—And you don't know whether the
glightest attention has been paid to these
facts which you laid before the depart-
ments? A.—I couldn’t say.

Q.—And in many of the cases, Chief,
they required immediate action in order to
preﬁerve life In case of fire? A.—That 18
right,

a.—ls it lkely that from the conditions
as yvou found them there might be & repe-
titfon of this so-called Triangle fire at any
minute? A.—At any minute.

Q.—With the same result in loss of life?
A.—Yes, Sir.

Q.—And that {s because the violations of
Iaw are not being attended to? A.—Well,
it is because the conditions have not been
frmproved, yes,

Q.—-That is to say it might occur because
- there are fnadequate fire escapes or means
of egress, or rubbish on the floors, or be-
cause the doors are locked or open the
wrong way? A.—Yes.

Mr. Kenlon expressed little confidence
in outside fire escapes, favoring Instead
ample and well-protected stairs or stairs
inclosed in a fire tower shut off, except
for fire-doors, from the rest of the build-
ing. He favored strongly, too, the com-

ulsory installation of automatic sprin-

lers.

“The automatic sprinkler sends in its
own alarm without panic,” he said, * and
starts extinguishing the fire or at least
holds it until the firemen come. If there
had been sprinklers in the Triangle build-
ing, I honestly belleve not a single life
would have heen lost.”

Q.—And how much would 1t have cost to
put sprinklers in? A.—Well, not more than

.

. 000,

Q.—And $5,000 would have saved 143 lives,
not to speak of property? A.—Yes,

Q.—It has been requested that you give
the addresses of some of the buildings
where anotiier Triangle factory fire i3 Iltke-
ly to occur. A.—I can give them to the
commiss'on privately, hut I think it unwise
to scare 2.000 or 3.000 girls again.

Q.—You think it might scare 2,000 or 3,000
persons? A.--Yes.

Hundreds of Shopa Like Triangle.

Chief Kenlon added that the addresses
he would provide are of a number of
buildings, not one—-*' geveral hundred, two

or three hundred.”
Robert D. Kohn urged the commission

to report in favor of a State Building

Code, not as a substitute for local build-
ing codes, but as a basic code for them
to supplement in detalls. He sald the
National Board of Fire Underwriters fa-
vored such a State code.

Commissioner John Willjams of the
State Labor Department said his depart-
ment had now a directory of manufact-
urers, and suggested compulsory regis-
tration of manufacturers under penalty
of _heavy fine.

G. I. Harmon, the Inspector of the State
Tabor Department who last inspected the
Triangle factory about a month before
the fire, was next called. He could not
tell just how many huildings or factories
.he -had been assigned to .inspect at that
time, because, he said, his books were at

thought he ‘had-inspected the factories in
nine blocks' in “about- two months. His,
inspection of the Triangle factory’'s three
lofts, he said, took about an hour and a,
half or_two hours. . . }

Hae admitted that before he entered the
factory itself he _entered the otfice and
told what was his mission, and that those
in charge had ’ample time to clear up the
factory and remedy conditions before he
made the Inspection. He found only a
lack of proper dressing room facllities for
the girls, and doors that opened inwarg,
but which he reported would otherwise
cause an obstacle in the hall were they
to open otherwise.

. Q.—~You know that if the doors had opened
cutward there would not have been that

loss of life? A.—Yes, .

Q.—And didn’t you find the space leading
to the Washington Street rtairs batween the
wall and the ends of the tables—only
eighteen Inches—inadequate?  A.—Inade-
quate? That depends on whether the em- °
ployes were in a hurry or not.

Q.—Of course they would be in a hurry
R" a tire, but you did rot report that., A.—~

O,

Harmon looked greatly distressed &8 he
spoke, - .
Fire Commissioner Without Povwer,

Fire Commissioner Johnson saild he
could not tell whether his office had re-
ceived answers to the communications
sent by Chief Kenlon to the State Labor
Department, that coming under the rou-
tine of his office. "

“If they had been received, however,
he said, *the Chief would have got
them ultimately, because the Bureau of
Violations comes under his charge.

