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revenue raised by low rates soon ex-
ceeds the utmost that could have been
wrung from the people by the heaviest,
By this financial system, in the words
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of Adam Bmith, ¢ Great Britain seems
to support with ease a burden which,
half & century aro, nobody believed her
capable of supporting. '

Brooks Adams.

HOME LIFE OF THE BROOK FARM ASSOCIATION.

Muoom interest has been expressed at
various times to learn the veal home life
of the DBrook Farm Association, and
many of my fricnds have ureed me to
tell what I know of it. My expericnee
extends Lhrnug]:: nearly four years of its
existence, and if length of time could in-
sure the ability to delineate all the vari-
ous motives which bronght together and
held through so many years its members,
bound by no sectarian creed and united
solely through inclination, the knowl-
edge which my position gave me might
at least serve to salisly eoriosity. Be-
ing one of the least known of its mem-
bers, I enter on this undertaking with
much hesitaney. T cannot understand
why no ene of those who better com-
prehended all the machinery which kept
the wheels going through many teying vi-
cissitudes (thongh T suspect sometimes
the operators themselves felt  doubtful
how it was done) has ever brought its
interior life to view, since a real history
of its aims and endeavors after & truer
lif has heen asked for,

What was my ohject in joining thiz as-
gociation is of no consequence; I am not
writing my own life, and those who were
its leaders were caloulated to have much
more influence on the world than my in-
significant self. Mo matter if 1 even
thoueht that the whole nation would ha
charmed by our simple, unobtrusive life,
anid that in time it would all resolve it-
self into associations of which ours should
take the lead. T know there were many
with ua who felt that the world must come
to g, and that we shoold, in a move gen-
tle manner than the chosen people of old,

gather unto us the possessions of the Am-
orites and the Canaanites, and that our
laws and government should extend and
finally annihilate the existing executive
of the country.  Perbaps even wilder and
bolder visions passed hefore our eyes
erg our final dismemberment. In this
paper T shall endeavor to give a concise
account of the first movement of the
originators of the Association of Brook
Farm, and to supply some idea of its in-
ternal life, hoth material and mental.

It was on a bleak November after-
noon that I entered Brock Foarm ag one
of its permanent regidents.  The weath-
ery not bright even in the morning, had
gradually prown darker, and a cold driz-
zling rain sent a chill through yon and
permeated your inmost being, as well as
added to vour exterior discomfort. T
had some weeks befora passed several
days with the association, that 1 might
in some degree understanid the life that
lay before me. T eonfess that when I
w3 made acquai::tml with its details, its
poetie phase was deowned in the water
in which I washed the teacups. The
reagons which first induced me to apply
for admission as one of its mombers still
existed, and the latent eneroy of my nat-
ure forbade my receding merely beeause
my pergonal comfort, if not quite de-
stroyed, was at least interfered with he-
yond what was pleasant, Dreary as
was this afternoon, my t.hu;s-ughts WErE
more dreary still, and as T drove from
my comfortable home the life T had un-
dertaken rose before me in all its bare
and cheerless rontine. I knew bot littla
of the motives which had drawn its mem-
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bers tozether and sostained them through
all the diffieulties of their arduous un-
dertaking. Thad not sympathized with
the idea for which they lived, indeed
had not in the least understood it; and
the gloomy evening wpon which T en-
tered on my work almost overcame my
resolution.  Aceustomed to the greet-
ing with which worldly usage meets one,
I was not prepared for the indifferent
locks cast upon me by the dwellers of
the Hive as I alichted at its doeor. This
was the building nearest the entrance,
and which usually received all comers.
No one spoke to me, although T had
previously seen some of the members;
they kept about their oeeupations utterly
regardless of me. At last a young man
appeared whom 1 had known in the
waorld, and offered to po with me and
find Mre, B——.  As I knew the build-
ing I was to oceupy, I accepted his es.
cort there, and learned from him that
my belongings had arrived the day be-
fore and 1 should find all ready for me.
Thiz was the only cheerful thing which
had met me sinee I left my home, and
with a more buoyant spirit I entered
the Cottage, which was to be my abid-
ing place.  There was a room ealled the
parlor, which eontained only a few chairs,
and was appropriated to my use as well
a8 that of the three or four ether inmutes
of this builling. There was another
parlor, but a lady who had contributed
much to the erection of the building
was its exclusive oecopant. A fire soon
burned brightly in the prate, my own
rocking-chair was placed near it, and T
began to take a more cheerful view of
things in reneral, so that when the horn
sounded for supper I entered the dining-
room with a less lackadaisieal demesnor
than I had shown an hour or two baefore
and the next morning 1 rose with a spirit
more willing to encounter what T still
considered the ills of life.  No snow had
fallen, and the hills were brightly tinged
with the coming rays of the sun, which
had not yet visen, as T wended my way
down to the Hive, the only cating-house
of the establishment. The other thres
dwelling-houses had no kitchens in their
interior arrangements. I was not alone,
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and the shouts and langhter of the young
gtudents around me drew me out of my-
eelf, and tended much to bring back the
natural gayety of my disposition.  They
were nob all stranpers to me, and they
goon discerned that 1 should throw no
damper on their mirth. I will at once
gay that during my long etay in this as-
sociation the pood-fellowship which ex-
igted between me and this youwthful ap- -
pendare of its graver members was never
lessened, and the tie between o #till
exists, although [ am an old woman and
they are no longer in their early youth.

As I did not join the Brook Farm As-
so¢iation until about a vear and a half
or perhaps two years after its first mem-
bers had entered wpon their novel ens
terprise, I can sive but a very vaoue
aceount of its beginnings.  Ithink there
were not more than seven or cight per-
aons who formed its first household, and
the only buillding occupied by them was
the original farmbouse which afterwarda
received the name of the Hive, as most
of the domestic occupations were per-
formed there, 1 eamnot now recall who
were its first cecupants,  From cavses
unknown to me, several had left before
my arrival. What T now write is from
my own personal knowledge, and I shall
endeavor to give as faithful an account
ag my memory will enable me after the
lapse of s0 many years.

When I first entered Brook Farm the
Hive was a common-sized honss with two
rooms on either side the front door and
two others back of them., The front
door was but little nsad, there being a
more eonvenient one between the two
reoms, on the side of the drive-way or
avenue, by which we always entered,
being nearer the refectory, which was
the hack ronm on that side of the build-
ing, The front room was the common
parlor for the dwellers in the hoose, and
waa alao used for the reception of atean-
gers.  The rooms on the other side of the
front door were oecupied by a lady and
her children. She was not an associate,
but her sympathies united her with the
members and ehe became & permanent
boprder.  Back of the dining-room was
the kitchen, not large, and connected