The Commissioner.asked for a speclal
fire prevention bureau, which, he eald,
was practically denled him by the Budget
Committee,

The commission will hold a short ses-
sion this morning, and thereafter meet
in Trov on Oct. 98. Later hearings will
be conducted in_Albany, and in Novem-
ber the commission will sit agaln here.

ARSON A COMMON OFFENSE

But ex-Chief Croker Observes That
Convictions Are Infrequent.

Ex-Fire Chief Edward Croker, Presi-
dent of the National Fire Prevention and

Engineering Company, in his offices in
the Thorley Building, 562 Fifth Avenue,
talked to a Timus reporter yester’day
about his téstimony before the New York
State Factory Investigating Committee
last Tuesday, where he charged that oil
was often placed in fire extinguishers
with criminal intent.

There are oil paintings and photographs
of all kinds of fires as well as hero med-
als for service on the walls abount the
office now occupled by the ex-Fire
Chief. The ex-Chief sat smoking yester-
day, as usual, among these favorite re-
minders of his recent_ past. .

1 sald the other day,” sald he, “In
answer to a question which was put to
me on the stand, that there are some
people who llke fires, I said that I knew
of chemicals in hand granades being re-:
moved and the vessels being filled with
oil, so that when used the supposed ex-
tinguishers would help the blaze alons.

T mean what I said. I could say
more, but we are not using any names
just now. I have no cases before me at
present, but if ever I run across any
more of them I will be only too glad to
hand them over to the proper author:ties.

**IWe have had only one convi.ction for
that kind of offense in New York as far
as I can remember. That was in con-
nection with a shirt-waist factory fire in
Walker Street three or four years ago.
A man went to prison for forty years
for it.

‘ But there have heen a great many
more cases just like that one, except
there was no conviction._ You can't con-
viet without the proof. Evidence is easy
to get, but proof {s another thing. ine
Fire Marshals can easily size up a crim-
inal deal of that kind. The smell of oll
and a burned up fire extinguisher! What
more do you want? But that doesn't send
a man to jail.

“In general, a fellow who burns up
houses by putting oil in his extinguishers
does it under a systematic plan. He
leases fifteen or twenty flats or apart-
ments in tenement buildings requiring
fire extinguishers, all under different
names, of course. He buys about $300
worth of furniture, takes out $1,000 to
$2,000 insurance, and then has a serles
of fire. Figure it out, it's a paying in-.
| vestment. They, caught 2 man in Chi-i
cago the other day, gee by the news-!
papers, who used this system and who:

home, whete he was allowed to keep them
by the Department of Labor. But he

o

admits clearing $2,000,000 on the game.” ‘
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Far Above the Record of the Year
‘ .
. - . . . . |
Eefore, meg to the Tri- ,‘cur:‘ed in the Asch Buildlng in Washing- ltask of conserving the lives and health %rbnglxsd‘ﬁ} nda;ltentti?n thf the Ltegiislature‘
. o rarleln o . " )5 s an y ent to the presen re, pre-;
: ton Place on March 23. of working people,” and improving the vention law which will make moré et-"

» Zz_mgle Factory Disaster.
\ )

DCING PREVENTION ~WORK§

Committee of Safety Reported 74

- \- .
Buildings and Forced 71 to COmpIy]
wi’.h'i’f'he Law—Dangers Stifl Lurking. |

the year 1011 thete were 497 deaths
Ibirning in Greater New York. ‘ac-
ing to statistics which have Dbeen)|
opiled Dy the Commiitee on Safety. |
Thix number compares with only #9201
deuaihs from the same cause during the
preceding year.

Tuncluded in this totul are 198 deaths
frorm conflagrations and of tiis number

147 persuns were killed in  the Triangle
Shirtwaist Factory disaster which oc-
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the object of undertaking the difficult

The oilier deaths which make up the
appalling total of 497 occurred in minor
blazes, small tenement'. house fires agd
fromn such causes as lamps, stoves and
playving with matches, ete. This prevent-
able waste of human life is at the rate
of more than one death a day.

Usually after fires which result in a
shocking loss of life there is a cry for,
more stringent measures of protection.
But, after the first shudder the matterj
of future protection is usually forgot-
ten. New York City has proven the|
one striking exception to this rule. Since:

.the Asch disaster last March continued‘:

effort has been made in the interest of’
fire prevention and safety. State and
city authorities and various philanthropic
organizations have been working hand in
hand to relieve the hazardous conditions
which exist throughout  the city.