460

with it were the pantry and a room used
for a laundry, but rather cireumseribed
in its proportions. The chambers above
were used as sleeping apartments for
the inmates of the house, and as there
were many residents at the Hive, T need
not say no one eonll have the luxury of
@ separate root, exeepting one scholar
who was an invalid, When we began
to increase our numbers we had aleo to
inerease our accommaodations ; the Hive
received many additions, and the exist-
ing interior wag much altered, The front
and back rooms were thrown into one,
making a long and convenient dining-
room,  The kitehen was much enlarged,
and the laundry appointments male suit-
able to cur increased population.  Mors
gheds for farming and domestie use were
arected, and rooms were huilt over them,
which gave us many more dormitories.
The dwellers here were prineipally those
whose domestic avoeations were chiefly
in that house.  After the admizsion of
mechanics to the association, the prester
number of them lived at the Hive, es-
Pecia]l].r those with families, the apart-
ments being more convenient for theie
use. It was the only ealing-house on
the ]Jlme_.a.ml was of course the only
cooking establishment.  Oor food was
very plain, but good; we did not always
have fresh meat, hut we became accus-
tomed to the privation and really en-
jored whatever was placed before us.
EBrook Farm brewis has always been a
pleasant remembrance to me, and T even
vet indulee oeeasionally in a geod break-
fast of it. Ouwr head farmer, with his
family, resided at the Hive during all
my stay at Brook Farm, and was one of
its most conspienously attractive inhab-
itants. There was asmall terraced flower
garden near the honze which led to the
brook that gave the name to the place,
A ]Gng rirlg{t., crowned with a pleasant
grove, leoked down upon it, and between
it and the house a larre elm spread ita
gratefu] shade around. It was the only
spot on my first arrival which had any
appearance of having been cultivated
with aneye Lo adornment, and its natural
advantages added moch to itz heauty,

It was a very bugy life that T had come
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into, one totally different from my ac-
customed habits and avocations, hut still
one which the old-faghioned training of
my extrems youth had not entirely unfit-
ted me for, I was early tanght 1o clear-
starch, as it was called, and this knowl-
edge had alwaye adbered to me, and I
was not a little prowd of having my laces
and muslins uncommonly nice - looking;
so in this busy little world I pradoally
fonnd my place. T entered somewhat
into the teaching, and offered to make up
the muslins of all on the plaee who wore
them.  In the minds of some this might
seem # great undertaking, bub as many
congidered such finery wseless, and as
nome were permitted to give me more
than two pieces a week, the task was not
at all arduous.  One little child always
called me **lady love,” but another, I
must own, gave me not so poetical a
title, and knew me only as ¢ Mizs Mus-
lin.” T had other domestic avocations,
for oceasionally I washed the dishes,
and during my stay at Brook Farm [
always belonged to the ironing - room.
I think Mrs. R—— and mysclf wers
amongst its most indefatizable workers,
and we have stood side by side for ten
hours or even longer at a time, only
leaving long enoogh for our dinner,
which did not cccupy mueh time, the
number of our courses not being indefi-
nite. As I have already said, my en-
trance on this life did not open joyfully
to me, but as time went on 1 became
much interested in it and very much at-
tached to my co-workers. Their ear-
nestness commanded my respect, and
although T did not always fully compre-
hend the meaning of what they said, T
felt the fanlt was in me, not them, and
my dull brain was alone accountable. Tt
was not the days of evolution, but of in-
volution, if not of language, of thought.
Cuar life was really very monotonous,
and, looked upon at a distance by one
accastomed to the stiveing life of a city,
would have appeared unbearable; yet it
was strange how much variety we cons
trived to put into it. A caswal observ-
er would think us oceupied solely with
the dull routine of our demestic avoea-
tions, which were not lightened by paid
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domestics.  Such a one could not see
how much thonght filled the minds of
those steady workers. A few bright
words, listened to the evening previuua,
liftad them above their ocenpations, and
vou might have heard a great problem
discussed even over the wash-tub by one
whose brightness shed Llight on all around.

Brook Farm was an association, not
a community., The members were not
called upon to divide their worldly pos-
sessions among their associates, but all
contributed such portion as the:f' thought
they eould afford towards the support of
the institution. There were many who
had wnothing to give, but no distinetion
was made amongst the members; all met
on an equality, and in reality it was just
that it should be so, for worldly advan-
t.ﬂ.gea WETE OVOereOome 1.'!_1.' ngaful labor.
Ench on his application for admittance
was received on probation. 1 think
three months was the time designated,
and then the established members met
in ¢ouncil and discusged the werits of
the applicants, and whether thelr admis-
sion would be beneficial to the associa-
tion. A vote was then teken, and if T
remember rightly two thirds were nec-
essary for an afficmation. T suppose
all bad very much the same feclings as
myself when they knew they were to go
hefore this awful tribunal; and if any
oné had told me three months previous
that I should have waited in trembling
fear for its decision, I could mot have
believed it of myself. A change had
been wrought in me which even now,
after the lapse of =0 many years, seems
little less than magical. Natwrally ex-
clusive and fastidions, a spell was woven
around me which entered into my very
heart and led me to nobler and higher
thoughts than the world ever gave me.
I was not even then in my early youth,
but T felt the influence of a vigor and
freshness the remembrance of which still
clings to me after nearly forty years have
passed away.

The most profitable source of our in-
come was that derived from the pupils
sent us.  Harvard did ws the honor to
place two or three with us whom it was
judged a rustic life might benefit; and
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I need not say they were a plessant so-
cial element in our life.  Several also
came to be prepared for a collegiste
eourse.  One of these served nobly in
our late war, and gave his life on one of
its battle-fields, Another, whose namea
was even more famons in the same eause,
was when with uws a mere child, and
gove but little promise of what he was
to b, the rallant hero of many battlee,
and now a brilliant member of the bar
in one of our largest cities.  There were
many others who were children when
with us, and who if less prominent were
not less earncst to assist our nation in
its greatest need. All honor to them,
wherever they are now scattered,  Sev-
eral came to us who never joined us as
members, but who enjoyed the freedom
of our life from the conventionalities
of society. One in particular is before
the world as a lilerary man of eminence,
whose noble thoughts and words have
always been enlisted on the side of prog-
ress.  The number, when I first joined
the associntion, was not large, I shonld
think not over forty, and yet when I re-
call them to my mind it scems to me one
would searcely find forty persons with
more strongly marked individuality ; nos
loudly proclaimed and only after much
study to be understood, but conteibut-
ing a peenliar influence to the place, and
making Brook Farm a problem in the
minds of men.

As Christmas approached it became
a question as to how we should celebrate
it; after much grave deliberation s fancy
party was suggested, and the chiefs were
applicd to for their consent, which 1 need
not say was easily oblained., We cer-
tainly had no idea of extending our in-
vitations beyend the limits of the place,
and our ingenuity was exerted to pro-
doee the eostumes in which to make our
appearance.  Lverything which could
furnish even a remote ides of what we
wished to represent was ealled into reg-
uisition, and the preparation beeame
a great amusement to us.  (ur simpls
ideas, alas! were doomed to fade away
before the magnificence of some of cor
pupils, who even hired costumes from
the theatres, I must here remark that
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our own manufactured costumes eclipsed,
with their simple classic taste, the taw-
dry finery of the stare.  Our little festi-
val becoming known to some of our oot-
side friends, invitations were asked for,
and owr vizitors added much to the brill-
iancy of our entevtainment. Hamlet was
well represented in his customary suit of
black velvet; Greeks and Clireassians
figured largely, and even an Indian left
hi=z native forests for oor amusement.
Little Nell and her grandfather moved
duietly through the scene, and Spanish
_bolere dancers performed wonderful ev-
olutions,  Altorether it was & success
and enjoyed by all immensely., Faney
balls were not as common then as now,
and 1 deubt whether any of us had as-
sisted at one before.  Little dances wers
eommon amongst us, and very short no-
tice was given when one was to take
place.  Ball dresses were nnknown, and
a knot of ribhon was often the only
adornment added to our usual dress.
Having so many young people under our
charge, these little recreations were al-
most 4 necessity, and the enjoyment was
quite as great as if we had been dressed
in the finest Paris robes, and had en-
tered the ball room at ten instead of
leaving it at that hour.  With our early
morning habits, late evening parties, as
a general role, were out of the question,
and excepting on the oceasion of our fan-
ey ball, T never knew them extended be-
yond ten o’elock.  Our usnal socinl in-
tercourse was principally confined to the
Aerie, where Mr, and Mrs. B—— re-
sided, and where eyvery evening were
collected those who wished to hear or
themselves take a part in the pleasant
and often brilliant conversation of many
of our sssocintes. Music, too, lent its
charm to these rennions, and T need not
say that the Aerie was seldom lonely.
The Aerie was the first house buily on
the place after it became the property
of the association. Tt was placed on a
large rock, which formed the cellar and
on two eildes the foundation walls of the
structure.  That cellar was an odd-look-
ing place and did justice to the inventive
power of the builders of the house, It
did not exactly illusteate the text about
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the durability of such a foundation, for
when left to take care of itself the winds
and the storms soon demolished the en-
tire building, and it now les in ruins, if
there iz a vestize left of it.  As it was
built on the top of this large, high rock,
many steps were needed to reach the ter
race in front of the door, on either side
of which was alarge room, one used as a
parlor, the other as a library. Behind
these rooms were four small dormitorics.
Above, T think they were not divided in
the same manner, but a greater numhber
of rooms was made of the space, leaving
two rather larger than the others. Mr.
and Mrs. R—— oceupied one of these,
anid the others were piven to the scholars,
At first the library was used ns a recita-
tion room, and T believe Mr. B— still
continued so to use it even after we had
regrular sehool rooms,  Mr. R EEL-
pied himself with some of the farming op-
erations, but there was other work for
him to achieve, in exchange for which
manual labor must kave seemed a recre-
ation. It is needless to say that as the
founder of the association he felt him-
self, if not wholly, yet greatly responsible
for its snceess, and the wear on his men-
tal powers must have been great in his
earnest endeavors to seeure it. T do not
think I reallzed at the time how srduous
bis task was; his pleasant wit and jocose
manner deceived ns as to the weary la-
bor which worked his mind to the extent
of its powers. He never failed to greet
us with a joke, and his face bore no
evidenee of the anxiety which almost
erushed him. His self-control was won-
derful, and through it we were enabled
to assist, to our utmost, the efforts which
he made to insure our suceess,  Wa did
this without really knowing the danger
we were in, and hope lightenad our labors
and enabled us to be of more wse than if
we had shared in his rometimes hopelesa
view of our situation. That this dark
feeling was continuons with him eould
not be; some bright beams will lighten
the darkest days and give energy to pur-
gue a nobler eourse than that prompted
by despair. Tt seems almost superfluous
for me to dwell for & moment on the
mental eulture of Mr, Re—, yet many of
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the present generation may not be aware
of hiz surpassing seholarship.  His clas-
sieal eduveation was thorough, and as a
theologian fow 3ur]‘ua.ﬂa&d kim. The Ger-
man language, which was not then as
menerally studied as at present, was well
understood by him, and his knowledge of
it comprised alzo the peenliar philosophy
of that nation of deep thinkers, and was
no doobt one of the agents in his phil-
anthropic attempt at Brook Farm.

Of Mrs. B 1 speak with a tender-
ness and affection which many long years
have never chillal, I had known herbe-
fore we met at Brook Farm, though not
intimately. It was there that a friend-
ship was formed betwoen us which, on
my part at least, existed as warmly as ab
first until her death. It is impossible to
givee an idea of the life she infused into
all around her. To talk with her gave
us strengih for any effort, for ¢ impossis
hle ' seemed a word unknown to her.
She pever shrank from any task she
thought right for her to undertake. But
there was one sclf-imposed task which
none but a truly Christian woman would
have undertaken ; which almost all would
have recoiled from, and [ew bot those
inured to such duty would have volunta-
rily performed.  Among the pupils sent
from abroad was a boy from Manila.
e was apparently perfectly well when
placed at DBrook Farm, and it was not
until after some months that o most
loathsome disease made its appearance,
and it was easily seen why he was sent
so long a distance from his home, as a
cold elimate was deemed the only cure
for him. His malady was elephantiasis,
Mrs. R—— performed all the duties of
a nurse, and cleansed and bound up the
leprous spots without ever betraying to
bim the sickening feeling which more
than onee nearly overcame her, By her
efforte the disease was arrested for a time,
and for more than three years he en-
joyed his life with ue; but, poor fellow,
he was not cured, and the malady again
made its appearance with more vivulence
than ever. About this time guane was
mueh talked of as a remedy for all forms
of this disorder, and it was tried for him;
it did for a time alloviate, but there was
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no permanent cure for him. Every kind-
ness was shown him by all on the place, for
his gentleness and amiability had drawn
s towards him, and he remained with
us until the final dissolution of the asso-
cintion, when he and a brother who was
with him left to return to Manila, which
he did not live to reach, Perhaps this
digression from my subject may seem un-
necessary, but 1 feel it due to Mrs. E—
that her true nobility of soul and innate
goodness should be made known in this
slight sketch of her. OF her intellect-
ual capacity it is not requisite to speak,
for it s well known, and her brillinnt
conversational powers were appreciated
by all who had the happiness to know
her. Mr, C——, of New Yorlk, a brilliant
lecturer and well-known literary man,
whose moble thonghts and words have
always enlisted themselves on the side
of progress, with his brother alzo lived
in this house for more than a year after
my residence on the place. They wers
not associates, but were drawn towards
us by sympathy with the movement, and
they left us, as did several others, when
our life in a great degree was changed
by our new organization. The other
residents were, as I have said, scholars.

Most of onr pupils had their reoms in
the Aerie, and the freedom of their in-
tercourse with their teachers added much
to the charm of our social gatherings.
Thus the winter passed guickly away;
but when the spring opened and farm-
ing operations commenced, I obeerved a
shade of anxiety on the brows of thosa
to whom we locked for the knowledge
we received of our material suecess, Ts
wae evident that all was not smooth and
prosperous, and that our income did not
meet our expenses. A more cconomical
system as regarded our table was then
suggested, although how we could live
upon less was a close question.  As Qs
ngual on such ocensionz, butter was fivst
attacked, and the quantity heretofore
allowed was much reduced. I eannot
enter into all the details of our cutting
down operations, but I know coffee was
among the victims, or rather we coffes
drinkers were,  Still all this retrench-
ment did not relieve us. A few new
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pupils were added to our eduwcational
department, but not enough to give much
agsistunce.  People were shy of us; we
were supposed to nourish some very fan-
taztic views which encroached much
on the decencies of soviety. T will not
enumerate all the absurd stories which
were cireulated with regard to us; and
although owr outside friends, who still
continued to feel an interest in s, paid
no heed to these ridiculons inventions,
there were thousands who locked upen
us a5 little less than heathens who had
returned to o state of semi-barbarism.
Even many who understood us and our
lives felt timid when it was a question
of the education of their children; 1 do
not mean 1t should be understood they
were afraid of any influence we might
have over them; and although they knew
that our teachers were not only highly
educated but had made their mark as
learned men, they chose rather to Five
their children inferior teaching than to
trugl them to the wild theories of Brook
Farm. There were some who rose su-
perior to these prejudices, and I have
never heard that they rezvetted it

We who were living so quietly within
ourselves did not realize all this, or un-
derstand how much evil was attributed
toug.  In the mean time, if we wers to
keep together, we must live, and how to
do so became a very serious question.
Many plans were thought of, but were
not found to be practical. At last it
was decided to inerease the association
by admitting members who should bring
an industry with them, It was also
agreed that workshopa ehould be erected,
and mechanics who had applied for ad-
mission, but for whom at the time there
had been no place, should be recalled
and should thus try to do for ws what
farming alone had not effected. T have
not ventared to speak of the capabilities
of the place with rezpect to eultivation,
for being a woman I am not supposed to
know much about jts working details;
but having lived for the greater part of
my life in the country T think T know
sumewhat of the quality of land when I
see it, and T do not think much of that
possessed by Brook Farm was suited to
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arable purposes. It is not for me to
criticise the knowledge of those so infi-
nitely my superiors, but T cannot say that
gravel and eand, interspersed with plot-
wresque rocks, produce very rich OTASE,

There was much natural heanty sur-
rounding the place. The pine woods
wdjoining, though not belonging to it
were an endles: source of unjr}_-y'umm. to
its inmates, and became almost a place
of worship to them. I remember we
several times held divine service in ope
of its open glades,  Our officiating eler-
gyman was the Rev. W. H. Channing,
then for a time making his home with .