PBr this purpose the Committee oni
Safety of the City of Ne wYork was oyr-
sanized by ppblic-spirited citizens with

| by an inadequate money appropriation

| safety is to e urged by the Committee
y during the present session at Albany.
i The recent trial and acquittal of the pro-
i prietors of the Triangle Shirtwaist Fac-
{tory has demonstirated the need of an

"definitely fix the responsibility for such
| horrors upon thoge persens who main-
. tain fire-traps and who are directly re-

conditions ,of factory Dbuildings so .as to,
rendei’ impossible the repetition: of such
a disaster as occurred last March.
After many months of effort a measure
was drawn up under the direction of the
Committee of Safety, in co-operation with;
members of the Legislature and repre-
sentatives of the city government, creat-
ing the Bureau of Fire Prevention as
an adjunct to the New York City Fire
Department. This Bill was passed by the

Legislature and the Bureau is now in
actual operation. Although handicapped

the Bureau js doing material work.
More legislation in the interest of

amendment to the present law which will

sponsible, through wilful and criminal

-fective the enforcement of that law and
which eliminate conflict between the var-
ious State and city departments.

The Committee on Safety mdde during
111 a preliminary investigation of 450
buildings, housing more than 1600 fac-
tories, disclosing widespread violations of

negligence, Such an amendment will be
urged at the present session of the Legis-

"lature,

Another important matter requiring the

existing laws. Formal complaint of T4
buildings ‘containing the most flagrant vio-
lations was made to both State and city
authorities. Inspectors for the Committee
i discovered that more than 22,000 working
‘ people were employed in these huildings.
As a result of the investigation cor-
;rectlve action has been compelled in 71
of these buildings. Inspection work will
be continued with greater vigor during
1912 and unless the_ owners of unsafe
' buildings take immediate steps to obey
Ithe requirements of the #uthorities, the
Committee on Safety will institute legal
action through the proper channels,

| “Despite the progress made .during the
past eight months the cold hard fact re-
mains that New York City still presents
the greatest conflagration hazard in the
world. In the congested value district
of Manhattan, the type and occupancy
of the buildings, the mutual exposures,
taken in combination with the enormous
values involved, make such an alarming
situation that constant watchfulness day
and night is necessary.
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CARMENT WORKERS

i

THREATEN BIG STRIKE;

Five Thousand Women Applaud
Demands of Their Leaders
- at Two Meetings.

MORE PAY, SHORTER HOURS

If Their Proposition Is Not Accepted

by Manufacturers, Speakers Frank-
ly Predict a Strike Here.

At two great mass meelings held last
night, one in Carnegie Hall and the other
in Cooper Union, 5,000 persons, most of
them young girls, and all said to be mem-
pbers of unions arfiliated with the Inter-
national Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union,
indorsed a new form of contract which is
to be submitted to every manufacturer of
women’s walists and dresses in New York.

This contract, in the language of
Alexander Bloch, who presided at the
Carnegie Hall meeting, is a demand for
shorter hours, higher wages, and safe
and sanitary workshops. In the event
that the demands are not met, the
speakers frankly stated that another
shirtwalst strike, which would be bhetter
organized than the last one, and which
they said would be fought to the finish,
would be the outcome, and that the
leader of that strike would probably be
Miss Josephine Casey, one of the West-
ern organizers of the Union, who led the
recent womar. garment makers' strike in
Cleveland, Ohio.

The speakers at both meetings were the
same. As soon as one speaker finlshed
talking to one audience, he would hurry
to the other place and repeat his remarks.
The Triangle fire, in which 147 persons
lost their lives, was often referred to by
the speakers. Some of the speeches were
in Yiddish, a few were in Italian, and sev-
eral in English.
noisy receptions and were applauded loud
and long when some particularly appeal-
ing criticism was made in regard to the
manufacturers.