At last our experiment commenced,
and we were to decide upon the effie feney
of our mechanical labor. T was not one
of the financial committe and eannot
give the details of its working, and must
wait until T have arrived at the proper
epoch to state its results,  Our new in-
mates were quite a respectable class of
persons, and generally inclined to fal6ll
their duties; though I suspect vou might
bave pickad out one or two who thought
they would lead an easier life with us
than battling with the world.  Among
those who joined ws at this time was a
florist, a Dane by birth, and one who
understond his business well.  How real-
Iy Imerative he made it for ns I never
knew, but he certainly added much to
the beanty of the place. Greenhouses
were erected for him, and everything
which could insure suecess within rea-
sonable bounds was placed at his com-
mand. Before bis advent some of us
had endeavored to cultivate flowers, hut
not prosperensly, the soil being too ster-
ile to insure their growth; but with the
power which was miven to him as an
experienced person, our small beginnings
beerme & beautifol reality.  He was me-
thetie in his ideas, and perhaps stodied
beauty a litile more than profit. He
felt so superior to the rest of us in the
knowledge of his own art that he was
impatient of the least control, and not
willing to understand the necessity of
economy in the exercise of his vocation.
His wife and daughter came with him.
The latter improved much, both mental-
Iy and personally, whilst with us, and be-
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came mueh endeared to her young com-
pruions, who sincerely mourned her ear-
Iy death.  This did not take place while
with ws, but mot many vears after our
final dissolution.  The father and mother
were both extremely fond of daneing, o
knowledge of which they hal bronght
from Ddemmark, but in outward appear-
ance it seemed in them a most eolemn
affuir.  The German did not exist in
those days,  All dances were weleome to
u3, atl no one thought it a bove to join
in a sgquare dance.  The waltz was not
universally known, and when danced was
not #o affectionate as our young people
now make it

With the 5pring our hopes revived;
oy workshops were in operation, and
many looked forward to a brilliant fut-
ures bt there were those who did not
take 2o cheerful a view of anr sitnation,
and T am afraid they were those who
best understood its real condition; still
no one was utterly despondent, and the
cheerfolness of the place was not dis-
turbed.  Our amuosementz wenb on a3
usual, mingled with owr graver avoca-
tinns, and outsiders penerally believed
in our prosperity. As the pleasant
weather came on, our visitors inerensed,
some drawn fowards ns merely from cu-
riosity, but, I am happy to say, many
more from friendly feelings  eherishod
for ws. Tt was at the time when the
Hutehinzon [amily were at the height of
their popularity.  As they had shown
some interest in our undertaking we in-
vited them to visit us, which invitation
they aceepted, anid passed a pight with
us,  One great echarm of their singing
was the perfect accord of their voices,

There wes but little of the art of high,

training, but I think in listening to them
you never felt its want,

Dwring the summer months we re-
ceived as an inmate & songetress of far
different type, — Franees or Eliza Osti-
nelli, perhaps better known to the pub-
lie ae Sirnors Biscacclanti,  She was
then quite young, not more than seven-
teen, oF even younger.  She was given
in charge to us by her father; and it was
thonght bhest by those in authority to
place her under the immediate care of
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ong of onr staid members. She was
very pretty, amd ber musical talent made
her doubly F:Lscinating‘sn- that T am
alraid some of our pupils were not as at-
tentive to their studies as it was proper
forthem to be, Tt was rather an arducns
task for her chaperon, and she sometimes
had to call assistance in sending to their
homes these young admirers at the stip-
ulated hour. It was a rule that all
should be in their several houszes by ten
o'clock, [ remember a lodierons wdvent-
ure resulting to myzelf from this ruole.
A party of ws were playving whist at the
Cottage: we all belonged there except-
ing the youngest, who was a pupil, and
lived at the Hive. Being interested in
our game we had not noticed the hour,
when we were startled by the appear-
ance of one whom we always wnngnixed
as chief, and on whose countenanee we
obeerved a4 menacing expression. e
himself was somewhat distorbed when
hi saw who were the party at the table,
and we could not help smiling at his evi-
dent annoyance,  Our poor young friend
was, however, immediately seized upon
and very austerely questioned as to his
heing at that hour, a guarter past ten,
absent from his dwelling place.  The
voung man did not geem in the least dis-
composed, but answered quietly,  We
did not interfere, being much amuosed at
the effort with which oor worthy chief
maintained his gravity. Atlasthe asked,
t And how do vou expeet, sir, to enter
the honse, when yon know the doore are
locked at ten? ™ ¢ 0Oh,” sail our un-
daunted youth, #1 always et in at the
pantry window.” T peed not say that
burstz of lanrhter greeted this answer,
in which wone joined more heartily than
the questioner himeelf, This was all
well encugh for once, bot we thowght it
bitter either to limit our whist parties
to the residents of the Cottage, or to be”
maore eareful abont hours, feeling that
rules should be observed.

But to return to Biseaccianti, Her
music was o great delight to us, although
her woire at that time had been ligtle
cultivated. Tt had grest power and
sweetness combined, aml it muost have
possessed some peculiar quality, for our
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friends on Spring Street told us they
could distinetly hear her when singing
in the open air in the evening, though
the distanee was at least three gquarters
of a mile in a straight line. T have
since thonght this could not have been
very beneficial 1o her voice, but it was
very pleasant to we, 1 think probably
the happiest part of her life wae whilst
with ug at Brook Farm, and perhaps it
wiuld have heen better for her if she
had remained longer with us.  She was
at Brook Farm bot a few months, and
then went with her father to Europe fo
complete her musical eduwcation,  Thar-
ing her stay with us we had a small
fancy party in the woods, principally for
her gratification.  The costumes were
confined almost wholly to the yvounger
residents, althongh the elders lent their
eountenanee to it by their presence. Tt
was a merey seene and ended with sun-
get.  (dne proop represented  gypsies,
and their encampment was roaﬂ}' piet-
wresque; there seemed wlmost a reality
in it, and we could not refrain from
holding ocut our bands 1o have our fort-
unea toll, It was a bright afternoon,
ot oo warm, and zll the children on che
place contributed o it gayety.

Among the many visitors of this sum-
mer was Margaret Fuller, and as may be
aappoeed, mueh interest was excited by
ber visit.  She was leoked upon by hee
admivers as the most wonderful woman
of the age, and, in many respects, she
was 50, So many men of acknowledged
intelleetnal power did homame to her
mind that every one mnost grant to her
npcommaon talent. [ never so fully ap-
preciated her as many of my friends did,
and when listening te her wonderful con-
versations, — which, by the way, were
limiteal to ome person, heeself, — and
straining my mind to comprebend her

"meaning, I must own T have sometimes
wished her English waz vather plainer.
Her sad fate has shromded her in a ro-
mance which perbaps will be remem-
bered longer than the fmpeess of her
mind will be fele, for she has left no
writings of suffieient weizht to iusure her
the fame she hoped to attain.  In con-
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nection with her T most here mention a
youne member of the association.  His
reverence for her was heartfelt, and he
dwelt upon every word from ber lips as
something sacred.  TE yom had asked
him of her personal appearance T am
sure hiz deseription of her would never
have brought her before you as she was.
The ideal which was impressed on hiz
mind was all beanty, and he wonld hard-
Iy have understood you if you had dared
to assert the contrary.  When she left
this eountry for Europe, had it been pos-
sible, he would have accompanied her,
bt his extremp youth made his friends
oppose, for the time, such a project, e
often talked to me of his preat desire to
gee Europe, and what most fascinated his
imagination was the wonderful eathe-
drals he had read of.  After a few years
his desive was geatified; he joined Miss
Fuller, then the Marchesa 4'Ossoli, in
Ttaly. He veturned with her in the fated
vessel, and endd his life with hers,

In paszsing the laondry one day, the
merry voices of its ocenpants, mingled
with lpnghter, made me feel it most he
a very ]'l];ua.sﬂ'l'![. EJIﬂI’_‘E".‘ and Thad a strang
degire to enter amd offer mysclf a3 an
assistant.  They preeted me joyfully, as
more azsiztance was noeedad, and T imme-
diately began my work. It was some-
thing new to me to stand over o wash-
tub, and from ite novelty rather exciting,
g0 1 worked with all my power and com-
plimented myself upon heing eo neeful.
Alas for poor human pride or vanily! 1
was not destined to long rejoicing, and
when most exalted 1 ignominionsly fell
on being deelared inefficient and of no
nse. [ woold oot have it supposed this
wwas any harsh decision, for it was hoth
miven and received in the pleasantest
and merriest manner; and when T left
the workers 1 langhingly rold them that
the time might come when they would be
clad to have me, but T would never come
to them again, My threat was doomed
to be folfilled, for not a great while after-
wards [ was sent for in great need, but I
wisely held to my determination, being
myself fully convinced of my total inca-
pacity for ugelulness in that line.
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Wire all our pleasant social inter-
course, our indostrial powers were not
idle, and if in any way one conld add a
little to the treasury it was cheerfully
contributed.  All who had skill in any
kind of fancy work made it wseful, and
every effort was used to emahle ua to
continue our life at Brook Farm; and we
murmurad at no retrenchment that was
thonght necessary. Baked pork and
beans were to us & Sunday luxury, and
to hard workers they were not injurious;
but an English baronet, not young, and
more daintily nurtured, onee dined with
us on & Sunday, and the consequences
were sad to him, for he died of apoplexy
that same night. He had placed a man
with us in whom he was interested, T do
not know from what cause. FPerhaps he
had been his servant, but & nearer con-
nection wis whispered among us; at any
rate he was better edueated than most
of his elass at that time in England, and
was & ¢lose observer and not an onwise
‘thinker. His quaint remarks were very
amusing, and there waa no peculiarity of
person or mind that escaped his observa-
tion. One lady, who was tall and very
thin and remarkably erect, he always
addressed as ** your perpendicular maj-
esty,' and she pood-naturedly answered
to the title,  He amused us much by his
shrewd sayings, which often contained
mote wisdom than words of more pre-
tension, He was a favorite with all, and
particularly with the children on the
place, for he had always & kind and mer-
ry word for them.

One evening, when we were etill in
the dining - room, after our tea, I was
startled by the appearance at the door
of what, for a moment, I really thought
must be . ghost, so onearthly seemed
the vision; and with dilated eyes and
blanched eheeks I turned to Mr. R .
wondering if it were visible to him. His
amunsed amile reassured me, and he whis-

pered, 4 It is Horace Greeley.'” My mind
was very much reflieved, and I became
able to etudy the singular apparition be-
fore me. His hair was so light that it
wad almost white; he wore a white hat;
his face was entirely colorless, even the
eyes not adding much to save it from
ita ghostly hus. His coat was a very
light drab, almost white, and his nether
garments the same, T so lrmg pn}tgste.rl
that his shoes matehed the rest of his
dress that I cannot now clearly remem-
ber whether they were really black or
not. It is impossible for me to deseribe
the effect he produced upon me, and it
was not until 1 beenme acquainted with
his gentle and pleasing manner that I
eould entirely overcome this first impres-
gion. I remember his reading to us,
when we wers all assembled in the par-
lor at the Aerie, some paper upon which
he was desirous of receiving the eriticism
of our literary world. 1 am sorry to
gay the remembrance of its subject has
passed from me, but IThave an indistinet
ides that it was something in reference
to our own enterprise.  The modesty of
his hearinz, the deference with which
he listened to the remarks made, im-
pressed me strongly.  He was not then
a politician, but earpest in his ideas of
progress ; perhaps not always as practi-
cal as common-sense persons would ad-
¥ise, but true and unselfish.

Wa had many other pleasant visitors
whose agresable conversation amuzed us
for the few hours they stayed, but who
left no mark on our minds, and we conld
think of them only as society callers, for
whom woe wonld get up a card receiver
if it were not certain they would always
find somebody at home, This summer
an amusing though rather annoying in-
cident happened.  The honse T lived in,
the Cottage, had been built without & cel-
lar; and it was thought it would be more
healthy and less damp if one could be
dug under it} so one of our membera on-
dertook to have it done. The necessary
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workmen were procurcd, and when I re-
member the result of their work 1 feel
Lappy to say they were not residents of
the place.  We have been often langhed
at for cur unpractical efforts, for our
strange vagaries, and for the want of av-
erage common-senge actions, but these
outsiders entirely ootdid ws and over-
came 13 on ourown ground,  The mover
of this enterprise was called away, but
supposed he had left his instructions
plain encugh to be understood by those
whom he left to do the work. The work
went on with appareot smoothness, and
we had no doubt as to its heing rightly
done, until ene day, sitting in the parlor,
T heard a strange nolse, and leoking up
was horrified to see a yawning chasm
where there ought to be and had been
a fire-place. My room, which was over
the parlor, was half 6illed with bricks.
The chimney on the other side of the
Louse shared the same fate, but fortu-
nately for the lady who oceupied the
room she was not present, for her par-
lor fared worse than mine, the whola
ebimney having apparently taken pos-
sefsion of it.  The workmen did not
understand that chimneys without any
foundation to support them could not
stand, and by dicring underneath them
and leaving them hanging in the air
they prepared the way for their inevita-
ble fall, fortunately in this instance with
no more consequence than a little dis-
turbance to the nerves of a few of wa
We amused ourselves on the return of
the professor in congratulating him on
the suceess of his experiment.