Whether or not there is to be another
strike depends on the attitude of the
manufacturers toward the demands that
are to be submitted. These cover sev-
eral typewritten pages, demand an iron-
clad recognition of the union, and call
for the privilege of inspection by union
officials of all factories, and a working
week of fifty hours.

A weekly wage of $25 is asked for cut-

ters, of not iess than $15 for sample
makers and tuckers, of not less than %14
for drapers. sleeve setters, and pressers,
of $12 for buttonhole makers and lace

runners, $10 for button sewers, $12 or:

&9 for finishers of the good and cheap
fifnets respectively, §G for cleaners and lace
cutters, and corresponding increases in
the wages of others in the women’s dress
and costume trades.

Want a Nine-Hour Day.

The workdayvs are required to be nine
hours for the first flve weekdays and
five hours on Saturdays, and no worker is
to do any overtime of more than two
hours on any day of the week, and for
this work double the union rate must be
paid. Also, a duly accredited representa-
tive of the union must have access to all
factorics for purposes of inspection, but
the union agrees that his visits will be
such as not to interfere with the workers.
When extra labor is required, and the
union is unable to supply it, the employ-
ers may go outside of the union to get
the extra help, but this extra help must
join the unlon within a week after being
employed. There Is also a clause calling
.for arbitration of disputes.

“ Our purpose in belng here to-night,”
said Alexander Bloch in opening the Car-
negie Hall meeting, ‘‘1s not to vote on a
strike, but to submit for your indorse-

All the speakers got-

ment the demands that are to be made
on your émployers. t
. *In a nutshell, these demands call for
highler wages, shorter hours, and safer
and more sanitary workshops. At a later
date, in the eveat these demands are not
agreed to, a strike shall be called in the
ladies’ dress and costume trades, and
you will be expected to answer that call
at a moment’s notice if necessary.”
Meyer London folYowed Bloci. HEe re-
ferred to the industry as one " in which
slaves are employed ” and in which - thk-
old principle of slave-driving stil exists.
*“1f you fail to demand betier conditions
after that terrible Triangle fire,”” ex-
claimed Lonéon, ** you den't deserve to be
called men and women. You are line
strikers, but you are rotten union men
and voman., Ycu have been going at your
employers with silk gloves, but if you
want to succeed you will have to use mcre
force than thaf. What does a strikel
mean? Tt means to strike a blow.”
lL.ondon spoke for nearly three-quatters
of an hour, and the crowd cheered him to
the echo. ‘When he sat down it was to
give Abraham Fiegenbaum a chance to
speak. and when Fiegenhaum stonpe;l‘
Miss Casey made her speech. Her speech |
was so conservative that it soundel’
strange after the talks of London and
Fiegenbaum. ;

Woman Advises Arbitration.

“ 1 was sorry to see you applaud what
Mr. London said about you being good
strikers, but poer union people,” Miss
Casey said, ‘“ancd I ihink it would have
been mere appropriate had you hung
your heads in shame. Now, I don’'t want
you to do anvthing rash, or anything
that looks like the act of a bully. Do
not let anybdy get vou to vote for a
strilce to-night. The only people who
benefit by a strike are the detectives. I
don’t want a fight for I know what suf-
fering is.

“ Le¢t us try arbitration. We must be
square, and this is a big thing, and we
must go at it in a big, generous way.
You know what happens to bullies. Ve
Mmust meet the empioyer who is square
in a just and generous spirit, and act ac-
cordingly. but if in the end it should be
liecessary to call you to the fight, why.
we will uexpect you to answer just as the
regiments do in war. but we must be
careful not to_act with undue haste.”

The demands were read after Miss
Casey finished speaking. There was some
discussion of them by those in the audi-
ence but with a single exception all the
questions asked were friendly. The one
exception wanted to know what the as-
sistant cutters would get under the new
schedule. Ide sat down when Bloch told

im there was no such job as that of
assistant cutter. Assistants, he explained,
wirte taéunrecntlces. Gt

e Cooper Union meeting Albert
Abrahams, presided. In the course of the
8peech there nf Jacob Panken, one of the
Women in the hall became hysterical when
Panken referred to the Triangle fire and
fainted. One of the speakers also re-
ferred to:Mrs. Belmont in such a way
as to cause g protest from a man in the
audience and the applause that followed
the protest showed that Mrs. Belmont's
friends were in the majority.