I have spoken of music as being one
of our evening recreations at the Aerie.
We had seme pleasant voices amongst
us, whose singing we enjoyed. The
pianc was also well played by one of our
members, although not in the most pop-
ular style, and we listened to it with
much pleasure, Happily for us, Brook
Farm proved very alfractive to a lady
whose cultivated and sweet volee added
much to the enjoyment of our lives. She
visited us often, and at last became al-
most & permanent resident among us;
althongh she was never a member of the
asgociation, we loved to think of her as
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belonging to ns. I cannot speak of all
the friends who came to us during this
summer, but among them Mr. R, W,
Emerson must not be forgotten. His
mere presence hore a charm with it
which all must feel who have the privie
lege of associating with him, and I think
he did uws moch good by his visits; |
the sweetness of his nature reached our
hearts. He had alwaye something in-
teresting of his own to read to us, and
there was & general feeling of delight
when one of his visits was announced.
Although dancing was a very popular
amusernent, we varied it by others in
which the intellect was more called into
play. Tableaux were favorites with us,
and during this time we had several ex-
hibitions of them, some lodicrous, but oft-
ener pietares in which beauty was aimed
at, anid sometimes produeced in them.
Much ingenuity was exerted in manu-
facturing our costumes and in arrang-
ing the groups. As we had no pictores
for studies, the composition was entirely
our own, and many of them did us eredit.
History was studied for our subjects, and

one can easily imagine that Scott’s nov-

els supplied vs with many for our most
pretentious exhibitions, Charades and
proverbs were also frequently acted, and
our wits were called into requisition by
our impromptu dialogues. These last
were entirely unstudied, often cur worda
not having been selected until the meo-
ment of performanee, and only & rough
idea given the actors of the manner in
which the meaning should be conveyed
to the spectators. There were often
brilliant conversations which made one
forget they were only for dramatic effect.
To those who were entirely unacquainted
with any of us it would be impossible to
convey an idea of the brilliancy inclosed
within this little cirele. To be sore, it
waa a cirele within a circle, and was dea-
tined hereafter to mar the entire una-
nimity which now existed among us.
One day two or three gentlemen came
out to visit a member of the assoclation,
and as in showing the attractions of the
place to strangers the pine woods were
almost always visited on such occasions,
they were escorted thither. Omne or two
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of our gentlemen acecompanied the party,
and one of them, attracted by something
on the other side of a fence, without

mach thooght jumped over it, and to

his great surprise sunk in & quagmire to
the waist. He struggled to release him-
self, but ineffectually, for some time.
Another of the party, oblivious to the
reality and dreaming only of beanty, with
hiz mind filled with musieal or poetie
vicions alone, ealled to him, * What is
it, a flower? "  Cur poor friend in the
mean time was snything but a flower
himszelf, when the more practical mem-
bers of the party succeeded in nssisting
him from his very disagreeable situation
to firmer ground,

Ilike to dwell upon this summer, for
it was one of the pleasaftest in my life.
The members of this nuclens are now
widely seattered, and, what is still more
gad, not more completely separated by
length of epace than by the total dis-
similarity of feeling and opinion which
now divides those onee so closely bound
together,  The present generation, to
whom Brook Farm is entirely unknown,
ean never realize the excitement it once
produced in ite effort for social reform.
Human nature must be remodeled before
its bright visions can be realized. If =o-
cial reformers would begin by elevating
the moral natores of their followers, in-
gtend of execiting their passions, we might
feel that in the course of ages Ttopias
could be a reality on earth; but I fear
human nature, as itis, has moch to over-
come before such results can be obtained.
What I have now said does not in the
least apply to Brook Farm, for itz one
idea was to elevate and cultivate all that
was good in every one, and a noble am-
bitien that should govern men’s moral
and intellectual life and lead them to
perfection. The so-called social reforms
of to-day have a much morve worldly ob-
ject in view, and a spiritual life is very
secondary to & material one.

As sutumn approsched, and a long
winter was before us, moch anxiety was
felt by our leaders as to what the result
might be befors the apring opened upon
ug, and whether it might not end in the
dissolution of gur little community. The
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immediate benefits from our indostrial
pursuits did not meet their hopes; un-
used to commercial pursnits, the slow
process =0 often needed to establish and
sucecssfully prosecuts a business was
to them a mystery; and T really believe

“that some of us thought that to place

men in & workshop was sufficient to maka
our fortune. We were children in the
ways of the world, financially epeaking,
and we counld not compete with the
sharper, trained heads of lifelong work-
ers. I think also that most of our me-
chanics were those who had not had
much suecese in the world, and the same
reason which probably prevented their
being able to overcome the difficulties of
a struggle which needed more energy
than nature had given them was also the
cause of their failure with us. T wish
to throw no reflection on them, for no
ong can judge what they had to over-
come but those who have heen similarly
placed. I can only say they did not
sucredd with us as we had anticipated,
and the prospect hefore us was anything
but cheerful. T must here remark thas
wi had several skilled in their own line
wha under different circomstances would
have been of material assistance to us,
as has been proved by theie after sue-
cess when again thrown into the world
to work their own way in it. Tt is pleas-
ant to think that whilst with we they
may have felt some influence which scted
on thelr after lives. At any rate, sue-
cess has attended them, and they are
now valuable members of society. If at
this time of cur great need we counld
have had a good practical, experienced
bead, with full power to direct the in-
dustries of the place, who understood
thoroughly the details neecssary to in-
sure success, he might have placed os in
a sitnation to overcome the difficulties
which beset us. As it was, we still
worked on, and did not dare to whisper
to each other what we dreaded to hear
confirmed.

Cur amusements went on as usual,
and ‘as the long evenings advanced we
added Shakespeare readings toour other
recreations. We had several very fine
readers; and these were evenings which
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we elder persons particularly enjoved,
I canrecall many amusing incidents con-
nected with them, such as very bad read-
ing from Roweo, by one who was fully
eapable of rendering the part to the sat-
isfaction of all, becanse the Julict was
excessively distasteful to him.
credit of the place T will say that Juliet
did not belong to us, but was an occa-
gional resident.  Coasting, during the
winter, became a favorite amusement
with our young people, and éven the old-
er ones joined in it The hills arownd s
afforded every facility for the exercise,
and the moonlight evenings were pleas-
antly employed in this merry recreation.
One evening I remember azs being a
particularly jovial one, as the boys had
collected tar barrels and other mate-
rials for bonfires, and all ** went merry
as a marriage bell " until the runners of
an old sleigh were introduced, with seats
affixed to them, and three of our ladies
were indueed to place themselves on this
rather risky conveyance; the remainder
af the improvised slod was covered with
bovs hanging on wherever they could get
a hold, and in this way was begun the
descent of a steep hill.  There were no
means of guiding the vehiele, and it ean
easily b seen how danperous was its
progress.  Itwas started all vight for its
destination, but unfortunately it swerved
a little in its descent, and a cry burst
forth, ** They will go on to the rock!™
The boys who were clinging to the mam-
moth sled threw themselves off, but the
three ladies eould not extricate them-
selves; one was thrown immediately on
the rock, which was very large, almost
makine a small hill; another fell heside
it, and the thivd, withont knowing Low
she came there, was picked up on the
other side of the rocky elevation. She
must have been thrown over it, ag she
was on the opposite side from where the
sled struck; she was totally unhuort, The
only sufferer was the poor girl who was
dashed on the rock; she was taken up
genseless.  Bhe was soon carried home,
but did not fully recover her eonseious-
ness uotil towards merning,  Wonderful
to say, her injuries were very trifling
and she was only stunned for the time,
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and was able to pursue her avoeations,
or at least a part of them, on the follow-
ing day. This accident of course broke
up the coasting for that evening, and we
were rather o doleful returning party.
The danger was scon forgotten, and
coasting was as much in favor as ever,
though sleighs were not agaln substitut=
ed for sleds.

I am writing entirely from memory,
with no notes to poide me, for I kept no
journal of those days, so I will not he
positive that I may not commit some in-
aceuracies in the placing of incilents.
All the facts I state I ean voueh for, and
the matter-of-fact way in which I have
related them will absolve me from any
aceusation of having deawn on my imag-
ination. T have tried to give some idea
of what Brook Farm really was, and to
ghow how quictly our lives passed there.
I have said but little of our farming, for
it details were unknown to me. Whether
our cows were even commonly good I do
not know, but I am sure they were not
Alderneys.  Our head farmer was indeed
the only person on the place who really
understosd what fa'rming shoold be, and
I know that he did all that was in his
power to make it profitable for the asso-
ciation. He was one of the most straizht-
forward, upright, honest, and, let me
add, industrious persons I ever met with;
a man of few words, but what he =said
was to the porpose, and you knew they
might be depended on.  (Gentle in his
manner, I never heard of a rough word
escaping him; there was no servility of
manner; his nature was mild but wich no
lack of manliness; and when T met him
lately at a social gathering of the rem-
nant of Brook Farmers, T looked upon
Lim as one who had been a guiding star
among us. If he had had some half
dozen men equal to himself to assizt him
in bie labors, Brook Farm might have
been a success; bot to depend on men
for digzing, hoeing, mowing, cte., whose
only implement of labor heretofore had
been a pen, one could easily see would
result in failure. As I look back it doss
not seem to me difficnlt to see why we
did not gueceed; but at the time our en-
thusinsm made the most of uws believe
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that faflure was impossible, and that in
some way, very indistinotly seen, our en-
deavors woull end prosperously. T do
not speak of those who held the reins of
government, for they knew better, and
whilst we romanced and idealized they
were anxiously and almost hopelessly
endeavoring to avert o catastrophe, I
think the idea of only following one's
impulses must by this time have received
a check in their minds, if it had ever
exizted there, which I very much doubt,
for however visionary they may appear,
they must have known that a higher mo-
tive than mere self-pratification was nee-
essary to overcome the distaste in many
minds for active occupation.  Among
our more Tecent inmates, [ fear there
were many who held this idea, and con-
sequently they were not as ugeful as had
been hoped for.  In vain a remedy was
sought after. True, they mizht have
been voted out of the association, buot
who would fill their places¥ — and labor
was abeolutely needed in every depart-
ment, except in that of teaching, No
wonder these were dark days for us,

Among the new-comers there had been
admitted a man strongly imbued with
Fourieristic idess. He endeavored to
inculeate the doctrine, but at first litle
heed was ]',laid. to him. Fourier's works
had never reached we, and very vague
notions of their contents dwelt in the
minds of the most of us,  But thiz igno-
rance was not to last; sofficient reached
the ears of our chiefs to stimulate their
curicsity and make them wish to look far-
ther into this philesoply of the French
sovial reformer. His works were pro-
cured and an earnest study of them com-
menced.  The regular routine inculeat-
o] — continaoal labor, varied in its chare-
acter, which would act as a recreation
on the laborer —seemed a revelation
to those who longed to bring order out
of the existing desultory method of con-
duecting our industries. For once New
York bad taken precedence of Boston in
an ** ism," and in a small clique of that
city Fourier's writings had been much
Mudied. Intercourse was opened with
the leader of this elique, and much infor-
mation obtajned from him as to the work-
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ing of the system. As he had never
practically tried it himeelf, hiz knowledge
must have been based only on the fdeal
visions of the anthor. T believe he was
sincere in his own convietions of the
cond which mirht result from this mods
of life aceording to his own ideas of what
life should be, and his subtle reasonings,
if they did not entirely convinee, had at
least the power to overcome any relue-
tanee to chanpe the entire organization
of our association. The determination
to do =0 was no doubt influenced in a
great degree by the absolute necessity
there was of some bold effort to enable
us to exist, and there seemed no other
alternative than either to adopt this
course or to dissolve the association. To
many of us this wonld have been as a
dissolution of family ties, for although
much had crept in during the last six or
eirght months which was distasteful to
the msthetic natures of many of the as-
sociates, yet the remembrance of what
had been clang closely around them and
bound them firmly together. These were
weary times; a proat change was befors
us,  For myself, personally, T did not
at all enter into the Fourieristic move-
ment.  Visionary as our past life may
have seemed to many, it was really rea-
sonable compared to the one before us.
The small details of the Fourier systam
were, to be sure, extremely dry and wn-
pmatic;lf, but the hirher flizhts to which
it pointed soarved far beyowl] reasonable
belief or seientific knowledge of the solar
Eystem,

I have before said that when I first
entered the association it was not from
any sympathy with the pecoliar views
of its mumbers, but becanse [ became
so attached to them personally that ime-
perceptibly I dwelt more on the real
beauty of their lives than on what had
appeared to me fantastic, At first a
strong sense of the ludicrousness of my
position had been the dominant feeling,
and even now I think it wonderful how
soom thia feeling melted away. At this
time I thought much of this change which
had taken place in me, sad v influenced
me in my resolve not to leave the place,
as Lat one time had serious thoughes of
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doing. Perhaps euriosity had also some
iniluence in my remaining.  As spring
approached, a movement was made to-
wards commencing our new organization.
I was notified that my quarters were to
he moved to the building known as the
Pilgrim House. The reason of its be-
ing =0 named was that it was buoile by
two brothera from Plymouth, who were
interested in the first asgociation formed,
and who at one time intended oceupying
it themselves with their families. 1 do
not know why this prnject. was aban-
doned, or on what terms the house was
coeded to the association. Neither exter-
nally nor interiorly did it possesa much
attraction.

Having originally been intended for
two families, it had none of the quaint
appearance of even & common country
house, It was very much like two houses
placed dos & dos instead of side by side,
and was a very uncouth building, with
many rooms in it which were useful for
pur increased numbers, but did not sat-
isfy an eye for symmetrieal proportions.
Among them were two large parlors,
joined by folding doors, which becams
our Ball room whenever we were in-
clined for a dance, and were cceupled
on all convivial oveasions.  As very lit-
tle furniture was needed at such times,
chairs wera the only decoration of the
rooms, and their every-day appearance
was desolate enough, very different from
the cheerful parlor of the Aerie.