As at Carnegie Hall the demands were
unanimously approved.
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'MANY LEAP, ONE DIES, AT FIRE |

| Conditions of Triangle Disaster Re-

i produced in Bowery Blaze.

A repetition, on & much smaller scale.,
of thé 'friangle shirtwalst factory fire}
occurred vesterday at noon in the five-
story factory building in the rear of 21
Bovdary. More than 109 men and women
were trapped in the burning building, and
twenty-five of them were forced to jump
for their lives. One man was killed and.
several were injured.

The brick building in which the fire
started is inclosed entirely by other brick;
structures on all sides. It is in the cen-
tre of the block, bounded by the Bowery
and Chrystie Street on the wwst and east,
and by Bayard ahd Division Streets on
the north and south. No part of the
building can be seen from any of these
streets, and the only means of entrance
{s through a hallway leadini from the
Homestead Hotel, a lodging house at 19
Bowery. This hallway leads directly to
the one and only entrance and exit door
of the building. In the neighborhood this
building had always been regarded as a
fidetrap. There had been three fires in
the building in the last ten years, it was
said, but no lives nad been lost, though
the building had absolutely no fire
escapes.

After the Triangle disaster. however,
the Buildlng Departmient insisted on the
building of two fire escapes, on the
Division Street and Bayard Street sides.
Had it not been for these many lives
would have been lost.

The first floor of the building was oc-
cuplied by J. Rothman, a manufacturer
of tables. Abe Jablowsky, a shirtwaist
maker, had quarters on the second floor.
Above him, on the third floor, and ex-
tending to the roof there were the estab-
lishments of Harrls Lapizes and Steier
& Co., manufacturers of trousers. The
fire started on the third floor with the
explosion of a gas engine just after 100
girl workers had filed out for luncheon.
But above and below 100 more men and
women were busy at their various occu-
Eations. When the alarm was given those

elow the third floor fled through the
single exit on the ground floor. Those
above were cut off by the smoke and
made for thle north and south fire es-
capes.

Smoke prevented escape by the north
fire escape, however, and 100 persons
crowded on the narrow escape on the
south. The early arrivals climbed safely
down the iron ladder which leads to the:
backyard of 22 Division Street. The oth-|
ers, about twenty-five in number, had to|
depend on the ladder which leads to the'
rear vard of 26 Division Street. !

This ladder, it proved, was useless. Tti
had apparently rusted to the framework!
and hung down in front of a ground-!
floor window from which smoke was'
pouring. Those who tried th's means of.
escapre had to retire to the first landing .
of the narrow fire-e<cane, i

The rear yard of 26 Division Street is
about 12 by 12 feet in dimension and is!
surrounded by a ten-foot wooden fence.
YIn the corner of the fence is a twenty-i
foot poplar sapling. The yard leads to
the tailor shop of M. S. Scheimman. Mr.
Scheimman, with his brother, Charles.
and his two clerks, Frank Wellman and

Charles "Stein, had rushed into the back
yard to help those trying to make their
escape by this rear yard. They soon had
their hands full. ’

Mr. Scheimman and his assistants got a
siep ladder from the store, but it reached
only half way to the crowding men and
women. Then thev got a carpet and
stretched it out for a fire-net.

**Jump! " they shouted.

A man darted through the air from the

fourth or fifth story, cicared the branch-
ing poplar tree, and missed the Im-
provised net by many feet. He dashed,
head foremost, on the cement pavement
and was killed instantly.
. Within a moment men and women were
jumping in groups., and the men below
ran for their own lives. dropping the car-
pet as they ran. The first man landed on
a clothesline and his fall was broken.
The others jumped straight into the pop-
lar tree, and the bending green branches
stood the test well. Those who were for-
tunate enough to land on the four-foot
patch of grass which bordered the wooden
fence were not even injured. But many
fell on the cement pavement and were in-
jured. .

One elderly woman made a successful
leap to safety, but. her skirts caught in
the sapling and she could not extricate
herself. She became hysterical, and when
one of the store clerks tried to help her
she bit him in the thumb. She struggled
until a large part of her skirt gave away.
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