In speaking of the buildings T would
mention one which, although not belong-
ing to ms, yet entered into oor history,
bwsing, excepting for a very short inter-
val, ooeupied by some of our commu-
nity. It was direetly opposite our en-
tranee and was ealled the Nest; why so
named I do not know, except that among
its first occupants was a family with
gmall children, Tt was a pleasant little
place, but somehow those who lived
there seemed in & degres separated from
us, living more entirely by themselves,
more like a separate family who visited
us ag neighbors, and even in that way
seldom joining us in oor social meetings,
It was as if the atmosphere which encir-
cled us did not reach beyond our gates,
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and the moment that we crossed the
road we had left Brook Farm far in the
distance. I ecannot invest with poetry
our domestie life, which was, of course,
monotonous, for we could not carve out
any very original way of making heds,
cooking, and washing dishes, a1l of which
full toour lot, unmsthetie az it may sonnd.
Exeepting the cooking, all the domestie
duties were generally performed by the
younger females on the place, and a
more willing set of workers could hardly
be found. Amcmg them was one of
whom I wish to say a few words. She
was uncommonly pretty and had already "
gained the love of one of the foreign
pupile.  She was devoted to the ideas
which first brooght the associates to-
gether, but felt no sympathy with the
new ileas which afterwards became the
governing principle, and left us when the
whale natuve of the place was changel,
She has since become known by her
charming stories, which fllustrate many
of the truthe deep-seated in her mind.
I remember her as one of the most act-
ive in our lighter domestde work, and
with five or six of her own age she gave
grace and brightness to our life. I ean-
not call them a merry set, for their lives
were decply impressed with & thought-
fulness beyond thelr years; yet vonth,
with the usnal happiness allending it,
must always give a brighter color to jta
surroundings than falls to the lot of ma-
turer years. I think there is not one
of them now alive who wonld not say
that was one of the happiest periods of
her life.  Some of them, I have heard,
have had greater trials than often oceor
to us dwellers on earth, bot they have
nobly borne them and lived them down.
There were no feeble spirits among these
first members of Brook Farm. Their
lives were earnest and their aims noble,
and if they did not attain the life they
hoped for, their natures enabled them to
bear the hardships of life with fortitude.
1 would onee more speak of these young
girla and their work, They felt it no
grievance to toil for the general good,
and their neatness and activity were
pleasant to sce.  To be sure, onr rooma
did not contain the elaborate adornmenta
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of a fashionable lady®s toilet, and their
gimplicity made the task much easier.
There were no carpets excepting on one
or two of the parlors, therefore sweeping
was eagy, and curtains we had none. T
am almost ashamed to own that a hired
cook ruled in the kitchen when T first
becams a resident of Brook Farm, and
she continued there for five or six months
afterwards.  Whether the task was eon-
gidered too arduous, or none felt them-
selves sufficiently competent to under-
take it, T do not know, but think it must
have been the latter feeling, for T never
knew any one shrink there from work
that must be done, if she or he were
able to do it. When reduced expendi-
ture became more apparently necessary,
a noble woman eame forward and of-
fered to undertake the duty. She had
had but glight experienee and must have
felt many disheartening doubts of her
capacity, but, with a will to sueeeed, what
cannot be achieved ¥ She conquered all
obstacles, and kept her post until our
final dissolution. Wages were ravad,
but her gtrict eeonomy sometimes caused
a emall rebellion; still she continued
unwaveringly on her course, and if we
missed some few delicacies our food was
always ample, and we had no right to
complain. The lanndresses were always
of the residents, and Mre. T L ae 1
- have already said, was among the most
efficient. The ironing room was moved
to the Filgrim Honse as 2oon as it was
finished, and ocecupicd the two kitchens,
which were thrown into one.  This was
a very pleasant, cheerful place, at least
inside, and we forgot its lonely exterior
in the merriment with which we filled it,
I would like to say & few words on one
phase of our life which may be inter-
esting to some. I have epoken of our
amusements.  Thiz was not all our life.
We all felt incited to study by the learn-
ing which surrounded ws, and formed
ourselves into different classes, some tak-
ing up one study and some another.
Botany was a favorite among us, and we
had able teachers, who, if they would
eometimes pull -my well-arranged bon-
quets to pieces, were nevertheless fully
able to repay the desecration by the
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p]easnnt knnw]eﬂge they imparted. (ier-
man was a faverite study, and Greek and
Fleazant
realings, with annotations, especially of
classical authors, were very frequens,
and Brook Farm, if it answered no other
purpese, was a school for all who en-
tered it

The Pilgrim House was placed in a
very barren apot, with no trees near it,
and altogether the change was not pleas-
ant to me. T had always lived at the
Cottage, which was in itself a beautiful
little home, and T had become attached
to it.  Of eourse T must yield my own
personal comfort for what was thooght
to be advantageois for the good of the
whole,  The edueational plang was to be
remodeled, at least so far a5 concernad
the emaller pupils on the place, who be-
fore had never been strietly confined to
hoors and rules. This was evidently
very good move, as it had always ap-
peared wonderful to me how they had
ever gained any book knowledge at all,
and a more systematie conrse would cer-
tajinly ba an advanlage to them, if it
wera only for the sake of aequiring or-
derly habits, which are a great help in
the routine of commoan life. The Cottage
was looked upon as the proper building
to be appropristed to educational pur-
poses.  As it wamdecidedly the pretti-
est house on the place, it was thonght
the youthful mind woulid be lmpressed
by it and lessons become sasier; and it
wis held that every means should be em-
ployed to make the hours of school dis-
cipline pleasant, so that the pupils should
forget it was not an agreeable rocrea-
tion.  Thia view iz delightful in theory,
but in my compulsory move T oould not
help remembering the state of the desks
in a echool-room, as well az the more im-
movable parts of the apartment, such as
I had seen in my youth when attending
an academy for hoth sexes. However,
go I must, and T was scon domiciled in
my new apartment. The new Fourierite
eystem bezan to be organized, and the
poctry of our lives vanished in what we
hoped would prove more substantially
advantareous,

Of the Cottage and its inmates T must
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add a few words. Tt was the next
building ereeted after the Aerie, and was
altogether the best finished house on the
place. The form was something like a
Maltese cross, the centre being devoted
to the stairease and each of the fonr
points containing a room. Tt was very
pretty to look at on the outside, but as
three sides of each room Wwere necessa-
rily exposed to the weather, the Cotiage
was warm in summer and cold in winter,
picturesquenesy having been mora stud-
ivd than commonplace comfort.  Still
it was a very pleasant place to live in,
brizht and cheerful, and T was very
Ioath to leave it when the necessities of
the association destined it for other por-
poses,

The two most prominent secupants of
this house were so very different in their
natures that the wonder is they conld
have belonged to the same species.  Mr.
——, the elder of the two, was of a
most delicately sensitive organization,
and discords of every kind were as an-
tagonistic to him as were false chords in
muzic. Hiswhaole life seemed one dream
of muosie, and I do not think he was ever
fully awake to all the harsh gratings of
this outer world. We were indebted to
him for much of the pleasure of our
evening social life, He was too really
musical to endure the weariness of teach-
ing beginners the first rudiments of his
own art, although for some time he was
our only teacher. [ must say he was
wonderfully patient, eonsidering his tem-
perament, in the task he had assomed,
for hiz nerves must have been most fear-
fully taxed in some of his labors; but
his outward demeanor did not bear testi-
mony to what must often have been his
earnest desire to tear his hair out by
the roots. Mr. , the younger, was
g0 entirely different in his physical con-
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struction that even his tread told you
that his nerves as well as his muscles
were of iron. Both these gentlemen
were fine classical as well as German
grholars, but the latter had more power
in imparting his knowledge and was one
of the finest teachers at Brook Farm.
The pupils dreaded coming with an im-
perfect lesson to him, for althongh not
hargh in his manner towards them, they
respected bis power and did net like
to come under his censure.  He was ex-
cewslingly pleasant in his social inter-
course with us, but entered less into it
than the others; yet when he could e
induced to join in any amusement, no
one added more to the enjoyment of the
evening than himself, and it was a real
pleasure to engage him in a charade.

In closing my description of this first
period of Brook Farm I wish to mention
the very pleasant reanion which took
place since I first commeneed writing my
reminiseences of this exceptional part of
my life. To me it was a great pleasure
te meet even o small gathering of my
former nesociates, and the mutual wonder
expressed on the faces as we were made
known to each other was very amusing.
Many of us had not met for at least thirty
years, and in that time wonderful changes
had taken place. Young girls who were
then in their teens wers now grand-
mothers, and middle-aged persons were
white with aze. But wa were none of
us too old for our eyes not to brighten as
we warmly shook hands and uttered our
greetings. It was a good thought of
those who ariginated this festival, and
from my heart I thank them. FPleasant
letters were read from many of those
who from various eauses eould not he
present, and for a time space was’ oblit-
erated and we again felt ourselves Brook
Farmers.



